
Religion 53/ASLC 56

ISLAMIC MYSTICAL TRADITION

Spring 2010

Professor: T. Jaffer

Office: Chapin 209

E-Mail: tjaffer@amherst.edu
Office hours: Tuesday 1 p.m. – 3 p.m., and by appointment
COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is a survey of the large complex of Islamic intellectual and social perspectives subsumed under the term Sufism. Sufi mystical philosophies, liturgical practices, and social organizations have been a major part of the Islamic tradition in all historical periods, and Sufism has served as a primary creative force behind Islamic poetry, music, and the visual arts. In this course, we will examine various aspects of Sufism by addressing both the world of ideas and socio-cultural practices. We will examine central themes and concepts going back to the earliest individuals who identified themselves as Sufis, the biographies of several medieval Sufis, Sufi cosmology and metaphysics, and Sufism as a global and multifarious trend in the modern world.

REQUIREMENTS 


General: Students are expected to do all of the assigned readings before class, to attend all class meetings and to participate actively in class. 

Papers: Weekly writing assignments (2 pp.). These assignments collectively are worth one third of your total grade, and they are to be submitted at the beginning of every class. They will be graded with a check plus, check, or check minus. No extensions (unless accompanied by a dean’s note). Two papers on assigned topics (7 pp.). These are to be submitted in class on March 11 and April 29. Each is worth one third of your total grade. 

Evaluations: Students will be required to submit course evaluations at the end of the semester. Students will not be able to access their course grade until an evaluation has been submitted. 

Absence policy: Each unexcused absence will result in a final grade penalty of not less than one third of a letter grade. 

Extension policy: Paper extensions are likely to be granted if they are requested well ahead of time. A good reason must be offered for any request for an extension. No extensions will be granted less than twenty-four hours in advance of a paper deadline except in cases of emergency. Papers received late without an extension will receive a grade penalty. 

BOOKS FOR PURCHASE

Abu’l Qasim al-Qushayri [d. 1072], Al-Qushayri’s Epistle on Sufism, trans. Alexander D. Knysh (Reading, UK: Garnet Publishing, 2007)

Najm al-Din Razi [d. 1256 or 1257] The Path of God’s Bondsmen from Origin to Return, trans. H. Algar (Delmar, NY: Caravan Books, 1980)

Attar [d. 1220] The Conference of the Birds, trans. A. Darbandi and D. Davis (New York: Penguin Books, 1984)
Franklin D. Lewis, Rumi: Past and Present, East and West (Oxford: Oneworld, 2000)

The following material will be available on E-Reserve:

M.W. Watt, The Faith and Practice of al-Ghazali (Oxford: Oneworld Publications, 1994), 17-92

C. Addas, Quest for the Red Sulphur: The Life of Ibn ‘Arabi (Cambridge: The Islamic Texts Society, 1993), 27-51; 153-168

Ibn Jauzi [d. 1200] Talbis Iblis (Delusion of the Devil), trans. D.S. Margoliouth, ed. N.K. Singh (New Delhi: Kitab Bhavan, 2008), vol.1, 189-222; vol. 2, 17-100

Burhanpuri [d. 1590], The Gift addressed to the Spirit of the Prophet, trans. A.H. Johns, Oriental Monograph Series No. 1, Centre of Oriental Studies (Canberra: Australian National University, 1965), 29-99; 139-148
R.B. Qureshi, Sufi Music of India and Pakistan: Sound, Context, and Meaning in Qawwali (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1986), 1-15; 77-131
D.B. Cruise O’Brien, The Mourides of Senegal: The Political and Economic Organization of an Islamic Brotherhood (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1971), 11-78; 81-158
Jean-Louis Triaud, “Islam in Africa under French Colonial Rule,” in The History of Islam in Africa, ed. Nehemia Levtzion & Randall L. Pouwels (Athens: Ohio University Press, 2000), 169-187

Christian Coulon, “The Grand Magal in Touba: A Religious Festival of the Mouride Brotherhood of Senegal,” in African Affairs, 98 (1999), 195-210
SCHEDULE

Note: If Islam is brand new to you or if you would like to do some background reading, please read Islam by J. Elias. There are several copies of this work at the Amherst College Library. 

Jan. 28: Sufism: A Reality Without a Name
1. Kalabadhi, The Doctrine of the Sufis, to be distributed in class

Feb. 4: The Sufi Path; States and Stations
1. Qushayri, Epistle, Translator’s Introduction and 1-16; 75-172; 306-325

Feb. 11: Ghazali’s Autobiography; Dreams and Prophecy

1. Ghazali, Deliverance from Error, all
Feb. 18: No class

Feb. 25: The Life and Thought of Ibn ‘Arabi; the Role of the Feminine 
1. Addas, 17-51; 153-168

2. Ibn ‘Arabi, The Bezels of Wisdom (“Fusus”), to be distributed

3. Ibn ‘Arabi’s own summary of the Fusus; downloadable: http://www.ibnarabisociety.org/works.html

Mar. 4: The Anti-Sufis; Music, Emotion, Dancing, and Gazing at the Beardless

1. Ibn Jauzi, Delusions of the Devil, vol. 1, 17-100; vol. 2, 189-222
Mar. 11: Sufi Allegory; Light and Darkness

1. Attar, The Conference of the Birds, 9-229

THURSDAY, MARCH 11: PAPER DUE (7 pp.)

Mar. 25:  Sufi Metaphysics; the Unity of Being

1. Burhanpuri, The Gift addressed to the Spirit of the Prophet, 29-99; 139-148
Apr. 1: Sufi Cosmology

1. Najm al-Din Razi, The Path of God’s Bondsmen, 1-148

Apr. 8: Sufi Poetry: Rumi

1. Lewis, Rumi, 1-5; 9-30; 271-335; 335-419; 423-466; 499-527

Apr. 15: Sufism as a Spiritual Struggle Against Colonialism in Senegal
1. D.B. Cruise O’Brien, The Mourides of Senegal: The Political and Economic Organization of an Islamic brotherhood, 11-78; 81-158

2. Jean-Louis Triaud, Islam in Africa under French Colonial Rule, 169-187

3. Christian Coulon, The Grand Magal in Touba: A Religious Festival of the Mouride Brotherhood of Senegal, 195-210

Apr. 22: Guest Lecture
THURSDAY, APRIL 29: PAPER DUE (7 pp.)

Apr. 29: Wrap-up. In class we will share our findings. 
