The Interstate and the environment in North Omaha 1970-1990 

Argument: that the construction of the interstate caused environmental degradation in North Omaha through increased pollution and loss of revenue through white flight. 

I. Overview of the Interstate Highway Act 

a. Look at the development of the interstate act federally 

b. Overview of the interstate construction in Omaha 

c. Sources: Divided Highways by Tom Lewis, Origins of the Urban Crisis by Thomas Sugrue, The Roads that Built America by Dan McNichol, Crabgrass Frontier by Kenneth Jackson

II. Interstate-580 impact of North Omaha

a. Impact of where the interstate was placed, how the city developed the interstates construction (it took from 1970 to 1983 to build) 

b. Opposition to the interstate and Omaha’s rationale for the interstate

c. In context with race riots, black lash to the civil rights movement, court-ordered busing in Omaha 

d. Look at similar highways through African American neighborhoods i.e. New Orleans, Washington D.C. 

e. Sources: newspaper articles, Silent Majority by Mathew Lassiter

III. The interstates correlation to pollution

a. Review of increased blood lead levels after the highway 

i. Discussion of impact of lead refinery plant near highway as well 

b. Source: EPA documentation of blood lead levels 

c. Review of ambient air pollution; source: Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality (NDEQ)

IV.   Overcrowding, and health problems in North Omaha

a. examine where people moved after the construction of the interstate and what those living conditions where like (i.e. from initial research most people stayed in North Omaha and many moved into one of the four housing projects)

b. Sources: newspapers, interviews(?)

V. Interstates affect on landscapes, population density on Omaha 

a. Examines shifts of population and the resulting changes in land use   nationally  

b. In Omaha:

i. Movement of people in Omaha along interstates

ii. Maps to show changes to how the layout of Omaha changed 

iii. How movement to suburbia affected North Omaha’s businesses, housing, and schools 

c. Sources: newspaper articles, Maps from 1950, 1960, 1970, 1980, and 1990, GIS  

