LJST 25

Fall 2007
Paper #1

Please write a 5-7 pp paper (1500-2000 words, reasonable font) on one of the two following questions.  Be sure to articulate a clear argument and support it with concrete evidence from the class materials, including quotations and examples.  Pay careful attention to your writing, its style and clarity.  This paper is due at the beginning of class on Tuesday, Oct. 16; late papers will be penalized.  


Please be sure to append to your paper and sign the honor pledge we discussed at the beginning of the semester.

1.  The films we have seen so far offer us various ways to think about law’s fragilities and failures in the face of certain pressures, and the ways in which law attempts to recuperate the authority and legitimacy that have been put into question by those pressures.  Choose two films and compare/contrast them in the following ways:

1.  the ways in which those characters who represent “law” (however you choose to


 define it) are rendered vulnerable to attack or critique


2.  the forces that place law in peril


3.  the means by which law is (or is not) able to reassert or recuperate its authority


and/or legitimacy

2.  Choose two films and explore the ways in which they position us as spectators to judge or critique various figures or manifestations of law.  Consider, in this regard, both the narrative and visual aspects of the film, and pay careful attention to the ways in which they invite us to identify or dis-identify with particular characters.  What filmic techniques reinforce our positioning?  What are we asked to judge or critique, and how?
