English 250

Reading the Novel

Prof. Judy Frank

Spring 2012



Office hours:  M 2-3, W 1-2, and by appointment



Johnson Chapel 12, x2071, jefrank@amherst.edu
This course is an introduction to the study of the novel, through the exploration of a variety of critical concepts and methodologies.  This semester our five critical terms will be plot, character, point of view, identification, and books.   

Books, available at Amherst Books.  Please get the editions listed below so we’ll all be on the same page:

Toni Morrison, Beloved, Signet

Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice, Oxford University Press

Emma Donoghue, Room, Back Bay Books

Wilkie Collins, The Woman in White, Oxford University Press

There are also 15 articles on e-reserves, for which you will be billed for copyright fees.

Requirements:

· Four 5-page papers, due Feb. 6, March 11, April 8, and May 6.  Papers submitted after their due date will be graded and returned without comment.
· Attendance and participation: these will constitute 10% of your grade.

· Possible additional exercises to facilitate class discussion.

Please note: You must submit all the work for the class in order to pass.
SYLLABUS

Jan. 24:   introduction

Jan. 26:   Rabinowitz, Before Reading
Part I:  Plot
Jan. 31:   Rabinowitz, cont., Beloved (3-99)

Feb. 2:    Beloved, Chatman

Feb. 7:    Beloved (to p. 235), Laub

Feb. 9:    Beloved, Brooks

Feb. 14:   Beloved (finish)

Feb. 16:   Beloved, Jameson





Paper #1 due Sunday, Feb. 26, at 1 pm
Part II:  Character
Feb. 21:   Pride and Prejudice (Volume 1), Forster

Feb. 23:   Pride and Prejudice, Lynch

Feb. 28:   Pride and Prejudice (Volume 2)

Mar. 1:    Pride and Prejudice , Woloch

Mar.  6:   Pride and Prejudice (Volume 3)



Part III: Point of view
Mar. 8:    Room (“Presents” and “Unlying”)   

Mar. 13:   Room (“Dying”), Phelan

Mar. 15:   Room (“After”), Chatman
Paper #2 due Friday, March 16, at 5 pm

Mar. 20:   spring break

Mar. 22:   spring break

Mar. 26:   Room (“Living”)
Mar. 28:   writing workshop
Part IV:   Identification
Apr. 3:     The Woman in White (pp. 4-198)
Apr. 5:    The Woman in White, Gallagher








Paper #3 due Sunday, Apr. 8, at 1 pm

Apr. 10:   The Woman in White (to p. 344), Radway
Apr. 12:   The Woman in White (to p. 439), Fetterley
Apr. 17:   The Woman in White (finish)
Apr. 19:   The Woman in White
Part V:  Books
Apr. 24:   The Woman in White via Kindle

   http://www.onthemedia.org/2007/nov/23/long-live-paper/transcript
   http://www.thedailybeast.com/newsweek/2007/11/17/the-future-of-reading.html
Apr. 26:   visit to Special Collections

May 1:    The Woman in White:  Patten, Finkelstein and McCleery

May 3:    conclusion and writing workshop







Paper #4 due Sunday, May 6, at 1 pm

