Amherst College

POSC 301
Terrorism and Revolution: A Case Study of Russia
Professor Constantine Pleshakov

cvpleshakov@amherst.edu
Wednesday, 2-4:30 – Chapin 101

Office hours: 12:30-2, Wednesday and by appointment – 104 Clark House

Russia was among the first nations in the world to face political terrorism when in the 1870s the leftist People's Will group launched the hunt for Tsar Alexander II. The terrorist trend continued into the twentieth century; in 1918 the Socialist Revolutionary Party attempted to assassinate Lenin. Eradicated by Stalin, terrorism resurfaced in the 1990s, when Russia found itself under attack of Chechen separatists. Legitimacy of political terrorism as the last refuge of the oppressed has been actively debated in Russia for more than a century, and the fact that terrorist groups in question ranged from proto-Marxists to pseudo-Islamic has made Russian discourse on terrorism uncommonly rich. We will be using a variety of primary sources, such as terrorists’ manifestos and memoirs, as well as conceptual critiques of terror, starting with Dostoyevsky’s novel Demons. First, we will wrestle with the definition of “terrorism” as opposed to “terror.” Second, we will explore the place of terrorism in a revolutionary movement and war. Third, we will look at the counter-terrorism measures applied by the Russian government in the past and now. A case study of terrorism in Russia will hopefully help us to answer a number of questions highly relevant today. 
Required books:
Bruce Hoffman. Inside Terrorism. New York: Columbia University Press, 2006. ISBN: 978-0-231-12699-1

Walter Laqueur (ed.). Voices of Terror. Naperville, Illinois: Sourcebooks, Inc., 2004. ISBN: 978-159429-035-0

Ana Siljak. Angel of Vengeance. New York: St. Martin’s Press, 2008. ISBN: 978-0-312-36399-4

Sebastian Smith. Allah’s Mountains: The Battle for Chechnya. London: Tauris Parke Paperbacks, 2009. ISBN: 978 1 85043 979 0
Requirements:
* Class attendance (no laptops allowed in the classroom)

* Dedicated reading of assigned texts
* Two essays (1,000 words) due February 22 and April 4 (20% of the final grade each; topics posted a week in advance)

* A presentation (February 29-May 2; 15 minutes; 20% of the final grade)

* Final essay (3,000 words) due May 2 (40% of the final grade); topics chosen by April 4, 1,000-word outline due April 18

	Class
	Topic
	Readings
	Assignment

	01/25
	Intro
	
	

	02/01
	Defining terrorism
	Hoffman, Ch. 1 (pp. 1-41)
	

	02/08
	Early concepts of resistance to despotism. Tyrannicide. “It shall be lawful for any man to kill a tyrant.”
	Laqueur, Part 1, Section 1 (pp.8-47)
	Presentations scheduled

	2/15
	Political assassinations as “propaganda by deed.” Nihilism. Anarchism. “There are no innocents!” 
	Laqueur, pp. 50-99;

Siljak, Ch. 1-5 (pp. 1-104)
	1st essay topics posted

	2/22
	A “hero’s single combat” vs. “work among the masses”:

terrorism and Russian revolution (1880-1918)
	Laqueur, Part 1, Section 4 (pp. 170-206)

Siljak, Ch. 6-12, Epilogue (pp. 105-314)
	1st essay due

Presentation topics chosen

	2/29
	Guerrilla operations and national liberation movement in Europe and Middle East (1900-1970)
	Hoffman, Ch. 2-3 (pp. 43-80)

Laqueur, Part 2, Sections 4, 5 (pp. 328-383)
	Presentations

	3/7
	Religion and terrorism: Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism
	Hoffman, Ch. 4 (pp. 81-130)
	Presentations

	3/14
	Suicide terrorism
	Hoffman, Ch. 5 (pp. 131-171)
	Presentations



	
	spring break
	
	

	3/28
	Media and public opinion 
	Hoffman, Ch. 6-7 (pp. 173-228)
	2nd essay topics posted

Presentations

	4/4
	Concepts of jihad
	Hoffman, pp. 89-97

Laqueur, Part 3, Section 1 (pp. 388-450)
	2nd essay due

Final essay topics chosen

	4/11
	Chechnya: origins of terrorism


	Smith, Parts 1-3 (pp. 5-119)
	Presentations

	4/18
	Chechen terrorism and Russia’s response


	Smith, Parts 4-6 (pp. 121-274)
	Presentations

Final essay outlines due

	4/25
	Future
	Hoffman, Ch. 8-9 (pp.229-295)
	Presentations

	5/2
	TBA
	TBA
	Presentations

Final essay due


