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3
0

satisfaction
here

and
now

from
the

thought
and

the
hope

that
w

hat
I

have
done

w
ill

not
be

forgotten.

So
I

call
upon

y
u
,

judges,
to

pronounce
in

favour
of

m
y

client.
H

e
is

a
m

an
w

hose
honourable

character
you

see
co

n
firm

ed
by

the
high

rank
of

his
friends

and
the

unbroken
durations

of
their

friendships
w

ith
him

.
Y

ou
can

appreciate
his

gifts
from

the
extent

to
w

hich
they

have
been

in
dem

and
from

leading
m

en
w

ho
are

extrem
ely

gifted
them

selves.
M

oreover,
the

justice
of

his
cause

is
dem

onstrated
by

the
sanction

of
the

law
,

the
authority

of
his

m
unicipality,

the
testim

ony
offered

by
Lucullus,

arid
archives

going
back

to
M

etellus.
T

o
you

and
yourgeneralsand

the
deeds ofthe

R
om

an
people

A
rchias

has
alw

ays
done

honour.
T

o
those

recent
internal

perils
w

hich
threatened

m
yself and

yourselves
he

proposes
to

offer
an

undying
testim

onialofpraise. H
e

belongs,m
oreover,

to
a

profession
w

hich
has

universally
and

at
all

tim
es

been
declared

and
believed

to
possess

a
sacred

character.
If

then,
gentlem

en,
such

great
pow

ers
w

arrant
the

applause
of

m
an

kind
—

and
truly

they
deserve

the
com

m
endation

of
the

gods
them

selves!
—

Ientreatyou
to

take
him

underyourprotection.
Let

it
not

be
said

that
a

severe
judgem

ent
of

yours
has

done
harm

to
such

a
m

an.
Let

it
be

seen
instead

thatyour
hum

ane
decision

has
brought

him
relief.

Ihave
m

ade
the

statem
entof m

y
case

as
briefand

sim
ple

as
usual;

and
I

have
the

feeling
that

it
has

gained
your

ap
probation.

I
hope

m
y

digression
from

the
custom

of
the

courts
and

the
bar,

in
order

to
tell

you
som

ething
about

m
y

client’s
talent

and
about

literary
studies

in
general,

has
been

to
your

taste.
T

o
the

chairm
an

of
this

tribunal’
8

—
I

venture
to

express
the

conviction
—

it
has

proved
acceptable

enough.

i8.
A

ccording
to

tradition
the

chairm
an

ofthe
panelw

as
Cicero’s

brother
Q

uintus
(praetor).

C
H

A
P

T
E

R
F

O
U

R

N
U

F
J
j
ç
Q

F

M
R

J
C
A

F
jL

j
R

Fears
thatPom

peiusw
asnotconcerned

to
m

aintain
the

old
oligarchic,

senatorial
system

ofgovernm
ent

proved
justified,

since
in

6o
he

form
ed

the
dictatorialFirst

Trium
virate

w
ith

C
aesar

and
Crassus.

Cicero
w

as
invited

tojoin
it,

and
to

his
crediteventually

refused
to

do
so.

W
hen,therefore,thetribunePubliusC

lodiusPuicher,w
ho

w
as

now
Cicero’s

bitterestenem
y

(having
been

alienated
by

the
orator’s

sharp
dem

olition
ofhis

alibi
w

hen
he

w
as

accused
ofsacrilegious

violation
ofthe

secretrites
ofthe

B
ona

D
ea),’proposed

a
law

sending
him

into
exile

for
his

execution
of

the
C

atilinarian
leaders,

the
Trium

virs
did

nothing
to

save
him

from
thisfate.

N
or,

to
his

bitter
distress,did

the
senatorialleaders,w

hom
he

had
w

rongly
believed

to
be

his
supportersfor

ever
after

the
C

atilina
affair.

Cicero’s
sub

sequentsixteen
m

onths
ofexile

w
ere

the
m

ostm
iserableperiod

ofhis
lift.R

ecalled
w

hen
Pom

peiusbegan
tofind

C
lodius

unbearable,Cicero
resum

ed
his

legalpractice,and
discovered

an
opportunity

to
attack

his
enem

y’sgreatfam
ily

w
hen

Clodius’
second

sister
C

lodia,
afam

ous
im

m
oralbeautyfor

w
hom

the
poet

C
atullus

had
a

hopelesspassion,
attacked

herform
er

loverM
arcus

C
aelius

R
ufus.

This
cleveryoung

politician
w

as
charged

by
a

prosecutor
w

ith
w

hosefam
ily

he
had

a
feud

—
and

this
rather

than
C

lodia
m

ay
have

been
the

beginning
of

the
w

hole
case

—
w

ith
a

shocking
array

ofoffences,
including

the
m

urderofone
orm

oreA
lexandrian

envoysand
the

attem
ptedpoison

ing
ofhis

estranged
m

istress
herself

A
lthough

som
e

ofthe
charges

m
ay

w
ellhave

had
m

ore
substance

than
Cicero

adm
its,

his
brilliant

and
am

using
advocacy

evidently
got

C
aelius

off(56
B

.C
.).

B
ut

this
speech

is
interesting

above
allfor

the
startling

insrght
it

i.
See

pp.
2
2
4

,
2

4
5

,
2
5
0
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2
5
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2
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offers
into

the
private

and
social lives

of the
sm

artest people
in

Rom
e

during
thefirst century

B
.C

.
—

lives
evoked

lushly
(though

euphem
istically)

in
the

ban qtjeting
scenes

of a
thousand film

s.
It

is
curious

to
see

Cicero,
w

ho
vas

usually
inclined

to
take

a
m

ore
puritanical

line, obliged
to

adopt agenial‘boys
w

illbe
boys’ attitude

in
speaking

of his
client’s

early
life, w

hich
had

com
bined

violent dissipation
w

ith
active

support
of

C
atilina.

The
speech

is
graceful,

hum
orous

and
light oftouch,

w
ritten

in
a

vivid,
dra;iatic,

elliptical and
som

etim
es

alm
ost epistolary

style.

If, gentlenien,
there

should
happen

to
be

anyone
present w

ho
is

unaw
are

of
our

law
s

and
courts

and
custom

s,
I

am
sure

he
w

ould
w

onder
w

hat
the

special
gravity

ofthis
case

m
ight

be,
seeing

that
itis

the
one

and
only

trial
to

be
held

ata
tim

e
of

festivities
and

public
gam

es,
2

w
hen

all
legal

business
is

on
vacation.

H
e

w
ould

undoubtedly
conclude

that
the

defendant
m

ust be
guilty

ofso
serious

a
crim

e
that unless

itis
tackled

the
entire

structure
of

the
state

w
ill

collapse!
Let us

suppose
he

w
as

next told
ofthe

law
s

w
hich

prescribes
that in

the
event

of crim
inal, traitorous

R
om

an
citizens

taking
up

arm
s

to
obstruct

the
Senate, attacking

the
m

en
in

charge
of

the
governm

ent,
and

trying
to

destroy
the

governm
ent itself,

it is
obligatory

to
hold

an
investigation

on
any

and
every

day.
H

e
w

ould
not

object
to

the
law

.
B

uthe
w

ould
w

ant
to

know
w

hat
sort

of
charge

w
as

involved
in

the
present

action.
A

nd
then, just

im
agine

him
being

told
that

no
real

crim
e,

no
o
u
t

rage,
no

act
of violence

w
as

before
the

court
atall, but

that
a

talented,
energetic,

popular
m

an
is

being
accused

by
the

so
n

4
of

a
person

against
w

hom
this

defendant
is

him
selfabout

to

2
.

T
he

speech
w

as
delivered

on
4

A
pril,

the
opening

day
o

fthe
L

udi
M

egalenses.

3.
T

he
trial

w
as

being
conducted

under
the

L
ex

L
utatia

de
vi

(78).
T

here
w

as
also

a
later

L
ex

Plautia
of

w
ider

scope.

.
T

his
prosecutor

is
L.

Sem
pronius

A
tratinus,

seventeen—
year—

old

son
of L.

C
alpuriiius

B
estia

w
ho

w
as

tw
ice

prosecuted
by

C
aelius.

IN
D

E
F

E
N

C
E

O
F

M
A

R
C

U
S

C
A

E
L

IU
S

R
U

F
U

S

bring
an

indictm
ent

(for
the

second
tim

e);
and,

furtherm
ore,

thatthe
currentaction

isfinanced
by

a
w

hore.s
T

he
conclusion

of
this

observer
w

ould
surely

be
that

the
prosecutor’s

filial
dutifulness

is
excusable,

that
w

o
m

an
’s

m
alicio

u
s

passions
ought

to
be

keptunder
control,and

thatyou,m
em

bers
ofthe

bench,
are

overw
orked,since

even
on

public
holidays

you
do

notget
tim

e
off

A
nd

in
fact,

gentlem
en,

if
you

care
to

note
the

circum
Stances

carefully
and

form
an

accurate
estim

ate
of

the
case

as
a

w
hole,

you
w

ill
inevitably

com
e

to
the

conclusion
that

none
of

those
concerned

w
ould

ever
have

lent
them

selves
to

this
prosecution

if
they

had
been

given
any

choice;
nor,

having
taken

it
on,w

ould
they

have
had

the
slightesthope

ofsuccess
w

ere
they

notpushed
by

the
insupportable

tantrum
s

and
sav

age
m

alevolence
of

a
third

party.
I

am
prepared

to
forgive

A
tratinus,

w
ho

is
a

civilized
and

excellent
young

m
an

an
d

a
friend

of
m

ine.
H

e
can

plead
as

his
excuse

either
filialfeeling,

or
coercion,

or
his

tender
age.

If
he

w
anted

to
bring

the
charge,

ascribe
it

to
filial

duty;
if

he
w

as
obeying

orders,
it

w
as

coercion;
and

if
he

saw
prospects

fo
r

h
im

self
in

the
case,

I
put

this
dow

n
to

boyish
inexperience.

T
he

other
counsel

for
the

prosecution,
on

the
other

hand,
are

entitled
to

no
such

indulgence,
and

deserve
to

be
vigorously

opposed.

T
he

defence
of

the
young

M
arcus

C
aelius

can
appropriately

be
introduced,

in
m

y
opinion,

by
replying

to
the

slanders
w

hich
the

other
side

has
produced

in
o
rd

er
to

blacken
his

reputation
and

dam
age

and
ruin

his
good

nam
e.

H
is

father
has

been
broughtup

againsthim
in

various
w

ays,eitheron
the

grounds
thatthe

old
gentlem

an
lives

in
squalor

or
because

m
y

client
is

said
to

be
a

bad
son.

W
ith

regard
to

the
personal

situation
of

M
arcus

C
aelius

senior,
m

en
w

ho
belong

to
the

.
T

his
and

other
sneers

concerning
fem

ale
influence

are
all

directed
against

C
lodia.

i66
1
6
7
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older
generation, and

know
him

personally,appreciate
thathe

is
perfectly

able
to

act
as

his
ow

n
silent

w
itness

w
ithout

any
justifications

froii
m

yself.
A

nd
as

for
those

w
ho

are
less

w
ell

acquainted
w

ith
him

sm
ce

his
age

has
so

long
prevented

him
from

joining
us

in
the

Forum
,

they
can

rest
assured

that
the

dignity
proper

to
a

R
om

an
knight

—
w

hich
can

be
som

ething
very

considerable
—

has
alw

ays
been

a
strong

feature
of

the
elder

C
aelius,

and
the

sam
e

is
definitely

stillfeltto
be

the
case

today,
not

only
by

his
ow

n
circle

but
by

all
w

ho
for

any
reason

m
ay

have
com

e
to

know
him

.
T

o
be

the
son

of
a

R
om

an
knight

should
never

have
been

used
as

a
sm

ear,
either

by
the

prosecutors,
or

before
these

exam
iners,

or
in

the
hear

ing
of

m
yselfas

defending
counsel.
6

T
o

turn
to

your
point

about
his

attitude
to

his
father,

that
is, indeed,

a
m

atter
on

w
hich

w
e

can
form

our
ow

n
opinion,

but
the

bestjudge
is

really
the

parent
him

self
O

ur
view

you
w

ill
learn

from
w

itnesses
on

oath;
and

as
to

w
hat

the
parents

feel,
that

is
sufficiently

proclaim
ed

by
his

m
other’s

sobs
and

indescribable
distress,hisfather’s

dism
alm

ourning
clothes,and

all the
m

isery
and

griefyou
see

because
of

this
trial.

W
ith

regard
to

yourfurtherinsinuation
thatthe

young
m

an
is

not
thought

highly
of

by
his

ow
n

fellow
-tow

nsm
en,

the
peopie

ofthe
Praetuttian

region
7

have
never

aw
arded

higher
honours

even
to

anyone
right

in
their

very
m

idst
than

those
they

conferred
on

C
aclius

—
though

he
w

as
not

in
the

place
at

all.
For

they
enrolled

the
young

m
an,

absent
though

be
w

as,
in

their
highest

council,
and

thus
granted

him
,

quite
w

ithout
any

requeston
his part,a

distinction
w

hich
m

any
w

ho
solicited

sim
ilar

honours
had

sought
from

them
in

vain.
Furtherm

ore,
they

have
sent adeputation, including

em
inentfellow

-Senators
of

m
ine

and
R

om
an

knights
as

w
ell,

to
be

present
at

the

6.
T

he
panel

o
f judges

partly
consisted

o
f

knights,
and

C
icero

w
as

the
son

o
f

a
knight and

the
supporter

o
f

their
O

rder.
7.

A
ccording

to
this

reading
C

aelius
cam

e
from

Interam
nia

P
raetu

t
tiorum

(T
eram

o)
in

P
icenurn.

IN
D

E
F

E
N

C
E

O
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M
A

R
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U
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C
A

E
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S

R
U

F
U
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trial;
and

these
delegates

have
broughtw

ith
them

a
m

ostim
posing

and
eloquent

testim
onial.

Ifancy
Ihave

now
placed

m
y

argum
ents

for
the

defence
on

a
firm

foundation:
because

nothing
could

be
firm

er
than

a
case

founded
upon

the
convictions

of
m

y
client’s

ow
n

tow
nsm

en.ForIcan
certainly

see
thatyou

w
ould

notfeelthat
a

young
m

an
like

this
brought

you
a

very
satisfactory

recom
m

endation
ifhe

had
incurred

the
disapprovaleither

ofa
tow

n
ofsuch

distinction
and

im
portance

or,
indeed,

ofa
m

an
w

ith
the

qualities
ofC

aelius’
father.

IfI
m

ay
turn

for
a

m
om

ent
to

m
y

ow
n

personal
position,

it
is

from
just

that
sort

of
back

ground
that

I,
too,

first
issued

forth
to

begin
to

m
ake

m
y

reputation,
before

the
days

w
hen

m
y

forensic
labours

here
and

m
y

professional
career

in
general,

w
ith

the
approval

and
backing

ofm
y

friends,gradually
flow

ed
into

a
broader

course
and

w
on

public
recognition.

N
ow

letusconsiderthe
criticism

s
directed

againstthe
m

orals
of

C
aelius,

and
all

the
prosecution’s

attacks
on

this
subject.

These
are

not,
in

fact,
actual

charges
at

all,
but

m
ere

slanders
and

defam
ations;

and
none

of
them

w
ill

distress
C

aclius
enough

to
m

ake
him

w
ish

he
had

been
born

ugly!
For

disa
greeable

rem
arks

of
such

a
character

are
com

m
only

directed
against

every
good-looking

young
m

an.
B

ut
defam

ation
is

one
thing,

prosecution
another.

Prosecution
needs

specific
grounds

of
sufficient

strength
to

define
the

facts,
leave

their
m

ark
on

the
defendant,

supply
convincing

dem
onstrations,

and
back

them
up

by
evidence.

A
buse,

on
the

other
hand,

has
no

purpose
except

to
be

insulting.
If

its
character

is
crude,

it
is

called
invective;

and
if

it
is

am
using

it
passes

as
w

it.T
hat

this
part

of
the

prosecution
w

as
allotted

to
A

tratinus
caused

m
e

both
surprise

and
annoyance.

For
such

a
vein

w
as

appropriate
neither

to
his

personality
nor

to
his

youthful
years,and,as

you
no

doubtnoted,
this

estim
able

young
m

an’s
ow

n
scruples

m
eanthe

w
as

far
from

com
fortable

w
ith

langu

I

i68
1
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age
of the

kind.
I should

have
felt m

uch
happier

ifthis
abusive

role
had

been
left to

the
m

ore
m

ature
m

em
bers

ofthe
group;

for
then,

in
contradcting

the
vituperation,

Iw
ould

have
been

able
to

speak
in

m
re

outspoken,
forcible

and
natural

term
s.

B
ut

tow
ards

you,
A

tratinus,
I

shall
show

greater
leniency.

For
one

thing,
the

fact
that

you
yourself

have
a

sense
of

propriety
m

akes
m

e
feel

inclined
to

handle
you

gently.
A

nd
besides,

Iam
not

at
all

eager
to

undo
the

services
I perform

ed
for

yourself and
your

father
on

an
earlier

occasion.
8

H
ow

ever,
I

do
w

ant
to

give
you

som
e

advice.
First,so

that
everyone

can
see

w
hat you

are
really

like, Iventure
to

suggest
that

you
ought

to
keep

clear
of intem

perate
language

just
as

carefully
as you

avoid
intem

perate
behaviour.

Secondly, never
say

against
som

eone
else

things
that

you
w

ould
blush

to
hear

fabricated
against

yourself.
For

that
road

lies
open

to
all

the
w

orld.
For

instance,
anyone

can
m

ake
as

vicious
an

attack
as

he
pleases

upon
som

ebody
of

your
ow

n
age

and
handsom

e
looks

—
and

even
if there

is
not

the
slightest

cause
for

any
sus

picion
he

can
m

ake
his

criticism
s

sound
quite

plausible.
H

ow
ever,

the
blam

e
for

the
role

you
have

assum
ed

cannot
really

be
attributed

to
yourself

at
all;

it
m

ust
go

to
the

m
en

w
ho

chose
you

for
the

part.
T

o
you,

on
the

other
hand,

to
your

ow
n

feeling
for

w
hat is

right, belongs
credit, since

it w
as

easy
for

all
ofus

to
see

the
reluctance

w
ith

w
hich

you
spoke.

A
nd

a
com

plim
ent

to
your

ability
is

also
due,because

ofyour
adm

irable
and

elegant
speech.

A
ll

the
sam

e,
m

y
answ

er
to

everything
that

you
said

w
ill

be
brief.

In
so

f4r
as

the
youthful

life
of

M
arcus

C
aelius

m
ight

have
given

reason
for

suspicion,
I

m
ust

tell
you

that
it

w
as

protected
by

tw
o

things:
his

ow
n

decency,
and

his
father’s

careful
training.

M
oreover,

the
elder

C
aelius,

as
soon

as
he

had
given

his
son

the
toga

of
m

anhood,
im

m
ediately

placed

8. Cicero
defended

A
tratinus’

father Bestia
on

II
February, and

had
perhaps

been
the

boy’s
teacher

of public
speaking.
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him
under

m
y

ow
n

personal
care.

T
hat

is
all

I
w

ill
s
a
y
,

b
e

cause
I

am
not

at
thisjuncture

going
to

speak
about

m
yself.

I
shall

be
satisfied

to
leave

the
m

atter
to

yourjudgem
ent.

T
he

situation
is

that
the

young
M

arcus
C

aclius,
during

his
early

youth,
w

as
never

seen
by

anyone
except

in
the

com
pany

of
his

father
or

m
yselfor

in
the

highly
respectable

household
of

M
arcus

C
rassus.

H
e

spent
those

years
receiving

an
excellent

education.
C

aelius
has

been
accused

of
being

a
friend

of
C

atilina.
B

ut
he

has
a

right
to

dissociate
him

selfcom
pletely

from
any

such
sm

ear.
T

rue,
at

the
tim

e
w

hen
C

atilina,
along

w
ith

m
yself

w
as

a
candidate

for
the

consulship,
C

aelius
w

as
still

very
young.

A
nd

I
adm

it
m

any
w

orthy
young

m
en

w
ere

fond
of

that
degraded

brute.
Still,

ifC
aelius

had
at

that
tim

e
ever

a
t

tached
him

selfto
C

atilina
or

detached
him

selffrom
m

e,
then

itw
ould

have
been

properenough
to

criticize
him

forform
ing

such
an

association.
B

ut
the,actual

circum
stances

of
the

case
com

pletely
rule

out
any

suggestion
of

the
sort.

A
fterw

ards,
certainly

—
as

you
point

out
—

w
e

know
and

w
e

saw
that

he
w

as,
in

fact,
one

of
C

atilina’s
political

supporters.
T

hat
is

a
thing

w
hich

nobody
denies.

A
t

the
m

om
ent,

how
ever,

I
am

defending
that

earlier
stage

of
his

youth
w

hich
by

its
very

nature
is

vulnerable
and

is
easily

im
perilled

by
other

people’s
w

ilful
passions.

W
ell,

in
those

days,
w

hile
I

w
as

praetor,
C

aelius
w

as
continually

in
m

y
ow

n
com

pany.
C

atilina,
w

ho
w

as
at

that
tim

e
governor

ofA
frica,

w
as

not
even

one
of

his
acquaintances.

T
hen

cam
e

the
year

w
hen

C
atilina

w
as

p
ro

secuted
for

extortion
;9

C
aelius

w
as

stillw
ith

m
yself,

and
did

not
even

attend
the

court
to

help
him

.
In

the
next

year
I

stood
for

the
consulship.

C
atiina

w
as

also
a

candidate,
but

C
aelius

neverjoined
him

,
and

never
left

m
y

side.
Itw

as
not

untilhe
had

been
going

to
the

Forum
for

allthat
tim

e,
w

ithout
incurring

the
slightest

suspicion
or

disrepute,
that

he
becam

e
a

follow
er

of
C

atilina,
w

ho
w

as
then

m
akjncrb

9. Catilina,
prosecuted

by
P.

Clodius,
w

as
acquitted

(s
u
m

m
e
r

6
).

1
7
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his
second

attem
pt

to
becom

e
consul.

V
ery

w
ell;

but
surely

one
m

ust not expect that a
youth’s

early
years

can
go

on
being

sheltered
indefinjtely!

W
hen

I
w

as
young

w
e

used
to

spend
one

year
‘keeping

our
arm

s
in

our
togas’,

and
doing

physical
training

on
the

C
am

pus
M

artius,
and

if
w

e
started

our
m

ili
tary

service
straightaw

ay
w

e
had

a
sim

ilar
probationary

p
er

iod
in

our
arm

y
life

at cam
p. N

ow
,

at that age, unless
a

young
m

arl had
the

necessary
strength

of m
ind, sexual

restraint, good
hom

e
training

and
also, one

m
ust add, natural decency

to
look

after
him

self,
how

ever
carefully

he
w

as
w

atched
over

by
his

friends
he

could
not

avoid
giving

grounds
for

scandal,
and

justifiable
scandal

at
that.

B
ut

w
hen

som
eone

had
spent

the
earliest

years
of his

youth
living

a
clean

and
chaste

life,
then

later
on,

after
he

had
finally

grow
n

up
and

becom
e

a
m

an
am

ong
m

en, aspersions
on

his
reputation

and
his

m
orals

w
ere

generally
felt

to
be

out
of place.

Y
es,

after
he

bad
served

several years’
apprenticeship

in
the

Forum
,

C
aclius

did
becom

e
an

adherent
of

C
atilina.

So
did

m
any

other
people

of every
rank

and
age. ForasI am

sure
you

w
ill

recall,
C

atilina
had

m
any

excellent
qualities,

not
indeed

m
aturely

developed, but
at least sketched

out
roughly

in
o
u
t

line.
It

is
true

that
he

got
a

large
num

ber
of

deplorable
indi

viduals
to

flock
round

him
.

B
ut

he
also

put
up

a
show

of
affection

tow
ards

m
en

guided
by

the
loftiest principles. T

here
w

as
a

good
deal

about
him

that
exercised

a
corrupting

effect
on

other
people;

and
yet

he
also

undeniably
possessed

a
gift

for
stim

ulating
his

associates
into

vigorous
activity.

C
atilina

w
as

at
one

and
the

sam
e

tim
e

a
furnace

of
inordinate

sensual
passions,

and
a

serious
student

of
m

ilitary
affairs.

I
do

not
believe

that
the

w
orld

has
ever

seen
such

a
portent

of
diver

gent,
contrary,

contradictory
tastes

and
appetites.

A
t

one
stage

in
his

life,
no

one
on

earth
had

a
greater

capacity
for

ingratiating
him

self
w

ith
his

superiors
—

and,
equally, for

m
aking

close
friends

w
ith

people
low

er
dow

n
the

scale.
N

obody,
at

a
certain

period,
held

sounder
political
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view
s;

and
yet

he
becam

e
the

m
ost

loathsom
e

enem
y

his
country

ever
possessed.

H
is

disgusting
pleasures

w
ere

as
ex

ceptional
as

his
unflagging

endurance.
W

here
cisc

could
you

ever
find

such
insatiable

greed
—

or
such

open-handed
genero

sity?
G

entlem
en,

paradoxical
features

abounded
in

that
m

an.
H

e
had

the
giftofm

aking
m

any
friends,and

in
order

to
keep

them
there

w
as

no
service

thathe
w

ould
notperform

.H
e

w
as

ready
to

share
his

possessions
w

ith
everyone,

to
help

needy
friends

w
ith

m
oney,

influence,
physical

exertion
and

even
reckless

crim
e.

N
o

one
knew

better
than

he
did

how
to

adapt
and

guide
his

w
ays

to
suitan

occasion,bending
and

m
anipula

ting
them

this
w

ay
and

that.
H

e
w

as
perfectly

capable
of

living
austerely

w
ith

the
austere

and
gaily

w
ith

the
self—

indulgent,
gravely

w
ith

the
old,

genially
w

ith
the

young,
audaciously

w
ith

crim
inals

and
extravagantly

w
ith

debauch
ees.

A
nd

so
this

com
plex

and
m

any—
sided

character,
ata

tim
e

w
hen

he
had’attracted

evilscoundrels
from

every
quarter,still

held
the

allegiance
ofm

any
good,respectable

m
en

by
a

sortof
fictitious

m
im

icry
of

virtue.
Indeed,

even
that

frightful
im

pulse
to

overthrow
our

w
hole

system
could

never
have

com
e

from
him

unless
allthese

vices
had

been
united

w
ith

qualities
ofefficiency

and
toughness.

For
these

reasons,gentlem
en,you

should
discard

the
prose

cution’s
entire

line
ofargum

ent.Letno
blam

e
attach

to
C

aelius
because

he
associated

w
ith

C
atilina.

For
that

is
som

ething
w

hich
he

has
in

com
m

on
w

ith
m

any
other

people,
including

persons
w

ho
are

beyond
reproach.

Indeed,
I

declare
that

I
m

yselfw
as

once
nearly

deceived
by

h
im

.b
0

I
took

him
for

a
patriotic

citizen
attached

to
our

national
leaders,

and
for

a
faithful

and
reliable

friend.
I

did
not

believe
his

m
isdeeds

before
I

saw
them

;
until

I
had

actually
caught

him
in

the
act

I
had

no
suspicion

they
even

existed.
IfC

aelius,
too,

w
as

one
of

his
num

erous
friends,

he
w

ould,
I

agree,
be

right
to

feel
1
0
.

In
letters

to
A

tticus,C
icero

m
entions

thatin
6

he
w

as
thinking

o
f

speaking
in

C
atiina’s

defence.

1
7
2
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annoyed
that

he
had

m
ade

such
a

m
istake,just

as
Isom

etim
es

regret
m

y
ow

n
m

isconception
about

the
m

an.
B

ut
the

fact
should

certainly
not

give
m

y
client

the
slightestcause

to
fear

thatthe
fricndshij

m
ightbe

used
asthe

basis
foran

indictm
ent

in
court.
A

fter
you

had
dropped

offensive
hints

about
this

relation
ship,

you
got

dow
n

to
the

job
ofcreating

prejudice
concern

ing
the

conspiracy.
For

you
let

it
be

supposed,
though

adm
ittedly

in
a

tentative
and

casual
fashion,

that
because

C
aelius

w
as

a
friend

of
C

atilina
he

m
ust

have
been

a
fellow—

conspirator
as

w
ell.

H
ow

ever,
at

this
point

the
charge

w
as

so
unconvincing

thatm
y

eloquentyoung
friend’s

speech
scarcely

held
together.

For
surely

C
aelius

w
as

not
such

a
lunatic!

D
id

his
character

and
habits,

or
his

position
and

resources,
really

im
pose

upon
him

such
an

overw
helm

ing
disability

as
all

that?
A

t
the

tim
e

w
hen

suspicion
w

as
going

around,
no

one
ever

heard
the

nam
e

of
C

aelius
even

being
m

entioned.
B

ut
there

is
no

need
for

m
c

to
enlarge

on
this

subject
—

for
the

facts
are

indisputable.
Still,

I
m

ust
add

just
one

further
point.

IfC
aclius

had
really

been
a

party
to

the
conspiracy,

or
even

if
be

had
been

anything
other

than
violently

hostile
to

such
an

abom
inable

act,
he

w
ould

never
under

any
circum

stances
have

tried
to

prom
ote

his
youthfulcareer

by
charging

som
eone

else
w

ith
com

plicity
in

the
sam

e
A

nd
now

that
Ihave

reached
thisjuncture

I
am

inclined
to

think
that

the
suggestions

of
corrupt

electoral
practices

and
clubs

and
agents

distributing
bribes

deservejust
the

sam
e

sort
of

answ
er.

For
if

C
aclius

had
stained

his
reputation

w
ith

the
unlim

ited
bribery

to
w

hich
you

refer,
he

w
ould

never
have

been
such

an
idiotasto

charge
a

differentperson
w

ith
precisely

the
sam

e
offence,

thus
involving

som
eone

else
in

suspected
ii.

In
M

arch
C

aelius
had

prosecuted,
and

C
icero

unsuccessfully
defended,

C
.

A
ntonius

H
ybrida,

probably
for

treasonable
conduct

in
M

acedonia
and

collusion
w

ith
C

atilina,
w

ith
a

subsidiary
charge

of
extortion.

1
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guiltfor
a

crim
inal

activity
in

w
hich

he
w

anted
to

keep
a

free
hand

for
him

self!
N

or,
if

he
im

agined
that

he
him

self
w

as
going

to
have

to
face

even
a

single
prosecution

for
bribery,

w
ould

he
have

been
likely

to
have

brought
an

identical
charge

against
another

individual
not

only
once,

b
u
t

actually
on

a
second

occasion
as

w
ell. Iadm

itthat in
this

m
atter

he
has

been
acting

indiscreetly
and

against
m

y
w

ishes.
A

ll
the

sam
e,

his
determ

ination,
even

if
directed,

it
w

ould
seem

,
against

an
innocent

m
an,

clearly
show

s
not

the
slightest

trace
of

appre
hension

on
his

ow
n

account.

H
e

is
also

accused
ofbeing

in
debt.

H
is

expenses
are

criticized,
his

account-books
dem

anded
for inspection. B

utto
these

points
I

shallgive
you

a
very

succinct
reply.

A
young

m
an

w
ho

is
still

subjectto
his

father’s
authority

does
notkeep

accounts
at

all. N
or

has
C

aelius
everborrow

ed
m

oney.H
e

is
only

blam
ed

for
expenditure

ofa
single

kind
—

the
rent

ofhis
house, w

hich
you

claim
is

thirty
thousand

sesterces
a

year.
B

ut
I

can
see

w
hatyou

are
driving

at. ForPublius
C

lodius’
block

of houses,
in

w
hich

C
aelius

rents
an

apartm
ent

for,
I

believe,
ten

th
o
u

sand,
is

up
for

sale.
A

nd
so,

consequently,
w

hat
you

have
done

is
to

give
a

fictitious
figure,

as
a

favour
to

C
lodius

and
in

order
to

help
his

deal.
Y

ou
reproached

C
aelius

for
living

apart
from

his
father.

B
ut

surely
there

is
nothing

w
rong

w
ith

that
at

his
age.

In
a

case
w

ith
political

im
plications

he
had

just
gained

a
success

w
hich,

although
adm

ittedly
unw

elcom
e

to
m

yself,
brought

him
considerable

prestige.
H

e
had

also
reached

the
tim

e
of

life
w

hen
he

could
stand

for
public

offices.T
hatw

as
the

stage
atw

hich
he

m
oved

outofhis
father’s

house
—

w
ith

his
father’s

approval,
and

indeed
actually

upon
his

advice.
For

the
elder

C
aelius

lives
too

far
from

the
Forum

,
and

in
order

to
be

able
to

visit ourhom
es

m
ore

easily,and
receive

visits
from

his
ow

n
friends, his

son
leased

a
house

on
the

Palatine,at
a

m
oderate

rent.

1
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In
this

context
I

should
like

to
repeat

w
hat

the
em

inent
M

arcus
C

rassus
recently

said
w

hen
he

w
as

expressing
regret

at
the

arrival
ofK

ing
Ptolem

ylz
of E

gypt.

W
ould

thatin
Pelion’s

forestthe
vessel had

n
o
t’

3.

B
ut

you
w

ill
I

am
sure

allow
m

e
to

go
on

w
ith

the
sam

e
quotation.

For
then

never
w

ould
a

lady
bereftofher

w
its.

have
given

us
all

this
trouble,

nam
ely

M
edea,sick

in
her

spirit,w
ounded

by
cruellove.

A
nd

that, gentlem
en,hints

atw
hatI

am
going

to
dem

onstrate
w

hen
I

com
e

to
the

appropriate
point

in
m

y
speech:

nam
ely

that
all

this
young

m
an’s

trouble,
or

rather
all

the
gossip

about
him

,
has

been
caused

by
his

change
of

residence
—

and
by

this
M

edea
of

the
Palatine.

C
onfident

of
your

sound
judgeinent,

gentlem
en,

I
am

not
w

orried
by

the
various

fictions
w

hich
I

gather
from

the
speeches

for
the

prosecution
are

being
concocted

to
bolster

up
their

case.
O

ne
of

these
fabrications

related
to

a
Senator

w
ho

w
as

going
to

testify
he

had
been

assaulted
by

C
aelius

during
the

election
of priests.

Ifhe
com

es
forw

ard
I

shall
ask

him
,

first
w

hy
he

took
no

legal
action

straight
aw

ay,
and

secondly
—

granted
that

he
chose

to
com

plain
inform

ally
rather

than
to

bring
a

form
al

charge
—

w
hy

he
w

as
produced

by
yourselves

instead
ofstepping

forw
ard

ofhis
ow

n
accord;

and
w

hy, in
addition,he

preferred
to

m
ake

his
protestso

very
m

uch
later rather

than
atthe

tim
e.If he

can
supply

shrew
d

and
pointed

answ
ers

to
these

questions,
then

I
w

ill
conclude

by

1
2

.
P

tolem
y

X
II

A
uletes,

after
buying

recognition
as

king
of

E
gypt

in
59,

w
as

expelled
in

the
follow

ing
year

and
sought

help
in

R
om

e.
1
3
.

T
he

quotation, from
E

nnius’
M

edea,isused
by

C
rassus

in
reference

to
the

arrival
o
f

a
delegation

led
by

D
io

of
A

lexandria
to

present
a

counterbiast to
P

tolem
y’s

plea.
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inquiring
w

here
this

Senator
originated.

If
it

tu
rn

s
o
u

t
th

at
the

spring
fro

m
w

h
ich

he
em

anates
an

d
bursts

fo
rth

in
to

our
m

idstis
him

selfand
him

selfonly,
I

m
ay

w
ell

be
im

pressed,
as

I
alw

ays
am

,
by

such
a

display
of

independent
initiative,

B
ut

if,on
the

other
hand

he
proves

m
erely

to
be

a
m

inor
tributary

rivulet,
draw

n
offfrom

the
m

ain
source

of
your

prosecuting
organization,

m
y

reaction
w

ill
be

one
ofparticular

pleasure
—

because
this

m
eans

that
in

spite
of

all
your

influence
and

re
sources

no
m

ore
than

one
single

Senator
has

been
found

w
il

ling
to

do
you

a
favour!

N
or

am
I

in
the

least
scared

of
that

other
category

of
w

itnesses,
w

ho
m

ay
be

described
as

the
G

entlem
en

of
the

N
ight.

For
it

w
as

indicated
that

certain
persons

w
ill

be
ready

to
declare

that
their

w
ives,

w
hile

on
their

w
ay

hom
e

from
a

dinner—
party,

w
ere

crim
inally

assaulted
by

C
aelius.

W
hat

high—
principled

characters
these

m
ust

be
to

volunteer
such

an
assertion

on
oath,

w
hen

they
are

obliged
to

adm
it

that
they

never
m

ade
the

slightest
attem

pt
to

obtain
satisfaction

for
these

grave
w

rongs
by

asking
for

a
settlem

ent
out

of
court,

or
even

for
an

inform
al

m
eeting!

N
ow

,gentlem
en,you

are
in

a
position

to
foresee

the
entire

nature
of

the
prosecution’s

line;
and

w
hen

the
onslaught

is
launched

it
w

ill
be

your
duty

to
beat

it
back.

For
the

people
w

ho
are

really
eager

for
the

destruction
ofM

arcus
C

aelius
are

not
these

counsel
at

all.
O

stensibly,
the

attack
is

launched
by

them
.

B
ut

the
shafts

are
supplied

by
a

hidden
hand.

I
am

not
just

saying
this

to
bring

opprobrium
upon

the
prosecutors.

T
hey

are
perfectly

entitled
to

feel
proud

of
the

job
they

have
undertaken.

T
hey

are
doing

their
duty,

they
are

defending
their

friends,
they

are
behaving

as
m

en
ofcourage

should.
Injured,

they
resent

it;
angered,

they
let

them
selves

go;
challenged,

they
fight.B

ut
granted

that
m

en
ofspiritm

ay
have

reason
to

assail
M

arcus
C

aelius,
you

yourselves
are

in
duty

bound
to

pay
less

attention
to

other
people’s

resentm
ents

than
to

your
ow

n
honour

as
a

panel
ofjudges.
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B
esides,

look
at

the
crow

ds
of

people
of

every
class

and
occupation

and
kind

w
ith

w
hom

the
Forum

is alw
ays

packed.
O

ut
ofall

this
num

ber
there

are
sure

to
be

quantities
o
f in

d
i

viduals
preparea,

for
the

sake
ofprofit,

to
offer

their
services

and
exert

them
selves

and
undertake

to
give

evidence.
If

creatures
of

this
type

should
happen

to
have

intruded
into

the
present

trial,
I

ask
you,

gentlem
en,

to
use

your
good

sense
to

treat
their

greedy
aspirations

as
totally

irrelevant.
If

you
do,

you
w

ill dem
onstrate

thatyou
have

sim
ultaneously

had
regard

for
the

preservation
of

m
y

client,
your

ow
n

feelings
of

co
n

science,
and

the
w

elfare
of

the
entire

citizen
body,

at
a

tim
e

w
hen

all
these

are
m

enaced
by

dangerous
and

form
idable

personages.
I,

on
m

y
side,

have
no

intention
of

troubling
you

w
ith

w
itnesses.T

he
factsof the

case
are

unalterable, and
Ido

notp
ro

pose
to

suggest
that

they
hinge

on
w

itnesses’
evidence, w

hich
can

so
easily

and
readily

be
m

anipulated
and

tw
isted

and
d
is

torted.
I

prefer
to

use
the

rational
m

ethod:
I

shall
rebut

these
charges

by
proofs

that
arc

clearer
than

the
light

of
day.

Fact
w

ill
be

answ
ered

by
fact,

reason
by

reason,
proposition

by
proposition.

I
am

therefore
entirely

content
that

M
arcus

C
rassus

should
have

spoken
so

fully,
so

earnestly
and

so
eloquently

about
the

sections
of

the
case

relating
to

the
disturbances

at
N

eapolis,
the

assaulton
the

A
lexandrians

at Puteoli,
and

the
property

of
P

alla.’
Iw

ish
he

had
also

dealtw
ith

D
io’s

m
urder.’

A
nd

yet
w

hat
m

ore
could

you
possibly

expect
to

hear
from

anyone
about

that
particular

m
atter,

w
hen

the
actual

perpetrator
of

the
deed

is
either

w
holly

unafraid
of retribution

or
even

w
il

ling
to

adm
itw

hat
he

has
done?

—
since

he
is,

after
all,

a
king.

B
esides,

the
m

an
w

ho
w

as
said

to
have

been
his

agent
and

14. N
othing

is
know

n
for

certain
ofthese

incidents.
iç

.
T

he
envoy

D
io

w
as

m
urdered

in
Italy

on
Ptolem

y’s
instructions.

P.
A

sicius
w

as
successfully

defended
by

C
icero.
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confidantin
the

m
urder,

Publius
A

sicius,
has

been
brought

to
trial

and
acquitted.

H
ere,then,is

a
crim

e
w

hich
the

guilty
party

does
not

deny;
and

the
person

w
ho

claim
ed

he
had

nothing
to

do
w

ith
it

has
got

off.
So

w
hy

should
any

charge
under

this
heading

w
orry

m
y

client,
w

ho
has

never
been

under
suspicion

or
indeed

even
the

slightest
shadow

of
com

plicity?
T

he
suggestion

has
been

m
ade

thatA
sicius

w
as

only
acquitted

because
ofcollusion

betw
een

prosecution
and

defence.
T

hat
point,

how
ever,

can
very

easily
be

contradicted,
and

m
ost

easily
ofallby

m
yself

w
ho

w
as

his
defending

counsel.
B

ut
in

any
case

C
aelius

—

although
incidentally

he
has

a
strong

belief
in

A
sicius’

in
nocence

—
argues

that,
w

hatever
the

situation
in

that
respect

m
ay

be,
the

position
of

A
sicius

has
no

connexion
w

hatever
w

ith
his

ow
n.

A
nd

that
is

not
his

view
only;

it
is

also
th

e
o
p
in

io
n

o
f

T
itus

and
G

aius
C

oponius.
T

hese
tw

o
very

civilized
and

cu
l

tired
young

m
en,possessing

allthe
advantages

ofan
excellent

education
in

the
arts,w

ere
m

ore
profoundly

distressed
than

an
y

body
else

by
the

death
of D

io,to
w

hom
they

w
ere

attached
by

ties
of

hospitality
and

by
a

shared
devotion

to
learning

and
the

hum
anities.D

io,
as

you
w

ere
told,

w
as

staying
w

ith
T

itus
C

oponius,
w

ho
had

got
to

know
him

at
A

lexandria.
W

hat
he

and
his

em
inent

brother
think

about
M

arcus
C

aelius
you

w
illhear from

their
ow

n
lips

ifthey
are

produced
as

w
itnesses.

So
let

us
setthis

w
hole

business
aside,

and
finally

c
o
m

e
to

th
e

real
facts

behind
the

case.
I

saw
you

w
ere

paying
very

careful
attention

to
the

points
m

y
friend

Lucius
H

erennius
m

ade.
W

hat
particularly

a
t

tracted
your

notice,
no

doubt,
w

as
his

talented
m

anner
and

a
special

quality
in

his
style.

B
ut

I
w

as
also

afraid
at

tim
es

that
the

substance
of

his
speech,

so
tellingly

planned
to

create
a

dam
ning

effect,w
ould

exercise
an

im
perceptible

and
insidious

influence
on

yourjudgem
ent

of
the

case.
H

e
said

a
lot

about

iX
,2

1
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extravagance,
lust,

youthful
vices

and
im

m
oral

behaviour.
H

eretm
ius

is
usually

a
m

ild
enough

m
an,

and
indeed

an
a
t

tractive
represençative

of
the

urbane
and

w
ell—

bred
m

anners
w

hich
are

now
i

fashion.Y
ethere

in
court,on

the
otherhand,

you
could

not
have

im
agined

a
sterner

kind
of

uncle
and

m
oralist

and
tutor.

H
e

reprim
anded

M
arcus

C
aelius

in
term

s
w

hich
n
o

father
has

ever
dream

tofusing
tow

ards
his

ow
n

son.
H

e
w

ent
on

at
great

length
about

the
evils

of
w

ild
and

in
tem

perate
living.

In
short,

gentlem
en,

I
began

to
excuse

you
for

listening
so

intently,
because

the
grim

and
glum

m
anner

of
his

speech
w

as
beginning

to
cause

even
m

e
to

trem
ble.

T
he

first
part

of
his

speech,
how

ever,
did

not
trouble

m
e

very
m

uch.
T

his
contained

his
allegation

that
C

aelius
w

as
intim

ate
w

ith
m

y
friend

B
estia

—
that

he
used

to
dine

at
B

estia’s
hom

e,
visited

him
on

m
any

occasions,
and

supported
his

candidature
for

the
praetorship.

T
hese

assertions
do

not
bother

m
e

because
they

are
m

anifestly
false.

For
H

erennius
also

m
entioned

other
people

w
ho

had
dined

w
ith

B
estia;

and
they

are
not here

—
or

ifthey
are

here
itis

m
erely

because
they

have
been

forced
to

tell
the

sam
e

story.
N

or
am

I in
the

leastw
orried

by
H

erennius’
suggestion

that
C

aelius
w

as
one

of
his

fellow
-m

em
bers

of
the

L
uperci.’
6

T
he

originalW
olf-m

en
w

ere
a

kind
ofprim

itive
brotherhood,

of
a

pastoral
and

rustic
character,

w
ho

in
the

days
before

civilization
and

law
form

ed
bands

together
in

the
w

oods.
A

nd
indeed

its
m

em
bers

arc
still,

apparently,
savage

enough
not

only
to

lay
inform

ation
against

their
ow

n
brethren

but
actually,

w
hen

they
are

doing
so,

to
boast

about
the

fraternal
relationship

—
anxious,

it
w

ould
seem

,
to

ensure
that

people
should

be
aw

are
of

the
bond!

B
ut

enough
about

that.
I

w
ill

pass
on

to
allegations

w
hich

gave
m

e
greater

concern.
H

erennius’
attack

on
dissipation

w
as

lengthy;
and

it
w

as
16.

T
he

L
uperciw

ere
an

ancientfraternity
w

ho
ran

round
the

bounds
ofthe

Palatine
w

earing
goat-skins

and
striking

w
om

en
w

ith
strips

o
fthe

sam
e

m
aterial

to
prom

ote
fertility.
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delivered
in

a
quieter

tone
of

voice.
It

also
aim

ed
at

logical
argum

ent
rather

than
m

ere
abuse,w

hich
w

as
one

reason
w

hy
it

received
such

close
attention.

H
is

fellow
—

prosecutor,
m

y
friend

Publius
C

lodius,’7
w

as
very

different, for
he

flung
h

im
self

about
w

ith
extrem

e
vigour

and
abandon,

and
expressed

everything
in

the
m

ostfiery
and

acid
term

s,
and

at
the

top
of

his
voice.

I w
as

im
pressed

by
all

this
eloquence.

B
ut

I
w

as
by

no
m

eans
alarm

ed;
for

I
had

been
to

a
good

m
any

trials
in

w
hich

C
lodius

ended
up

on
the

losing
side.

So
it

is
y

o
u

H
erennius,

w
hom

I
w

ill
first

answ
er,

ifI
m

ay.
I

w
ill

reply
to

your
question

w
hether

itis
right

and
proper

for
m

e
to

defend
a

m
an

w
ho

has
not

alw
ays

refused
invitations

to
dinner-

parties,
w

ho
has

ventured
to

go
for

w
alks

in
parks,

w
ho

has
not

abstained
totally

from
the

use
of

perfum
e,

and
w

ho
has

been
know

n
to

pay
visits

to
B

aiae.’
8

T
here

are
people

Ihave
seen

and
heard

of in
our

com
m

unity
w

ho
have

taken
m

ore
than

a
little

sip
of thatkind

oflife,w
ho

have
gone

beyond
just

giving
it

the
proverbial

touch
w

ith
their

fm
ger-tips,

and
w

ho
have

indeed
devoted

their
entire

youth
to

debauchery:
but

then
they

have
turned

over
a

new
leafand

becom
e

respected
and

em
inent citizens.

For
everyone

agrees
young

m
en

m
ay

be
allow

ed
a

certain
am

ount
of

in
dulgence.

Indeed,
nature

herself
is

gem
ierous

in
supplying

them
w

ith
sexual

appetites
—

and
if

their
outbreaks

do
not

ruin
anyone’s

life
or

destroy
anyone’s

hom
e

these
are

usually
regarded

as
reasonable

and
tolerable.

B
ut

itseem
ed

to
m

e
that

you
w

ere
using

the
excesses

com
m

on
to

young
m

en
in

order
to

stir
up

prejudice
against

C
aclius

in
particular;

and
that

the
silent concentration

w
ith

w
hich

your
speech

w
as

heard
ow

ed
m

uch
to

the
fact

that,
although

its
criticism

s
w

ere
directed

against
a

single
individual,

w
hat

w
e

w
ere

thinking
about

w
as

the
w

idespread
diffusion

of
these

faults.

1
7
.

T
his

is
evidently

not
the

P.
C

lodius
P

uicher
w

ho
w

as
C

icero’s
enem

y.
i8.

B
aiae

w
as

a
fashionable

resort
on

the
B

ay
of

N
aples.

i8o
i8i
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Itis
easy,gentlem

en,
to

attack
im

m
orality. D

aylight w
ould

rapidly
failm

e
ifI tried

to
bring

out
every

aspect ofthe
topic:

seduction,
adultery,

lechery,
w

aste
ofm

oney
—

the
list is

en
d

less.
E

ven
if
e

arc
not

censuring
any

particular
person

but
are

m
erely

considering
the

general
them

e
of

such
vices,

the
subject

in
itself offers

scope
for

a
w

eighty
and

extended
d
ia

tribe.
B

ut
sensible

m
en

like
yourselves,

gentlem
en,

m
ust

not
allow

yourselves
to

be
distracted

in
such

a
w

ay
from

the
actual

person
of

the
defendant

him
self.

Y
our

ow
n

high
p

rin
ciples

of
strictness

and
responsibility

em
pow

er
you

to
ad

m
inister

a
sting

of
very

great
severity. W

hat
the

prosecutor
has

done
is

to
direct

this
sting

against
a

universal
situation,

against
the

sins
and

w
ickedness

of the
age.

Itw
ould

therefore
be

w
rong

for
you

to
turn

it
instead

against
one

single
d
e

fendant,
w

ho
has

been
subjected

to
a

prejudicial
attack

inspired
by

no
personal

fault
of

his
ow

n
but

by
failings

that
are

found
in

a
great

m
any

people.
C

onsequently,
H

erennius,
I

shall not
aspire

to
give

the
sort

ofreply
to

your
strictures

that their
form

w
ould

seem
to

have
dem

anded.
If

I
had

done
so,

I
could

have
begged

for
the

indulgence
to

w
hich

a
young

m
an

is
entitled,

and
asked

that
he

should
be

pardoned
on

those
grounds.

B
ut,

as
I

say,
I

shall
not

adopt
that

course.
For

I
am

taking
no

refuge
in

excuses
about

his
youth;

I
renounce

such
a

right,
although

it
is

one
w

hich
anybody

w
ould

be
entitled

to
claim

.
A

ll
I

ask
instead

is
that,

w
hatever

general
prejudice

our
generation

m
ay

feel
against

young
m

en’s
debts

and
excesses

and
dissipations

—

and
I

know
this

feeling
is

a
pow

erful
one

—
the

transgressions
of

the
others,

and
juvenile

shortcom
ings

in
general,

and
the

evils
of

the
tim

es,
should

not
be

produced
as

reasons
w

hy
C

aeius
should

be
condem

ned.

Y
et

at
the

sam
e

tim
e,

w
hile

insisting
on

this
request,

I
have

not
the

slightest
objection

to
replying

m
ost

m
eticulously

to
the

specific
accusations

w
hich

are
brought

against him
.
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T
w

o
ofthese

charges,
one

relating
to

gold
and

the
other

to
poison,

concern
one

and
the

sam
e

individual.
T

he
gold

is
supposed

to
have

been
taken

from
C

lodia,
the

poison
to

have
been

acquired
so

that
C

lodia
should

drink
it.

A
ll

the
other

m
atters

raised
are

not
really

accusations
in

any
proper

sense
of

the
w

ord,but
only

slanders,m
ore

appropriate
to

som
e

vulgar
shouting-m

atch
than

to
a

national
court

ofjustice.
D

eclara
tions

that
C

aelius
is

adulterous,
im

m
oral

and
a

briber’s
tout

are
notcharges

atallbutjust plain
insults.

Slurs
ofsuch

a
kind

have
not

the
sm

allest
foundation

or
basis.

T
hey

are
nothing

butm
ere

vituperation,uttered
atrandom

by
a

prosecutorw
ho

has
lethis

tem
per

get
the

better
ofhim

and
holds

forth
with—

out
a

trace
of

supporting
evidence.

B
ut

as
for

the
tw

o
other

charges,
I

can
see

clearly
enough

w
hat

the
foundation

is
for

them
—

there
is

som
eone

in
the

background,
a

source,
a

d
e

finite
individual

from
w

hom
they

stem
.

H
ere

is
the

first
story:

C
aelius

needed
gold,

took
it

from
C

lodia, took
itw

ithoutw
itnesses,kept

it as
long

as
he

w
anted

to.
A

dem
onstration,

you
w

ill
tell

m
e,

that
the

tw
o

of
them

w
ere

rem
arkably

intim
ate!

T
he

second
story

goes
like

this:
he

proposed
to

killher,he
procured

poison,bribed
collaborators,

m
ade

the
necessary

arrangem
ents,

fixed
a

place,
conveyed

the
poison

there.
E

vidence,
this

tim
e,

of
a

violent
rupture

and
overw

helm
ing

hatred!
G

entlem
en,

the
w

hole
of

the
case

revolves
round

C
lodia.

She
is

a
w

om
an

of
noble

birth;
but

she
also

has
a

notorious
reputation.

M
y

observations
about

this
lady

w
ill

be
lim

ited
to

w
hat

is
necessary

to
refute

the
charge.

Y
ou,

C
naeus

D
o
m

i
tius,’
9

in
your

w
isdom

, m
ustappreciate

thatshe
is

the
one

and
only

person
w

ith
w

hom
w

e
really

have
to

concern
ourselves

at
all.

If
she

denies
she

lent
C

aelius
gold,

if
she

puts
forw

ard
no

claim
that

he
tried

to
poison

her,
w

e
are,

I
fear,

guilty
of

disagreeable
behaviour

for
using

the
nam

e
of

a
m

arried
R

om
an

lady
in

a
m

anner
far

rem
oved

from
w

hat
is

due
to

1
9
.The

praetor Cn. D
om

itiusCalvinusw
as chairm

an
ofthe

tribunal.
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such
a

lady’s
virtue.

Y
et

since
the

elim
ination

ofthis
w

om
an

from
the

case
w

ill
also

m
ean

the
elim

ination
of

every
single

charge
w

ith
w

hich
C

aclius
is

faced,
w

e
w

ho
act

as
his

counsel
are

left
w

ith
no

alternative;
if

som
eone

attacks
C

lodius
w

e
are

obliged
to

show
they

are
w

rong.
Indeed,

m
y

refutation
w

ould
be

fram
ed

in
considerably

m
ore

forcible
term

s
if

I
did

n
o
t

feel
inhibited

by
the

fact
that

the
w

om
an’s

husband
—

sorry,
I

m
ean

brother,
20

alw
ays

m
ake

that
slip

—
is

m
y

personal
enem

y.
Since

that
is

the
situation,

how
ever,

m
y

language
w

ill
be

as
m

oderate
as

Ican
m

ake
it,and

Iw
illgo

no
farther

than
m

y
conscience

and
the

nature
ofthe

action
render

unavoidable.
A

nd
indeed

I
never

im
agined

I
should

have
to

engage
in

quarrels
w

ith
w

om
en,m

uch
less w

ith
a

w
om

an
w

ho
has

alw
ays

been
w

idely
regarded

as
having

no
enem

ies
since

she
so

readily
offers

intim
acy

in
all

directions.
H

ow
ever,

there
it

is;
and

I
shall

begin
by

asking
her

a
question. D

oes
she

prefer
m

c
to

dealw
ith

her
according

to
the

stern,
severe

tradition
of

ancient
tim

es,
or

in
a

light—
hearted,

m
ild

and
civilized

fashion
instead?

If
in

the
bleak

old
m

anner
and

style,
then

I
m

u
s
t

call
up

from
the

dead
one

of
those

personages
w

ith
heavy

beards
—

notthe
m

odern
sortofneatlittle

beard
w

hich
she

is
so

keen
on,

but
the

bristling
kind

thatw
e

see
on

antique
statues

and
busts

—

to
reprim

and
the

w
om

an
and

speak
to

her
in

m
y

place
(w

hich
has

the
advantage

of
directing

her
fury

aw
ay

from
m

yself).
So

let
m

e
conjure

up,
then,

som
e

m
em

ber
ofher

ow
n

fam
ily.

A
nd

w
hy

not
the

venerable
A

ppius
C

laudius
the

B
lind

21
-

2
0
.

T
his

is
an

im
plied

allegation
of

C
lodia’s

incest
w

ith
her

brother
P.

C
lodius

P
ulcher.

H
e

w
as

rum
oured

to
have

incestuous
relations

w
ith

his
other

sisters
also.

2
1
,

A
p.

C
laudius

C
aecus

(censor
3
1
2
,

consul
3
0
7
,

2
9
6

)
built

the
first

R
om

an
aqueduct

and
the

first
portion

of
the

V
ia

A
ppia

and
tore

up
the

proposed
peace

w
ith

P
yrrhus

(2
8
0
).

C
lodius

and
C

laudius
are

the
sam

e
nam

e,
the

form
er

being
the

less
aristocratic

version,
since

P.
C

lodius
P

uicher
had

to
resign

from
the

patriciate
to

becom
e

a
tribune.
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w
ho

w
ill

suffer
less

than
anybody

else
because

he
w

ill
not

be
able

to
see

her?
If

he
returned

to
the

scene,
I

im
agine

this
is

how
he

w
ould

treat
her

and
w

hat
he

w
ould

say.
‘W

om
an,

w
hat

business
have

you
w

ith
C

aelius,
w

ho
is

little
m

ore
than

a
boy,

and
is

n
o

n
e

o
f

y
o
u
rs?

W
hy

have
you

form
ed

such
a

close
friendship

w
ith

him
that

you
lend

him
gold,

or
such

a
deep

enm
ity

that
you

are
afraid

ofpoison?
D

id
you

n
o

t
k

n
o

w
,

fro
m

w
h
at

you
have

seen,
that

your
father,

and
from

w
hat

you
have

heard
that

your
uncle,

your
grandfather,

your
great-grandfather,

your
great—

great—
grandfather,

and
your

great—
great—

great—
grandfather

w
ere

allconsuls?
A

nd
did

you
not

recall
thatyou

had
lately

been
m

arried
to

Q
uintus

M
etellus,22

a
notable,

courageous
and

patriotic
m

an
w

ho
only

had
to

setfoot
out

of
d
o
o
rs

to
o

u
tsh

in
e

alm
o
st

allhis
fellow

—
citizens

in
m

erit,
glory

and
ran

k
?

W
hen

your
m

arriage
had

transferred
you

from
one

illu
strio

u
s

h
o
u
se

to
an

o
th

er,
w

h
at

in
d
u
ced

y
o
u

to
fo

rm
so

intim
ate

a
link

w
ith

C
aelius?

W
as

he,
by

any
chance,a

blood-
relative,

or
a

m
arriage

connexion,
or

a
close

friend
of

your
husband?

H
e

w
as

none
of

these
things.

W
hat

other
reason,

then,
could

there
be

except
sheer

uncontrollable
lust?

‘Ifthe
statues

ofthe
m

enfolk
ofour

house
did

not
stiryour

better
feelings,

w
ere

you
not

aw
are

ofprom
ptings

from
m

y
fem

ale
descendant,

the
celebrated

Q
uinta

C
laudia,23

to
rival

her
glorious

achievem
ent

w
hich

added
to

the
renow

n
of

our
H

ouse?
D

id
you

derive
no

inspiration
from

the
noble

V
estal

V
irgin

.C
laudia,24

w
ho

during
her

father’s
T

rium
ph

gripped
him

tight
and

did
not

suffer
him

to
be

dragged
dow

n
out

of
his

chariot
by

a
hostile

tribune
of

the
people?

W
hy

did
you

2
2

.
C

lodia
w

as
suspected

o
f

m
urdering

her
husband

Q
.

C
aeciius

M
etellus

C
eler

(59).
23.

C
laudia

Q
uinta

pulled
free

the
im

age
o

f
C

ybele,
brought

from
Pessinus,

w
hen

it
w

as
grounded

at
the

m
outh

of
the

T
iber

(2
0
5
—

4
).

24.
T

he
V

estal
C

laudia
w

as
the

daughter
o

f
A

p.
C

laudius
P

uicher
(consul

1
4
3
)

w
ho

celebrated
a

T
rium

ph
over

the
A

lpine
Salassi.

i
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let
the

vices
of

your
brother

25
influence

you
m

ore
than

the
virtues

of
your

father
and

your
ancestors

—
virtues

that
have

reappeared
again

and
again

ever
since

m
y

ow
n

tim
e,not

only
am

ong
the

m
en

ofour
fam

ily
butam

ong
the

w
om

en
as

w
ell?

D
id

I
tear

up
that

bargain
w

ith
Pyrrhus

m
erely

in
order

that
you

should
drive

som
e

disgusting
sexual

bargain
every

day?
D

id
I

bring
w

ater
to

R
om

e
only

that
you

should
have

som
ething

to
w

ash
yourselfw

ith
after

your
im

pure
copula

tions?
W

as
the

sole
purpose

of
m

y
R

oad
that

you
should

parade
up

and
dow

n
itescorted

by
a

crow
d

of
other

w
om

en’s
husbands?’

B
ut

I
w

onder
w

hy
I

introduced
this

personage
at

all:
for

his
austere

m
ethods

m
ightseem

to
raise

a
dangerous

possibility
ofthe

selfsam
e

A
ppius

suddenly
turning

round
and

using
that

fam
ous

censor’s
strictness

on
m

y
clientasw

ell!
H

ow
ever,that

is
a

point
w

hich
I

shallbe
seeing

to
later

on.
A

nd
w

hen
I

do,
gentlem

en,Iam
quite

certain
Ishallbe

able
to

defend
M

arcus
C

aclius’
w

ay
of life

even
to

the
sternest

ofjudges.
A

s
for

you,
on

the
other

hand,
w

om
an,

for
now

I
am

speaking
to

you
directly

and
not

through
som

e
stage

person
age,

if
you

w
ill

condescend
to

justify
your

goings
on,

your
declarations,

your
fabrications,

your
intrigues,

your
allega

tions,
it

is
also

your
responsibility

to
explain

and
account

in
fullfor

this
intim

acy,
this

fam
iliarity,

this
w

hole
relationship.

T
he

prosecutors
are

m
aking

play
w

ith
orgies,

cohabitations,
adulteries,

trips
to

B
aiac,

beach
parties,

dinner
parties,

drink—
ing

parties,
m

usical
parties,

concert
parties,

boating
parties

—

and
they

indicate
that

everything
they

are
talking

about
is

said
w

ith
your

approval.
A

nd
since

you
have

been
m

isguided
and

headstrong
enough

to
w

antallthese
incidents

broughtup
in.the

Forum
and

in
court,either

you
m

ustdisprove
them

and
dem

onstrate
that

they
are

false,
or,

if
you

cannot
do

so,
you

w
illhave

adm
itted

thatneitheryour
charge

noryour
evidence

has
the

slightestclaim
to

be
believed

because
you

yourselfare
25. The

reference
is

to
Cicero’s

enem
y

P. Clodius
Puicher.
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discredited
by

direct personal involvem
ent in

every
one

of them
.

Y
ou

m
ay,

on
the

other
hand,

prefer
m

e
to

adopt
a

m
ore

polished
m

anner.
If

so,
this

is
how

I
shall

deal
w

ith
you.

I
propose

to
dism

iss
that

harsh,
alm

ost
rustic

old
gentlem

an,
and

instead
to

take
one

of these
m

odern
young

m
en. Indeed, I

shall
take

your
ow

n
youngest

brother.
H

is
taste

in
that

kind
of

thing
is

unerring.
B

esides,
he

loves
you

very
m

uch,
and

w
hen

he
w

as
a

little
boy

suffered,
I presum

e,
from

nerves
and

baseless
night

terrors
since

he
alw

ays
w

ent
to

bed
w

ith
you,

his
elder

sister.
W

ell,
im

agine
him

saying
to

you,
‘Sister,

w
hat

on
earth

is
all

the
disturbance

about?
W

hy
are

you
behaving

in
this

lunatic
fashion?

W
hy

do
you

m
ake

such
an

outcry, w
hy

such
afuss about not hi

n
g
?
2

6

‘V
ery

w
ell

then,’
he

w
ill

continue,
‘and

so
the

boy
w

ho
lived

next
door

to
you

caught
your

eye.
H

is
fine

c
o
in

plexion,
his

upstanding
figure,

his
fine

features
and

his
eyes

bow
led

you
over. Y

ou
w

anted
to

see
a

lot
of him

.
Som

etim
es

you
found

yourself
in

his
com

pany
in

a
garden.

Y
ou

are
a

greatlady, and
he

is a youth
w

ho
has

a
stingy

and
parsim

onious
father;

and
so

you
intend

to
use

your
riches

to
keep

him
in

your
grasp.

‘B
ut this

you
are

unable
to

achieve. H
e

spurns
you

and
casts

you
off,

your
presents

fail
to

im
press

him
.

W
ell,

try
som

e—
w

here
else

then.
Y

ou
have

got
your

park
beside

the
T

iber,
carefully

sited
on

the
spot

w
here

all
the

young
m

en
com

e
to

bathe.
From

there
you

can
pick

up
a

lover
any

day.
So

w
hy

bother
this

m
an

—
w

ho
evidently

does
not

care
for

you?’

A
nd

now
it is

your
turn

to
hear

from
m

e,
C

aelius.
T

o
suit

the
occasion,

I
am

going
to

assum
e

the
authority

and
sternness

of
a

father.
B

utI w
onder

w
hich

particular
father

I ought to
play

—
the

rough
and

ill—
tem

pered
one

of
C

aecilius:

2
6
.

T
he

quotation
is

from
a

com
ic

dram
atist,

possibly
C

aecilius
Statius

(d.
i68).
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For
now

at
lastm

y
spirit

is
afire,

and
m

y
heart

is
heaped

full
of

anger!

O
r

that
other

p3rent
w

ho
cried:

0
unhappy

rascal!

T
he

hearts
of all

these
fathers

are
m

ade
ofiron.

W
hatam

Ito
say?

W
hatam

Ito
hope

for?
W

hateveryou
do, your

sham
efuldeeds

m
ake

allm
y

w
ishes

vain.

W
hat

an
intolerable

lot
they

are!
T

hat
is

the
sort

of
father

w
ho

w
ould

say,’ W
hy

on
earth

have
you

settled
so

close
to

that prostitute?
W

hen
you

saw
through

her
enticem

ents,w
hy

ever
did

you
not

run
aw

ay?’

W
hy

have
you

got to
know

a strange
w

om
an?

Scatterand
squander

—
do

asyou
pkase

for
all

Icare.
Ifyou

lose
all yourm

oney
it isnotI

w
ho

w
illbe

the
sufferer.

Ihave
enough

to
keep

m
e

com
fortable

for
w

hat rem
ains ofm

y
life.27

T
o

this
gloom

y,
blunt

old
m

an
C

aelius
could

plead
that

he
w

as
not,

in
fact,

ever
diverted

from
the

straightpath
by

any
serious

infatuation
w

hatever.
H

ow
could

he
prove

this?
B

ecause
there

w
as

no
extravagance,

no
w

aste,
no

borrow
ing

to
pay

his
debts. T

here
w

ere
reports,

itis
true,that such

things
occurred.

B
ut

w
hat

a
problem

it
is

for
anyone

to
escape

such
rum

ours
in

a
city

so
full

of
m

alicious
gossip

as
ours!

D
oes

it
surprise

you
that

this
w

om
an’s

neighbour
gained

a
bad

re
putation,

w
hen

her
very

ow
n

brother
w

as
unable

to
avoid

unpleasant
com

m
ents?

W
ell

then,
let

us
take

a
m

ild
and

kindly
father

instead.
T

here
w

as
the

old
gentlem

an
w

ho
declared:

M
y

son
has

broken
a

door,
it

shallbe
repaired.

H
e

has
torn

your
clothes, they

shallbe
niended.2
5

2
7

. The
quotation

is from
the

A
deiphi ofTerence

(d.
1

5
9

)
(II.

1
2

0
—

2
1

).
z8.

ibid.

IN
D

E
F

E
N

C
E

O
F

M
A

R
C

U
S

C
A

E
L

IU
S

R
U

F
U

S

A
nd

indeed
the

case
ofC

aelius,
too,

is
a

very
easy

one.
O

n
each

and
every

charge
he

w
ould

find
it

the
sim

plestm
atter

to
defend

him
self.

A
s

regards
that

w
om

an,
I

am
not

at
the

m
om

ent
criticizing

her
at

all.
B

utjust
im

agine,
for

the
p
u
r

poses
of

argum
ent,

som
eone

w
ho

bears
not

the
slightest

resem
blance

to
her.

Im
agine

a
person

w
ho

offered
herselfto

every
m

an,
w

ho
quite

publicly
had

a
calendar

of
different

lovers
for

every
day,

w
hose

gardens,
hom

e
and

house
at

B
aiae

w
ere

throw
n

w
ide

open
to

every
sort

of
lecherous

riff-raff, w
ho

keptyoung
m

en
and

helped
them

to
endure

their
fathers’

m
eanness

by
paying

them
herself.

Im
agine

a
w

idow
living

unconventibnally,
a

sham
eless

w
idow

giving
rise

to
scandal,

a
w

ealthy
w

idow
behaving

riotously,
a

lascivious
w

idow
carrying

on
like

a
com

m
on

harlot.
If

any
m

an
had

been
a

little
free

in
his

attitude
tow

ards
a

w
om

an
like

that,
surely

it
w

ould
be

unreasonable
to

regard
him

as
having

com
m

itted
any

real
m

isconduct.
‘So

this,’
it w

illbe
objected, ‘isC

icero’s
educationalm

ethod!
So

now
w

e
know

how
you

propose
young

m
en

should
be

brought
up.

B
ut

w
as

this
boy

com
m

ended
and

entrusted
to

your
care

by
his

father
m

erely
in

order
thathe

should
occupy

his
youthful

years
in

vicious
and

libidinous
behaviour,

w
hile

you
yourself

actually
excuse

that
sort

of
life

and
those

p
u
r

suits?’
B

ut,
gentlem

en,
w

as
there

ever
a

m
an

on
this

earth
w

hose
w

ill-pow
er,

high-m
indedness

and
self-control

w
ere

sufficient
to

m
ake

him
reject

all
pleasures

w
hatsoever

and
devote

his
w

hole
life

to
physical

exercise
and

intellectual
e
x

ertion;
a

m
an

w
ho

w
as

not
attracted

by
relaxation

or
recrea

tion
or

the
pursuits

ofhis
contem

poraries
or

m
aking

love
or

going
to

parties;
w

ho
believed

that
nothing

in
all

the
w

orld
w

as
w

orth
striving

for
unless

it
w

as
directed

tow
ards

honour
and

glory?
Ifa

person
w

ith
these

qualities
ever

existed,
then

I
for

one
should

regard
his

endow
m

ent and
apparatus

of virtues
as

som
ething

truly
superhum

an.
O

fsuch
a

kind,
it

seem
s

to
m

e,
w

ere
those

fam
ous

C
am

illi,

189
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xvii,
39

Fabricii
and

C
u
rii,

2
9

and
all the

heroesw
ho

raised
our

state
to

greatness
from

sm
all

beginnings.
N

ow
adays,

virtues
of

this
calibre

no
longer

form
part

of
our

m
oral

system
.

T
hey

are
scarcely

even
&

be
found

in
books;

even
the

records
w

hich
told

of
that

old-fashioned
sternness

are
no

m
ore

to
be

seen.
A

nd
that

is
not

only
true

of
us

R
om

ans,
w

ho
have

put
this

design
for

living
into

practice
m

ore
conscientiously

than
w

e
have

follow
ed

it in
theory.A

m
ong

learned
G

reeks
also, w

hose
speeches

and
w

ritings
(though

unm
atched

by
actions)

atrn
tam

ed
such

grandeur
and

brilliance,precepts
ofquite

another
sorthave

becom
e

fashionable
in

the
changed

G
reece

oftoday.
For

one
idea,

now
adays,

is
that

the
truly

w
ise

m
an

does
everything

for
the

sake
ofpleasure;

and
learned

scholars
have

not
been

repelled
by

this
sham

efulassertion.
O

thers
have

sup
posed

that
virtue

and
pleasure

should
be

com
bined,

thus
uniting

by
verbal

dexterity
tw

o
things

w
hich

are,
in

fact,
w

holly
incom

patible.
A

nd
the

result
is

that
the

philosophers
w

ho
have

tried
to

dem
onstrate

that
the

only
straight

road
to

glory
is

the
road

of laborious
effort

are
left

alm
ost

alone
and

stranded
in

their
lecture—

room
s.°

A
nd

indeed
nature

herself
spontaneously

generates
m

any
enticem

ents
w

hich
can

at
tim

es
lull

virtue
into

som
nolence

and
cause

her
eyes

to
droop.

N
ature

has
offered

the
young

m
any

slippery
paths

on
w

hich
they

can
hardly

set
foot

or
start

to
m

ove
w

ithout
falling

or
losing

their
balance.

She
has

lavished
upon

them
a

greatvariety
ofpleasantthings

—
things,

m
oreover,w

hich
are

calculated
to

charm
notonly

these
early

years
but

the
subsequent

tim
es

of
fuller

m
aturity

as
w

ell.
So

if
you

should
happen

to
find

som
eone

w
ho

despises
the

sight
ofbeautiful

objects,
w

ho
derives

no
pleasure

from
scent

2
9

.
M

,Furius
C

am
illuscaptured

V
eii

(396),C
.Fabricius

L
uscinus

w
as

the
hero

of
the

w
ar

w
ith

Pyrrhus,
M

an.
C

urius
D

entatus
(d.

2
7
0
)

defeated
Sam

nites,
Sabines

and
Pyrrhus.

3
0
.C

icero
refers

in
turn

to
the

Epicureans,
A

cadem
ics

(and
P

en
patetics),and

Stoics.

IN
D

E
F

E
N

C
E

O
F

M
A

R
C

U
S

C
A

E
L

IU
S

R
U

F
U

S

or
touch

or
taste,

w
ho

shuts
out

all
sw

eet
sounds

from
his

ears,
such

a
m

an
I

perhaps,
and

a
few

others,
w

ill
hold

to
be

the
favourite

ofthe
gods;

but
m

ost
people

w
ill

account
him

the
victim

of
their

w
rath.

So
w

e
have

to
abandon

this
forsaken,

untrodden
byw

ay,
obstructed

so
thickly

by
foliage

and
undergrow

th.
Letyouth

be
perm

itted
its

fun,
and

tender
years

a
m

easure
of

liberty.
A

llow
a

certain
am

ount
ofam

usem
ent!

D
o

not
alw

ays
give

preference
to

logical,unbending
reason.

G
rant

that
it

should
som

etim
es

be
overborne

by
the

desires
and

pleasures
of

the
heart,

provided
that

in
so

doing
the

follow
ing

rule
and

lim
itation

be
observed.

A
young

m
an

m
ust

be
scrupulous

of
his

ow
n

good
nam

e
and

not
do

violence
to

that
of

others.
H

e
m

ust
not

squander
his

inheritance
or

becom
e

crippled
by

the
interest

on
his

debts.
H

e
m

ust
not

destroy
people’s

hom
es

and
reputations.

H
e

m
ust

not
corrupt

the
uncorrupted,

or
blem

ish
the

virtuous,
or

bring
scandal

upon
those

of
good

repute.
H

e
m

ust
refrain

from
violent

intim
idation

and
stay

clear
of

conspiracy
and

crim
e.

Finally,
after

he
has

indulged
his

taste
for

entertainm
ents

and
spent

tim
e

on
love

affairs
and

the
trivial

passions
of

youth,
he

m
ust,

eventually,
turn

back
and

attend
instead

to
his

hom
e,

and
the

business
o

fthe
F

orum
,

and
public

life.
For

he
w

ill
then

have
show

n
that

satiety
has

caused
him

to
discard,

and
experience

to
spurn,

the
things

w
hich

reason
had

not
hitherto

enabled
him

to
see

in
their

true
light.

B
oth

in
our

ow
n

tim
es,

gentlem
en,and

w
ithin

the
m

em
ory

of
our

fathers
and

forefathers,
there

have
been

m
any

great
m

en
and

distinguished
citizens

w
ho,

once
their

youthful
desires

had
sim

m
ered

dow
n,

behaved
in

their
m

aturity
w

ith
exem

plary
correctness.

I
prefer

not
to

indicate
any

o
f

them
by

their
nam

es
—

these
you

m
ay

rem
em

ber
for

yourselves
—

because
I

do
not

w
ant

to
associate

the
renow

n
o

f
any

brave
and

em
inent

citizen
w

ith
even

the
slightest

of
defects.

W
ere

it
m

y
intention

to
do

so,
I

could
indicate

m
any

im
portant,

1
9
1

1
9
0
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illustrious
personages

w
ho

w
ere

notorious
during

their
younger

days
for

excessive
w

ildness,
unrestrained

dissipation,
enorm

ous
debts,

extravagance
and

debauchery,
but

w
hose

faults
w

ere
1ter

so
com

pletely
covered

over
by

a
host

of
virtues

that
anyone

w
ho

felt
so

inclined
could

excuse
those

earlier
m

anifestations
on

the
score

ofyouth.
B

U
t

in
M

arcus
C

aclius
—

for
m

y
readiness,

relying
on

your
good

judgem
ent,

to
concede

certain
points

gives
m

e
all

the
greater

confidence
in

telling
you

the
m

any
creditable

things
about

him
—

in
M

arcus
C

aelius
you

w
ill

find
no

loose
living,

no
extravagance,

no
debts,

no
addiction

to
parties

and
low

haunts,
none

of
that

vice
of

over-eating
and

over-drinking
w

hich
does

not
dim

inish
but

grow
s

w
ith

age.
L

ove-m
aking

too,
the

taste
for

sexual
adventures,

w
hich

does
not

usually
trouble

people
ofreasonably

strong
character

—
for

such
loves

are
quick

to
bloom

and
fade

—
has

never
ensnared

him
in

its
toils.

Y
ou

have
heard

C
aelius

pleading
forhim

self.’
In

a
previous

case
you

also
heard

him
as

a
prosecutor.
3
2

N
ow

,
w

hat
I

am
going

to
say

is
said

to
defend

him
,

and
not

for
the

sake
of

boasting
O

fl
m

y
ow

n
account,

but
I

am
sure

that
w

ith
your

appreciation
of

such
things

you
noticed

his
oratorical

style
and

skill,his
fluency

ofthought
and

expression.A
nd

you
saw

how
these

qualities
m

irrored
his

ow
n

natural
gifts.

Such
talents, even

w
hen

there
is

no
effortbehind

them
,often

m
ake

an
im

pression
by

their
ow

n
unaided

pow
er.

B
ut

C
aelius,

unless
m

y
affection

m
isled

m
e,added

to
these

naturalqualifica
tions

a
sound

theoretical
know

ledge
based

on
the

liberal
arts

and
perfected

by
unrem

itting
attention

and
strenuous

w
ork.

I
w

ould
have

you
know

,
gentlem

en,
that

the
dissipated

tastes
for

w
hich

C
aelius

is
blam

ed,
and

the
occupations

w
hich

I
am

discussing
now

,
are

by
no

m
eans

easily
to

be
found

in
one

and
the

sam
e

m
an.For

a
m

ind
given

up
to

sensuality
and

3
1
.

C
aclius

opened
his

ow
n

defence.
H

e
had

been
taught

by
C

icero.
3

2
.

T
he

reference
isto

C
aelius’

prosecution
ofC

.
A

ntonius
H

ybrida.

im
peded

by
love,passion, craving, and

in
m

any
cases excessive

w
ealth

(orsom
etim

es
the

lack
of

it), cannot possibly
undertake

the
sort

of
thing

that
w

e
others

contrive
to

perform
in

the
w

ay
of

m
aking

speeches.
T

hey
cannot

m
anage

the
physical

effort,
and

the
intellectual

exertion
is

beyond
them

as
w

ell.
C

an
you

think
ofany

other
reason

w
hy,

w
hen

high
rew

ards
exist

for
eloquence,

w
hen

public
speaking

gives
the

speaker
such

great
satisfaction

and
brings

him
so

m
uch

favour
and

influence
and

honour,
the

people
w

ho
adopt

this
occupation

are
and

alw
ays

have
been

so
few

?
T

he
reason

is
that

every
pleasure

has
to

be
renounced,

all relaxations,
liaisons,

am
use

m
ents

and
social

gatherings
refused

—
even

conversation
w

ith
one’s

friends
virtually

has
to

be
given

up.
T

hat,
rather

than
any

lack
of

natural
talents

or
boyhood

training,
is

w
hy

the
labours

required
by

this
career

scare
m

en
off and

deter
them

from
its

pursuit.
So

ifC
aeius

had
im

m
ersed

him
selfin

the
kind

of life
w

hich
has

been
im

puted
against

him
,

then
how

on
earth

could
he,

atsuch
a

very
early

age,
actually

have
brought

to
trial

a
m

an
so

senior
that

he
had

held
the

consulship?
Ifhe

shrank
from

hard
w

ork
and

w
as

plunged
into

self-indulgence,
how

ever
could

he
appear

on
this

battle-ground
day

after
day, pursuing

cam
paigns

against
enem

ies,
sum

m
oning

them
into

the
dock,

exposing
him

self
to

crim
inal

proceedings,
and

before
the

eyes
of

the
w

hole
R

om
an

people
m

aintaining
these

m
any

m
onths

past
a

struggle
on

w
hich

his
w

hole
reputation

and
future

have
been

staked?

Surely
that

notorious
neighbourhood

on
the

Palatine
gives

us
a

w
hiffof w

hat
the

true
facts

are.
Popular

rum
our

clearly
has

som
ething

to
tell

us
—

and
so

does
B

aiae.
Y

es,
B

aiae
does

not
sim

ply
tellus

a
tale,but rings

w
ith

the
reportthatthere

is
one

w
om

an
so

deeply
sunk

in
her

vicious
depravities

that
she

no
longer

even
bothers

to
seek

privacy
and

darkness
and

the
33.

C
aelius

lived
near

C
lodia

on
the

P
alatine

(p.
‘75).

1
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usual
veil

of
discretion

to
cover

her
lusts.

O
n

the
contrary,

she
actually

exults
in

displaying
the

m
ost

foully
lecherous

gom
gs

on
aiim
1

the
w

idest publicity
and

in
the

glaring
light of

day.A
ll the

sam
e, if anyone

thinks
young

m
en

ought to
be

fo
r

bidden
affairs

even
w

ith
prostitutes,

he
is

certainly
very

austere
(that

I
w

ould
not

deny),
but

he
is

out
of

touch
w

ith

our
present

perm
issive

age.
Indeed, he

is
also

not in
harm

ony

w
ith

the
custom

s
of

our
ancestors,

and
the

allow
ances

w
hich

even
in

those
tim

es
people

w
ere

quite
accustom

ed
to

m
ake.

For
nam

e
any

epoch
w

hen
this

w
as

not
invariably

the
case.

W
hen

w
as

such
behaviour

ever censured
or

forbidden?
W

hen

w
as

the
perm

itted
thing

not
perm

itted?

I
w

ill just
propound

a
general

them
e,

w
ithout

m
entioning

any
particular w

om
an

by
nam

e
—

that m
uch

I w
ill leave

open.

If
a

w
om

an
w

ho
has

no
husband

throw
s

open
her

hom
e

to

every
debauchee

and
publicly

leads
the

life
ofa

w
hore;

if she

m
akes

a
habit

of
being

entertained
by

m
en

w
ho

are
total

strangers;
if she

pursues
this

m
ode

of existence
in

the
city,

in

her
ow

n
gardens,

am
ong

all
the

crow
ds

at
B

aiae;
i,

in
fact,

she
behaves

in
such

a w
ay

that not only
her

general dem
eanour

but
also

her
dress

and
associates, her

hot
eyes

and
uninhibited

language,
her

em
braces

and
kisses,

her
beach

parties
and

w
ater

parties
and

dinner
parties,

all show
that

she
is

not
only

a
prostitute

but
a

lew
d

and
depraved

prostitute
at

that;
if

a

young
m

an
should

happen
to

be
found

in
the

com
pany

of such

a
w

om
an,

then
surely,

Lucius
H

erennius,
you

w
ould

agree

that
this

w
as

not
so

m
uch

adultery
as just

plain
sex

—
not

an

outrage
to

chastity, but
m

ere
satisfaction

of appetite.

I
am

forgetting
the

injuries
you

have
done

m
e,

C
lodia.

I

am
brushing

aside
the

m
em

ory
of

w
hat

I
suffered.

Y
our

cruel actions
to

m
y

fam
ily

w
hile

I w
as

aw
ay

I am
deliberately

not taking
into

account. A
nd

do
not, please, suppose

that w
hat

I
have

been
saying

w
as

directed
against

yourseW
H

ow
ever,

since
the

prosecutors
claim

that
you

are
the

source
of

this

charge
and

prepared
to

give
evidence

in
its

support,
I

am
obliged

to
address

to
you

one
single

question
in

your
ow

n
person. W

hatIask
you

isthis
—

ifeverthere
did

exista
w

om
an

of
the

type
I

have
just

described,
bearing

no
resem

blance
to

yourself,
w

ith
the

life
and

habits
ofa

harlot,
w

ould
you

co
n

sider
it

very
scandalous

or
w

icked
that

a
young

m
an

should
have

had
som

e
relationship

w
ith

her?
If this

w
om

an
isnotrecognizable

asyou
—

and
thatisw

hatI
shall

be
m

uch
happier

to
believe

—
then

the
basis

for
the

prosecution
against

C
aelius

falls
to

the
ground.

B
utif,

on
the

other hand,m
y

opponents
insiston

identifying
the

hypotheti
cal

person
w

ith
yourself,

and
if

that
does

not
frighten

you,
then

I
fail

to
see

w
hy

any
suggestion

about
w

hat
C

aelius
is

supposed
to

have
done

need
scare

us
either!

So
it

is
entirely

up
to

you
to

show
us

the
direction

and
m

ethod
our

defence
should

follow
.

If
you

have
the

least
shred

of
decency,

you
are

bound
to

agree
that

M
arcus

C
aelius

has
not

behaved
viciously

atall.
Ifyou

do
not

concede
this,

then
you

have
no

decent
feelings

w
hatever;

and
thatvery

factw
illprovide

m
y

clientw
ith

an
im

pregnable
justification

—
and

w
illjustify

any
others

w
ho

m
ay

find
them

selves
in

the
sam

e
boat.

A
nd

now
Ihave

brought
m

y
speech

clear
ofthe

shallow
s

and
aw

ay
beyond

the
reefs;

and
the

rest
of

the
course

does
not

seem
to

present
any

difficulty.
T

w
o

charges
are

brought
against C

aelius.B
oth

allege
very

serious
crim

es.
B

ut
both

are
again

concerned
w

ith
one

and
the

sam
e

w
om

an
H

e
is

accused
of

taking
som

e
gold

aw
ay

from
C

lodia,
and

of
having

p
re

pared
poison

for
C

lodia’s
m

urder.
A

ccording
to

your
story,

he
took

the
gold

to
give

it
to

the
slaves

ofLucius
L

ucceius,
4

so
that

they
should

kill
D

io
of

A
lexandria,

w
ho

w
as

staying
w

ith
Lucceius

at
the

tim
e.

Itis
a

dreadful
thing

to
assert

that
a

m
an

plotted
to

take
the

life
ofan

envoy,
and

dreadful
also

34.
L.

L
ucceius,

a
w

ealthy
Senator,

unsuccessfully
prosecuted

Cati—
im

a
for

m
urder

(64).
L

ater
he

becam
e

a
historian.

‘94
‘95



P
O

L
IT

iC
A

L
S

P
E

E
C

H
E

S
O

F
C

IC
E

R
O

xxi,
5
2

IN
D

E
F

E
N

C
E

O
F

M
A

R
C

U
S

C
A

E
L

IU
S

R
U

F
U

S

to
claim

that
he

instigated
slaves

to
assassinate

their
m

aster’s
guest

—
a

schem
e

both
audacious

and
horrible.

B
ut in

regard
to

this
accusation,

it is necessary
for m

e
to

ask,
first

of
all,

w
kther

C
aelius

is
supposed

to
have

inform
ed

C
lodia

of
the

purpose
for

w
hich

he
needed

the
gold,

or
not.

If he
did

not
tell

her
this,

w
hy

did
she

give
it

to
him

?
If,

on
the

other
hand,

he
did

tell
her,

then
she,

too,
involved

h
er

self in
the

crim
e

as
his

accom
plice. D

id
you, w

om
an, have

the
nerve

to
fetch

this
gold

from
your

chest,
to

denude
of

its
adornm

ents
that

statue
of

V
en

u
s

3
5

w
hich

carries
the

trophies
of your

other
lovers, know

ing
fullw

ell the
ghastly

crim
e

for
w

hich
the

gold
w

as
intended

—
the

assassination
of an

envoy,
an

indelible
stain

of
guilt

upon
the

virtuous
and

honourable
Lucius

Lucceius?
N

o,
to

that
abom

inable
deed

your
generous

heart
w

ould
surely

not
have

lent
itself.

Such
a

project
w

ould
never

have
obtained

the
cooperation

of
that

open
house

of
yours,

the
com

plicity
of your

hospitable
V

enus.
A

nd
H

erennius
B

albus
fully

appreciated
this.

For
he

m
aintained

that
C

lodia
w

as
indeed

kept
in

the
dark,

and
that

the
explanation

C
aelius

m
ade

to
her

w
as

that
he

w
anted

the
gold

to
pay

for
som

e
G

am
es.

B
ut

if
he

w
as

as
close

a
friend

of
C

lodia
as

you
m

aintain
(since

you
em

phasize
his

fornications
atsuch

length),
then

surely
he

m
ust have

told
her

ofthe
purpose

for
w

hich
he

w
anted

the
m

oney.
If, on

the
other

hand, he
w

as
notso

close
a

friend,
then

she
never

gave
it

him
.

E
ither,

then,
C

aelius
told

you
the

truth,
you

unspeakable
w

om
an,

and
you

know
ingly

let
him

have
the

gold
for

a
crim

inal
purpose:

or
he

did
not

bring
him

self
to

tell
you,

in
w

hich
case

you
can

never
have

given
it

to
him

at
all!

A
nd

so
there

is
evidently

no
need

for
m

e
to

refute
this

in
dictm

ent
w

ith
the

infinite
num

ber
of

argum
ents

that
w

ould
be

available
for

the
purpose.

I
need

m
erely

say
that

the

35. C
icero

pretends
C

lodia
had

a
statue

ofV
enus

w
hich

she
adorns

w
ith

m
em

entos
of her

lovers.

character
of

M
arcus

C
aelius

is
w

holly
incom

patible
w

ith
such

a
loathsom

e
action;

and
that,

besides,
a

sensible
and

inteffigentperson
like

him
could

nothave
failed

to
realize

the
error

ofentrusting
an

atrocity
ofthis

m
agnitude

to
unknow

n
slaves

belonging
to

another
m

aster.
I

am
also

at
liberty,

in
pursuance

of
m

y
ow

n
practice

and
that

of
other

counsel,
to

ask
the

prosecutor
the

fam
iliar

questions:
w

here
did

the
encounter

betw
een

C
aelius

and
the

slaves
of

Lucceius
take

place,
bow

did
he

get
into

contact
w

ith
them

?
If

directly,
this

w
as

very
rash;

ifthrough
a

third
party,

could
w

e
have

his
nam

e?
Icould

go
on

and
ransack

every
possible

cranny
w

here
a

suspicion
m

ight
lurk.

B
ut

the
result

w
ould

still
inevitably

be
that

no
m

otive,
no

location,
no

opportunity,
no

accom
plice,

no
prospect

of
carrying

out
or

hiding
the

evil
deed

w
ould

com
e

to
light.

N
or

w
ould

any
trace

of
a

plausible
sequence

of
events,

or
any

clue
indicating

that
the

w
hole

appalling
crim

e
w

as
anything

but
a

figm
ent

of
the

im
agina

tion.
Points

ofthat
kind

are
an

orator’s
stock

in
trade.

A
nd

b
e

sides,not
because

ofany
gifts

ofm
y

ow
n

but
because

I
have

som
e

practice
and

experience
in

speaking,
the

elaboration
of

such
inquiries

aspartofthe
generalargum

entm
ightw

ellhave
done

m
y

case
som

e
good,

since
they

w
ould

have
the

ap
pearance

of
evidence

that
I

m
yselfhad

taken
the

trouble
to

w
ork

up.
N

evertheless,
for

the
sake

ofbrevity,
I

allow
them

allto
go

unsaid.
For

instead,
gentlem

en,
I

am
able

to
produce

a
personage

w
hom

you
w

ill
be

only
too

w
illing

to
adm

it
as

your
partner

in
the

bond
ofa

solem
n

oath.
I

refer
to

Lucius
Lucceius:

a
m

an
of

com
plete

integrity,
the

m
ost

im
pressive

ofallpossible
w

itnesses.
If

C
aelius

had
really

perpetrated
the

suggested
offence

against
his

reputation
and

his
position,

L
ucceius

w
ould

assuredly
have

heard
o
f

it
and

w
ould

have
utterly

refused
to

let
such

a
thing

pass,
or

indeed
take

place
at

all.
For

how
could

so
civilized

a
m

an,
w

ith
his

outstanding
scholarship

and
culture

and
learning,

have
disregarded

the

196
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danger
threatening

som
eone

to
w

hom
he

w
as

so
devoted

b
e

cause
they

shared
all

these
interests

in
com

m
on?

E
ven

if
Lucccius

had
learnt

that
such

an
outrage

w
as

planned
against

som
eone

quit&
unknow

n
to

him
,

he
w

ouid
still have

view
ed

it
w

ith
horror.

H
ow

,
then,

could
he

have
turned

a
blind

eye
w

hen
the

victim
w

as
actually

going
to

be
his

ow
n

guest?
E

ven
if the

m
urderers

had
been

strangers,
he

w
ould

stillhave
been

appalled.
So

how
. could

he
conceivably

have
paid

no
attention

w
hen

they
w

ere
his

ow
n

slaves?
H

ad
the

act
been

perpetrated
som

ew
here

out
in

the
country,

or
in

a
public

place,
he

w
ould

unm
istakably

have
denounced

such
an

abom
ination.

W
as

it
in

the
least

likely,
therefore,

that
he

w
ould

accept
the

situation
calm

ly
w

hen
the

crim
e

w
as

devised
inside

the
city

itselfand,
indeed,

even
w

ithin
his

very
o
w

n
hom

e?
If the

proposed
victim

had
been

som
e

unknow
n

rustic,
itw

ould
have

been
unthinkable

for
him

to
letthe

plot
go

ahead.
W

ould
he,

then,
have

thought
it

proper
to

say
absolutely

nothing
about

it
w

hen
its

victim
w

as
a

m
an

w
ho

com
pletely

shared
his

ow
n

erudite
tastes?

B
ut

Ineed
not

detain
you

any
longer

on
this

point,
gentle

m
en,

since
he

him
selfhas

given
evidence

on
oath.

M
ark

w
ell

the
solem

n
tone

of
his

deposition,
and

note
carefully

every
w

ord
ofw

hat
he

says.

T
H

E
E

V
ID

E
N

C
E

O
F

L
U

C
IU

S
L

U
C

C
E

IU
S

IS
R

E
A

D
]

Surely
that

is
all

you
can

have
been

w
aiting

for
—

short
of

expecting
that

the
case

and
T

ruth
them

selves
w

ill
som

ehow
take

shape
and

speak
and

plead
in

their
ow

n
persons!

A
nd

in
deed

here,
in

this
evidence

of
Lucceius,

in
this

suprem
e

justification
of

an
innocent

m
an,

is
precisely

the
plea

w
hich

the
case

itself,
w

ere
it

able
to

talk,
w

ould
have

uttered
from

its
ow

n
m

outh
—

the
voice

ofincarnate
T

ruth.

T
he

indictm
ent

is
supported

by
not

the
slightest

ground
for

suspicion.
Proofs

of
the

alleged
facts

just
do

not
exist.

The

dealings
w

hich
are

supposed
to

have
taken

place
have

left
not

a
trace

ofw
hat

w
as

said
or

w
here

or
w

hen.
N

o
w

itness
has

been
nam

ed;
and

nor
has

any
accom

plice.
T

he
w

hole
accusation

em
anates

from
a

house
that

is
m

alevolent,
disreputable,m

erciless,crim
e—

stained
and

vicious.
W

hereas
the

fam
ily

alleged
to

have
been

involved
in

this
shocking

deed
is

notable
for

its
lofty

standards,
honourable

principles,
dutifulness

and
sense

of
responsibility;

and
that

is
the

hom
e

from
w

hich
you

just
heard

a
sw

orn
affidavit.

T
he

question
under

dispute,
therefore,

is
easy

to
settle

Y
ou

are
invited

to
say

w
hether

you
do

not
agree

that
the

parties
w

ho
confiont

one
another

are,
on

the
one

side,
an

unstable,
evil-

tem
pered

nym
phom

aniac,
w

ho
has

com
pletely

fabricated
the

charge,and,on
the

other,a
m

an
ofresponsibility,w

isdom
and

self—
restraintw

hose
evidence

has
show

n
the

utm
ost

co
n

scientiousness
and

accuracy.

T
here

rem
ains

the
accusation

of
poisoning.

I
am

unable
to

discover
how

this
originated;

nor
can

I
w

ork
out

w
hat

it
w

as
supposed

to
lead

to.
For

w
hat

m
otive

could
C

aeius
possibly

have
possessed

for
w

anting
to

poison
this

w
om

an?
So

that
he

should
not

have
to

give
back

the
gold?

B
ut

did
she

ever
ask

for
itback?

T
o

avertthe
charge

ofD
io’s

assassina—
tion?3
6

B
ut

did
anyone

really
believe

he
w

as
guilty

of
this?

Indeed,
if

C
aelius

had
not

him
self

launched
a

prosecution,
w

ould
anyone

ever
have

cçrnnected
his

nam
e

w
ith

it
at

all?
Y

ou
actually

heard
Lucius

H
erennius

say
that,

if
C

aelius
had

notbroughta
second

action
againsthis

friend
B

estia
after

the
latter

had
been

acquitted
in

the
earlier

case,
he

for
his

part
w

ould
never

have
uttered

a
w

ord
against

C
aelius.

B
ut,

to
go

back
to

the
attem

pton
C

lodia’s
life,no

one
could

be
expected

to
believe

thatsuch
a

ghastly
actshould

have
been

undertaken
36.

T
he

suggestion
w

hich
C

icero
seeks

to
refute

is
thatC

aelius
w

anted
to

poison
C

lodia
in

order
to

rem
ove

a
w

itness
to

his
com

plicity
in

the
m

urder
o
f

D
io.
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w
ithout

any
m

otive
at all!

A
nd

that, you
m

ust inevitably
co

n
clude,

is
w

hy
the

accusation
involving

the
terrible

crim
e

of
D

io’s
m

urder
w

as
fabricated:in

order
to

invent such
a

m
otive

for
doing

aw
iy

w
ith

C
lodia,

since
she

allegedly
knew

he
w

as
guilty

of the
m

urder.
A

nd
finally,w

hom
is

C
aelius

supposed
to

have
em

ployed
to

carry
out

the
poisoning?

W
ho

acted
as

his
assistant

and
p
art

ner
and

accom
plice?

Into
w

hose
hands

did
he

hazard
this

shocking
deed

—
and, in

the
process, his

ow
n

selfand
his

very
life?

T
o

this
w

om
an’s

slaves?
T

hat
is

w
hat

has
been

claim
ed.

B
ut

do
you

suppose
that

this
m

an
(w

hom
you

evidently
credit

w
ith

a
brain

even
if your

unfriendly
language

belittles
all

his
rem

aining
qualities)

w
as

stupid
enough

to
entrust

his
entire

fate
to

som
eone

else’s
slaves?

A
nd, Iask, w

hat type
of slaves?

For this point,too, is of co
n

siderable
im

portance.
Ifthey

belonged
to

C
lodia,

w
ould

not
C

aelius
have

know
n

they
w

ere
not

living
at

all
the

ordinary
life

of
a

slave,
but

w
ere

enjoying
a

far
m

ore
relaxed,

u
n

disciplined,
fam

iliar
relationship

w
ith

their
m

istress?
For

in
a

household
of

that
sort,

gentlem
en,

under
a

w
om

an
w

ho
b
e

haves
like

a
prostitute,

w
here

everything
that

happens
is

quite
unfit

to
be

published
abroad,

w
here

abnorm
al

lusts
and

excesses
and

unheard-of perversions
and

vices
of

every
kind

are
rife,

it
is

perfectly
obvious

and
universally

know
n

that
slaves

are
slaves

no
longer.

For
everything

is
delegated

to
them

and
put

in
their

charge,
they

becom
e

her
associates

in
all

her
loose

living,
they

share
her

secrets,
and

they
m

ake
a

good
bit

every
day

from
her

extravagant
expenditure.

W
as

C
aclius

unaw
are

of allthese
things?

If he
w

as
as intim

ate
w

ith
the

w
om

an
as

you
say

he
w

as,
then

he
m

ust,
surely,

have
realized

she
treated

those
slaves

as her
intim

ates
too. T

he
alter

native
supposition

is
that

he
w

as
not

so
friendly

w
ith

her
as

37.
C

icero
is

saying
that

Caelius’
involvem

ent
in

D
io’s

m
urder

w
as

invented
to

m
ake

his
alleged

attem
pt

on
C

lodia
sound

m
ore

plausible.
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you
allege.

B
ut,

that
being

so,how
could

he
have

had
such

a
close

connexjon
w

ith
her

slaves?

A
nd

now
w

ith
regard

to
the

actual
poison

—
w

hat
theory

is
concocted

about
that?

W
here

w
as

it
obtained

from
,

how
w

as
itprepared,

how
and

to
w

hom
and

w
here

w
as

ithanded
over?

W
ell,their

answ
eris

thatC
aelius

had
itathis

hom
e

and
tried

itout
on

a
slave

w
ho

had
been

procured
for

this
specific

purpose;and
thatthe

very
rapid

death
ofthe

slave
proved

that
the

poison
w

as
effective.

W
hy,

Iw
ould

ask
the

im
m

ortal
G

ods,
w

hen
an

individual
has

com
m

itted
an

outrageous
w

rong,
do

you
som

etim
es

close
your

eyes
to

w
hat

has
been

done,
or

at
least

put
offpunish

nient
until

a
future

date?
I

personally
participated

in
the

scene
w

hich
caused

m
e

as
profound

a
feeling

ofsorrow
as

anything
else

in
m

y
life,w

hen
Q

uintus
M

etellus
w

as
torn

from
the

bosom
and

em
brace

of
our

nation.
H

e
had

alw
ays

regarded
him

self
as

dedicated
to

the
service

ofR
om

e;
butw

hile
he

w
as

stillin
the

prim
e

of
life,

enjoying
excellent

health
and

flu
bodily

vigour,
only

tw
o

days
after

he
had

been
seen

atthe
height

of his
pow

ers
in

the
Senate,

the
law

courts,
and

all
the

political
aiThirs

of
our

city,
his

life
w

as
snatched

aw
ay

from
our

m
idst,

to
the

m
ost

grievous
loss

of
every

loyal
citizen

and
the

entire
com

m
on

w
ealth

of
R

om
e.

A
t

that
m

om
ent,

w
hen

death
w

as
already

approaching
and

his
m

ind
in

all
other

respects
had

begun
to

fail,he
devoted

his
lastthoughts

to
his

country,and
fixing

his
gaze

upon
m

yself
as

Iw
ept,he

endeavoured
in

broken,dying
w

ords
to

w
arn

m
e

ofthe
grim

storm
thathung

over
m

y
head,

and
the

tem
pest

that
m

enaced
the

sta
te

.
8

T
hen,

striking
again

and
again

upon
the

w
all

w
hich

separated
his

hom
e

from
the

house
w

here
Q

uintus
C

atulus
had

lived,
he

repeatedly
called

38.
T

he
im

pending
disasters

w
ere

C
icero’s

banishm
ent-

and
the

tn
bunate

o
f

P.
C

lodius
P

incher
(8

).

2
0
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on
the

nam
e

of
C

atulus,
and

often
on

m
y

nam
e

also,
and

again
and

again
cried

out
the

nam
e

of
R

om
e

itself
—

for
he

w
as

lam
enting

not
so

m
uch

his
ow

n
im

m
inent

death
as

the
unhappy

fact
that

our
hom

eland,
and

particularly
I

m
yself,

w
ould

hcnccforw
ard

lack
his

protection.
N

ow
,

he
being

a
m

an
of consular

rank
and

the
person

that
he

w
as,

if
that

deed
of

sinful
violence

had
not

suddenly
bereft

us
of his

help, just im
agine

how
he

w
ould

have
opposed

his
ow

n
deranged

cousin
C

lo
d
iu

s,
w

hose
earlier

ravings
and

thunderings
had

caused
M

etcilus,
w

hen
consul,

to
declare

in
the

hearing
of

the
Senate

that
he

him
self w

ould
kill

the
m

an
w

ith
his

ow
n

hand.
N

ow
,

shall
the

w
om

an
w

ho
com

es
from

such
a

house
have

the
audacity

to
start

discussions
about

the
speeds

w
ith

w
hich

poisons
take

effect?
O

ught
that

dw
elling

not,
rather,

to
in

sp
ire

her
heart

w
ith

terror,
in

case
it

shrieks
forth

the
tale

of
her

guilt?
W

ill
she

not
recoil

in
dread

from
the

w
alls

w
hich

know
her

secret, and
shudder

at the
m

em
ory

of
that

fatal,
m

iserable
night?

B
ut

I
returned

to
the

indictm
ent

—
though

m
y

m
ention

of
that

noble
and

valiant
m

an
has

choked
m

y
utterance

w
ith

te
a
rs

and
shrouded

m
y

m
ind

in
grief.

Itis
still not explained

w
here

the
poison

cam
e

from
and

how
it

w
as

prepared.
T

he
story

is
that

it
w

as
given

to
Publius

L
ic

in
iu

s
here,

a
decent

and
respectable

young
m

an
w

ho
is

a
friend

of
C

aclius,
and

that
an

arrangem
ent

w
as

m
ade

w
ith

the
slaves

that
they

should
proceed

to
the

Senian
B

aths, w
here

L
e
n
tu

lu
s

w
ould

join
them

and
hand

over
the

box
of

poison.
H

ere
I m

ust first ask, w
hat

w
as

the
p
o
in

t
o

f
a
rra

n
g
in

g
that

the
poison

should
be

taken
there?

W
hy

did
the

slaves
instead

not
go

to
m

eet
C

aelius
at

his
ow

n
hom

e?
If

C
aelius

and
C

lodia
w

ere
still

so
close

and
intim

ate,
the

appearance
ofone

of that
w

om
an’s

slaves
at

C
aclius’

house
w

ould
nothave

aroused
any

suspicion.
B

ut
if,

on
the

contrary,
their

relations
w

ere
now

39.
T

he
cousin

o
fQ

. Caecilius M
etellus Celer w

asP. Clodius Puicher,
w

hose
m

other
w

as
the

sister
ofC

eler’s
father.
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stra
in

e
d
,

if
their

friendship
had

been
broken

off;
if

there
had

been
a

rupture,
then

That
is

the
source

ofthose
tears
4°

—
and

the
w

hole
tale

of
fictitious

crim
es

and
charges

is
e
x

plained.
T

he
prosecutor’s

version,
on

the
other

hand,
is

this.
A

fter
the

slaves
had

disclosed
C

aelius’
w

hole
villainous

plot
to

their
m

istress,thatclever
w

om
an,

he
says,

directed
them

to
p
ro

m
ise

C
aelius

their
com

plete
cooperation.

H
ow

ever,
in

order
to

catch
L

icinius
in

the
act

ofhanding
over

the
poison,

she
also

gave
instructions

thatthe
Senian

B
aths

should
be

fixed
as

a
m

eeting-place.
For

she
intended,

the
story

continues,
to

se
n

d
c
e
rta

in
frie

n
d
s,

w
ho

w
ould

lurk
on

the
prem

ises
of

the
baths

out
ofsight,

and
then

suddenly,
w

hen
L

icinius
had

put
in.an

appearance
and

w
as

handing
over

the
poison,

spring
out

from
their

hiding-place
and

seize
hold

ofhim
.

B
utallthis,gentlem

en,is
extrem

ely
easy

to
refute.Forw

hy
had

she
particularly

fixed
upon

public
baths,

w
here

I
cannot

see
how

m
en

w
e
a
rin

g
o
u
td

o
o
r

d
ress

could
find

any
hiding-

p
la

c
e

w
h
a
te

v
e
r?

If
they

w
ere

in
the

entrance
court

of
the

baths
they

w
ould

have
been

visible;
and

if
they

proposed
to

stow
them

selves
aw

ay
inside,this

w
ould

have
been

m
ostin

convenient
in

their
shoes

and
street

clothes,
and

they
m

ight
very

w
ell

not
even

have
been

adm
itted

—
unless,

of
course,

that
influential

fem
ale

had
gained

the
friendship

of
the

bath
attendant

by
her

custom
ary

penny
deal

41

I
w

as
eagerly

w
aiting,

I
can

tell
you,

to
hear

the
nam

es
of

these
fine

w
itnesses

w
h
o

w
ere

actually
supposed

to
have

seen,
there

and
then,

that
the

poison
w

as
in

Licm
nius’

hands
B

ut
so

far
no

nam
es

have
been

m
entioned.

H
ow

ever,
they

m
ust

evidently
be

highly
reputable

individuals.
For

one
thing

they

4
0

.
T

his
fam

ous
tag

is
from

the
A

ndria
ofTerence

(1.
1
2

6
).

4
1
.

T
his

is
a

com
plicated

pun
involving

the
adm

ission
fee

to
the

baths,
the

cheap
rate

for
w

hich
C

lodia
allegedly

sold
her

favours,
and

the
nicknam

e
‘penny

C
lytaem

nestra’
w

hich
she

w
as

given
by

C
aelius,

2
0
2

2
0
3
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are
intim

ate
friends

ofthis
rem

arkable
lady.A

nd
besides,they

acquiesced
in

the
role

of
being

packed
aw

ay
in

the
baths,

w
hich

she
could

never
have

induced
them

to
do,

how
ever

influential
slai

m
ight

be,
unless

they
had

been
quite

ex
ceptionally

respectable
and

w
orthy

characters!
B

ut
there

is
no

need
for

m
e

to
enlarge

on.their
w

orthiness
because

you
can

learn
for

yourselves
how

resourceful
and

painstaking
they

w
ere.

‘They
hid

out
of

sight
in

the
baths.’

Just
the

m
en

to
see

everything
and

be
perfect

w
itnesses!

A
nd

in
due

course
they

burstout
—

by
m

istake.W
hat

splendid
self-

control!
For

w
hat

the
story

pretends
is

that
after

Licinius
had

arrived,
and

w
hile

he
w

as
holding

the
box

in
his

hand
and

w
as

just
in

the
process

of
handing

it
over

but
had

not
yet

actually
done

so,
then

suddenly
these

superb
nam

eless
w

it
nesses

darted
forth:

w
hereupon

Licinius,
w

ho
had

already
held

out
his

hand
to

give
the

box
to

the
slaves,

drew
it

back
at

this
unexpected

onslaught
and

took
to

his
heels.

A
llthe

sam
e, T

ruth
has

a
pow

er
ofits

ow
n.

A
gainst

all
the

ingenuity, artfulness
and

cunning
ofhum

an
beings,against

all
im

aginable
falsifications

and
intrigues,

it
is

perfectly
capable

of defending
itselfunaided. T

ake
this

little
dram

a,for
instance

—
the

effort
of

a
poetess

w
ho

has
m

any
such

w
orks

to
her

credit.
H

ow
badly

off
the

play
is

for
plot,

how
com

pletely
lost

for
an

ending!
For

the
m

en
w

ho
had

hidden
them

selves
in

the
baths

m
ust

have
been

pretty
num

erous
if

they
w

ere
to

seize
Licinius

and
provide

a
good

supply
of

eye-w
itnesses

of
w

hat
took

place.
B

ut
in

that
case

how
on

earth
did

all
those

fellow
s

allow
Licinius

to
get

aw
ay?

W
hy

w
as

it
harder

to
grab

him
w

hen
he

stepped
back,

and
refrained

from
parting

w
ith

the
box,

than
it w

ould
have

been
ifhe

had
relinquished

it?
For

it
w

as
precisely

in
order

to
arrest

Licinius
that

they
had

been
stationed

there,
w

ith
the

intention
of

catching
him

in
the

act either
w

hen
he

had
the

poison
in

his
hands

or
w

hen
he

had
passed

it
on.

T
hat

w
as

the
w

om
an’s

w
hole

idea,
and

that
w

as
the

job
ofthe

m
en

w
ho

had
been

asked
to

help.

W
hy

you
m

aintain
that

they
leaptout

by
m

istake
and

p
re

m
aturely,

I
cannot

understand.
For

surely
that

w
as

exactly
w

hat,
according

to
the

story,
they

had
been

asked
to

do.
T

hey
had

allegedly
been

posted
there

w
ith

the
specific

p
u
r

pose
of

ensuring
that

the
poison,

the
plot

and
the

w
hole

crim
e

should
be

palpably
exposed.

A
nd

how
could

they
possibly

have
chosen

a
better

tim
e

to
jum

p
out

than
w

hen
Licinius

had
arrived

and
w

as
still

holding
the

box
of

poison
in

his
hand?

For
ifthe

lady’s
friends

had
suddenly

broken
out

oftheir
hiding-place

and
grasped

hold
ofLicinius

afterhe
had

transm
itted

the
poison

to
the

slaves,he
w

ould
have

been
able

to
protest

his
innocence

and
deny

utterly
that

the
box

had
ever

com
e

from
him

.
A

nd
how

,
in

that
case,

could
they

ever
have

refuted
such

a
statem

ent?
W

ere
they

to
say

they
had

seen
him

handing
it

over?
In

that
case

they
w

ould
have

aroused
suspicions

that
they

them
selves

w
ere

the
people

w
ho

had
produced

the
poison.

A
nd

they
w

ould
also

have
been

pretending
to

have
seen

som
ething

they
could

not possibly
see

from
the

place
w

here
they

w
ere

hidden.
Instead,

therefore,
the

stow
aw

ays
revealed

them
selves

atthe
exactm

om
ent w

hen
Licinius

had
arrived,

and
w

as
getting

out
the

box,
and

holding
out

his
hand,

and
passing

on
the

poison.
W

ell,
thatis

not
the

sort
offinale

a
real

play
has. Itis

m
ore

the
ending

ofa
song-and-dance

show
4

2
—

the
type

of produc
tion

w
here

nobody
has

been
able

to
think

ofa
suitable

ending
and

so
som

eone
escapes

from
som

eone
else,

and
the

clappers
sound,4

and
it’s

the
curtain.

For
w

hy,Iask
you, w

hen
Licinius

w
as

tripping,
stum

bling,
backing,

struggling
to

get
aw

ay,
did

the
gang

of
this

fem
ale

l.a.
T

h
e

referen
ce

is
to

th
e

m
im

es,w
hich

contained
m

any
im

p
ro

b
a

bilities, w
ere

acted
by

prostitutes,
and

som
etim

es
included

poisoning
scenes.

43.
C

lappers
fastened

to
the

shoes
w

ere
used

to
m

ark
tim

e
and

prom
pt

the
m

an
w

ho,
according

to
a

practice
w

hich
w

as
the

reverse
o
fm

odern
procedure,

low
ered

the
curtain

at
th

e
beginning

o
f

a
perform

ance
and

raised
it

at
the

en
d
.

2
0
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boss
let

him
slip

through
thcir

hands?
W

hy
ever

did
they

not
seize

him
tight

and
get

a
confession

and
exploit

the
abundance

ofavailable
w

itnesses,and
the

generaloutcry
raised

by
the

incident,’to
drive

hom
e

his
guilt

on
this

very
serious

charge?
W

ith
their

num
bers

and
physical

strength
and

p
re

paredness,
surely

they
cannot

have
been

nervous
about

their
capacity

to
overpow

er
one

single
w

eak
and

terrified
in

dividual!
It

is
im

possible
to

fm
d

any
sign

of
factual

argum
ents

or
justifiable

suspicions
that

m
ight

niake
the

accusation
sound

plausible;
‘and

the
dram

a
com

es
to

no
sort

of
a

convincing
conclusion.

So
in

default
of

rational
argum

entations,
or

cogent
inferences,

or
indications

capable
of

throw
ing

any
light

on
the

situation,
the

case
falls

back
entirely

upon
the

w
itnesses.

A
nd

these
I

now
aw

ait,
gendem

en,
w

ithout
even

the
slightest

degree
ofalarm

,
and

indeed
w

ith
a

certain
hope

of
am

usem
ent.

For
one

thing,
I

am
excited

at
the

prospect
of

seeing
these

sm
art

young
m

en
w

ho
are

a
w

ealthy
noblew

om
an’s

intim
ate

friends
but

m
anaged

to
transform

them
selves

into
her

intrepid
w

arriors,
stationed

by
their

com—
m

andress
in

a
fortified

am
bush

w
ithin

the
baths.

I
w

ant
to

ask
them

how
or

w
here

they
hid

them
selves,

and
w

hether
it

w
as

a
bath—

tub,
or

perhaps
a

W
ooden

H
orse,

w
hich

h
ar

boured
and

covered
allthese

invincible
fighters

battling
in

the
interests

oftheir
lady.

Iintend
also

to
com

pel
them

to
answ

er
one

question:
w

hy
did

so
large

a
num

ber
of

m
en,

of
this

calibre,
not

succeed
either

in
grabbing

hold
of

this
single,

feeble
person

(w
hom

you
see)

w
hile

he
still

stood
there,

or
w

hy
did

they
not

atleast
overtake

him
as

he
ran

aw
ay?

Ifthese
characters

do
appearin

the
w

itness
box,Icannotfor

the
life

of
m

e
see

how
they

w
ill

ever
disentangle

them
selves

from
allthose

difficulties.G
ranted

thatthey
m

ay
be

hum
orous

and
am

using
enough

fellow
s

ata
party,and

fluenton
occasion

in
their

cups,
a

court-room
and

a
dining-room

are
not

at
all

the
sam

e
thing.

T
he

benches
here

and
the

couches
there

have

little
in

com
m

on.
T

o
face

judges
is

one
thing

and
to

face
people

over
a

drink
is

quite
another:

there
is

a
big

difference
betw

een
the

lightoflam
ps

and
the

light
ofday.

If,then,
they

do
decide

to
com

e
forw

ard,all theirrefm
ed

poses
and

fooleries
w

illbe
sharplyjolted

outofthem
.So

Isuggestthatthey
should

listen
to

w
hat

I
am

now
going

to
say.

T
hey

m
ust

turn
their

energies
into

quite
another

direction.
B

y
all

m
eans

let
them

find
som

e
other

w
ay

of ingratiating
them

selves
and

show
ing

off.
Let

them
bask

as
m

uch
as

they
w

ant
to

in
their

lady’s
favour,

and
display

those
charm

ing
m

anners
of

theirs.
Let

them
perform

any
feat ofcom

petitive
extravagance

they
like.

Let
them

cleave
inseparably

to
her

side
and

grovel
before

her
feet, and

be
her

obedient
servants

in
every

w
ay.

B
ut

they
m

ust
spare

the
life

and
career

ofan
innocent

m
an.

T
he

prosecutors
inform

us
that

the
slaves

to
w

hom
the

poison
w

as
allegedly

being
handed

have
been

m
ade

free
m

en,
w

ith
the

approval
of

the
w

om
an’s

aristocratic
and

illustrious
relatives.

A
t

last
then

w
e

have
discovered

som
ething

w
hich

she
is

supposed
to

have
done

w
ith

the
agreem

entand
sanction

of
those

gallant
kinsm

en
of

hers.44
B

ut
I

am
eager

to
know

w
hat

is
behind

this
act

of liberation.
For

either
it

m
eans

that
the

freed
slaves

w
ere

helping
her

to
concoctthe

charge
against

C
aelius, or

the
intention

w
as

to
prevent

them
from

having
to

undergo
a

legal
exam

ination,
4

5
or

it
w

as
an

abundantly
m

erited
rew

ard
paid

to
the

sharers
of

her
secrets.

B
ut

your
relations

agreed,
w

e
are

told.
H

ow
could

they
have

failed
to,

w
hen

the
inform

ation
you

placed
before

them
consisted,

according
to

your
ow

n
account,

not
of

facts
w

hich
you

had
learnt

from
others

but
of

things
you

had
discovered

for
yourself?

44.
W

om
en

could
not

officially
free

slaves
in

their
o
w

n
right.

45.
O

nce
freed,

the
slaves

could
no

longer
be

com
pelled

to
give

evidence
under

torture.

zoó
2
0
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A
nd,incidentally,can

w
e

really
be

surprised
ifthe

iIn
ag

in
ary

box
has

given
rise

to
an

extrem
ely

indecent
sto

ry
?

6
It

all
tallies

very
w

ell
w

ith
the

behaviour
ofa

w
om

an
of

this
type.

T
he

anecdothas
been

listened
to

and
has

gone
the

rounds.
Y

ou
have

already
identified

the
incident

I
am

w
anting

(or
rather

not
w

anting!)
to

tell
you

about.
H

ow
ever,

even
if

the
tale

is
true,C

aelius
w

as
certainly

notresponsible;for
w

hathad
it

got
to

do
w

ith
him

?
T

he
thing

w
as

dane
by

som
e

other
young

m
an

w
hose

sense
ofpropriety,perhaps,w

as
less

highly
developed

than
his

w
it.

B
ut

even
ifthe

story
is

an
invention,

it
is

at
any

rate
quite

an
am

using
one,

though
som

ew
hat

im
proper.

A
nd

it
w

ould
never

have
been

so
w

idely
accepted

in
general

opinion
and

conversation
if

it
w

ere
not

for
the

fact
that

every
sort

ofpornographic
rum

our
fits

in
perfectly

w
ith

that
lady’s

reputation.
Ihave

now
stated

m
y

case,gentlem
en,and

m
y

task
is

done.
Please

appreciate
that

the
responsibility

you
bear

is
an

im
portant

one,
and

that
the

m
atter

entrusted
to

your
decision

has
grave

im
plications.

T
he

action
you

are
investigating

relates
to

violence.
N

ow
,

the
law

concerning
v
io

len
ce

has
to

do
w

ith
the

adm
inistration,

the
dignity

and
the

condition
of

our
country

and
the

w
elfare

ofallits
citizens.

It
is

the
law

w
hich

Q
uintus

C
atulus

brought
into

force
during

a
period

of
arm

ed
civil

strife,
w

hen
the

governm
ent

w
as

in
an

alm
ost

desperate
situation.

Itis
the

law
w

hich,
after

the
conflagration

that
had

blazed
during

m
y

consulship,
extinguished

the
last

sm
o

k
in

g
em

b
ers

o
f

the
conspiracy.

B
ut

can
this

also
be

the
sclfsam

e
law

under
w

hich
the

youthful
life

of
C

aelius
is

placed
in

hazard
—

not
in

the
least

because
he

needs
to

be

46.
U

nfortunately
this

funny
story

has
not

survived
arid

so
the

w
hole

passage,
referring

apparently
to

a
trick

played
on

C
lodia,

is
inexplic

able.
47.

This
otherw

ise
unknow

n
L

ex
L

utatia
w

as
evidently

passed
during

the
disturbances

caused
by

C
atulus’

fellow
-consulM

.
A

em
ilius

L
epidus

(78).

punished
for

the
sake

ofour
national

interests,
but

m
erely

for
the

satisfaction
of

a
w

om
an’s

filthy
purposes

and
degraded

w
him

s?

In
this

context
the

prosecution
chooses

to
rem

ind
us

of
the

conviction
ofM

arcus
C

am
urtius

and
G

aius
C

aesern
iu

s.
4

B
u
t

that
is

preposterous.
O

r
should

I
call

it
not

m
erely

preposter
ous

but
outrageously

im
pudent?

D
o

you
really

have
the

au
d

acity
to

co
m

e
fro

m
that

w
om

an
and

m
ention

the
nam

es
of

C
am

urtius
and

C
aesernius?

D
o

you
have

the
nerve

to
re

suscitate
the

m
em

ory
of

that
very

serious
offence,

after
the

lapse
o
f

tim
e

has
not,

indeed,
relegated

it
to

oblivion
but

has
at

all
events

pushed
it

o
u
t

o
f

sig
h

t?
F

o
r

w
h
at

w
as

the
charge

w
hich

led
to

the
condem

nation
of

those
tw

o
individuals?

S
u

rely
it

w
as

because
o
f

th
at

sex
u

al
o

u
trag

e
w

h
ich

w
as

th
eir

m
eans

o
f

tak
in

g
v

en
g

ean
ce

u
p
o
n

th
e

w
o
m

an
’s

resen
tfu

l
spite.

I
su

p
p
o
se

it
w

as
ju

st
in

o
rd

er
to

d
rag

in
V

ettiu
s’

n
am

e,
as

w
ell

as
that

old
story

about
the

bronze,
thatthe

trial
ofC

am
urtius

and
C

aesernius
w

as
brought

up
again.

Y
et

th
o
se

individuals,
although

they
certainly

could
not

be
proceeded

againstunder
the

law
on

violence,
w

ere
neverthe

less
so

deeply
im

plicated
in

the
crim

e
concerned

that
it

is
really

im
possible

to
think

of
any

law
at

all
w

hich
w

as
not

cap
ab

le
o
f

so
m

eh
o

w
h
o

ld
in

g
th

em
in

its
m

eshes.
B

u
t

w
h

y
o
n

earth
should

M
arcus

C
aelius

be
su

m
m

o
n

ed
b

efo
re

this
court?

N
o

indictm
entofthe

slightestrelevance
to

its
activities

is
preferred

against
him

,
and

indeed
not

even
the

sort
of

ac
cu

satio
n

w
h
ich

,
alth

o
u

g
h

o
u
tsid

e
the

actual
scope

of
the

law
o
n

v
io

len
ce,

m
ight

still
be

sufficiently
relevant

to
entitle

you,
itsjudges,

to
pronounce

your
censure.

48.
T

hese
unknow

n
cases

(the
one

concerned
w

ith
sexual

outrage
being

related,by
w

hat appears
to

be
a

m
arginalgloss,to

the
nam

e
ofthe

unknow
n

V
ettius

m
entioned

just
afterw

ards)
seem

to
have

been
cited

as
precedents

for
applying

the
law

or
law

s
on

violence
to

offences
against

m
orality.

208
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T
he

early
years

of
M

arcus
C

aelius,
then,

w
ere

dedicated
to

training,
and

to
the

studies
w

hich
prepare

youths
for

legal
practice,

public
life,

offices
of

state,
public

recognition,
and

elevated
rank.

H
e

m
ade

friends
w

ith
older

m
en

of
the

type
w

ho
could

serve
him

as
m

odels
ofindustry

and
r
i
9

and
the

pursuits
he

shared
w

ith
his

contem
poraries

indicated
that

he
w

as
follow

ing
the

sam
e

honourable
course

w
hich

the
best

and
noblest

ofour
citizens

had
taken

before
him

.W
hen

in
the

course
oftim

e
he

reached
years

of adultstrength,he
proceeded

to
A

frica
in

attendance
upon

the
governor,w

ho
w

as
the

high-
principled,

ever
conscientious

Q
uintus

Pom
peius.5°

C
aelius’

fatherhad
business

and
property

there,and,besides,the
young

m
an

w
as

able
to

gain
the

sort
of

experience
in

provincial
adm

inistration
w

hich
our

forefathers
rightly

thought
ap

propriate
to

thatstage
in

a
career.W

hen
he

leftA
frica

he
w

as
very

highly
thought

of
by

Pom
peius,

as
you

w
ill

hear
from

the
latter’s

testim
onial.

N
ext,

follow
ing

a
traditional

practice
and

the
precedentof

other youths
w

ho
had

subsequently
risen

to
em

inentpositions,
C

aelius
decided

to
m

ake
his

endeavours
know

n
in

R
om

e
by

a
spectacular

p
ro

secu
tio

n
.

I
should

have
preferred

his
am

bition
for

renow
n

to
have

led
him

in
som

e
other

direction;
but

the
tim

e
for

expressing
regrets

about
that

is
past.

A
nyw

ay,
he

broughta
charge

againstG
aius

A
ntonius,

m
y

colleague
in

the
consulship,

w
hose

m
isfortune

it
w

as
that

the
m

em
ory

of
an

im
portantservice

to
our

countrys’
proved

ofno
availto

him
,

w
hereas

the
suspicion

of
an

intended
m

isdem
eanour

suc
ceeded

in
dam

aging
his

reputation.
T

hereafter
C

aelius
rivalled

each
and

every
one

ofhis
con-

49.
C

icero
is

referring
to

C
aclius’

association
w

ith
him

self
and

M
.

L
icinius

C
rassus.

5
0
.Q

.
Pom

peius
R

ufus
w

as
praetor

in
63

and
governor

o
fA

frica
in

6i.i
.

C
icero

exaggerates
the

services
of

C
.

A
ntonius

H
ybrida

in
su

p
pressing

his
form

er
associate

C
atilina,since

A
ntonius

took
no

partin
the

final
battle

o
f

Pistoia
on

the
plea

of
gout(January

6
2
).

tem
poraries

in
his

assiduous
dedication

to
the

Forum
,

to
legal

cases,
and

to
defences

ofhis
friends

in
the

courts.
H

e
rivalled

them
also

in
the

high
opinion

his
collaborators

held
of

him
.

W
h
atev

er
successes

go
to

m
en

w
ho

are
alert

an
d

so
b

er
an

d
bard-w

orking,
the

industry
and

application
of

C
aelius

w
on

them
all.

A
tw

hat
one

m
ight

describe
as

a
criticaljuncture,

how
ever

fo
r

Iam
going

to
be

quite
frank

w
ith

you,gentlem
en,relying

on
your

sym
pathy

and
good

sense),
his

youthful
reputation

encountered
a

tem
porary

set-back.
This

w
as

caused
by

his
recen

t
acq

u
ain

tan
ce

w
ith

this
w

om
an,

by
the

u
n

fo
rtu

n
ate

proxim
ity

of
their

residences,
and

by
his

in
ex

p
erien

ce
in

those
form

s
o

fself-indulgence
w

hich,
after

a
som

ew
hat

p
ro

longed
repression

and
restraint

in
early

years,
often

suddenly
break

forth
thereafter

and
burst

out
on

a
form

idable
scale.

B
ut

from
this

life,
or

rather
from

this
them

e
for

gossip
(be-.

cause
the

reality
w

as
nothing

like
as

bad
as

people
said),atall

events
from

this
kind

ofthing
w

hatever
itw

as,he
disentangled

and
em

ancipated
him

selfcom
pletely.

Indeed,he
is

now
so

far
rem

oved
from

the
disrepute

ofbeing
an

intim
ate

friend
ofthe

fem
ale

in
question

that
he

even
has

to
defend

him
selfagainst

her
m

alignanthatred.
A

nd
to

put
a

stop
to

all
the

talk
about

dissipation
and

idleness
that

had
m

eanw
hile

arisen
—

this
w

as
done

com
pletely

against
m

y
w

ishes
and

in
the

face
of

m
y

strong
opposition,

but
it

w
as

done
all

the
sam

e
—

he
p

ro
secuted

one
ofm

y
friends,B

estia,for
bribery.

T
he

defendant
w

as
acquitted,but

C
aelius

returned
to

the
attack

and
accused

him
again.

H
e

refuses
to

pay
attention

to
w

hat
any

ofus
say;

and
his

violence
goes

beyond
w

hat
I

should
have

desired
B

ut
I

am
not

discussing
his

good
judgem

ent,
w

hich
is,

after
all,

a
quality

not
to

be
expected

of
his

years.
W

hat
I

do
w

ant
to

stress,on
the

other
hand,is

his
drive,

and
his

keenness
to

w
in,

and
his

burning
am

bition
to

do
w

ell.
In

m
en

w
ho

have
reached

our
tim

e
oflife

these
passions

ought
to

have
becom

e
2
1
0

2
1
1
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som
ew

hat
less

ardent
than

they
w

ere,
but

in
youths,

as
in

plants,
they

give
prom

ise
of

w
hat

future
ripeness

and
the

rew
ards

of
industry

are
going

to
bring.

V
ery

clever
young

m
en,in

their
puruit

ofglory,alw
ays

need
the

rein
m

ore
than

the
spur;

the
intellectual

exuberance
of

early
years

requires
pruning

m
ore

than
grafting.

So
if

anyone
feels

that
C

aelius
has

show
n

too
m

uch
energy

or
spirit or

obstinacy
in

taking
on

or
pursuing

disputes, and
ifm

inor
grounds

for
criticism

,
such

as
the

shade
of purple

he
w

ears,
or

his
crow

ds
of

friends,
or

the
flam

boyant
glam

our
of

his
personality,

are
felt

to
give

ofThnce, you
w

illfind
that in

due
course

such
things

w
ill settle

dow
n.

A
ge,

and
events, and

the
passage

of tim
e,

w
ill

m
ellow

them
all.

I appeal to
you, then, gentlem

en, to
preserve

forour
country

a
good, loyal and

patriotic
citizen. Ican

vouch
for his

possession
of

these
noble

qualities;
and

I
can

assure
our

country
upon

oath
that,

if
I

m
yselfhave

served
it

w
ell,

he,
too,

w
ill

never
cease

to
follow

the
sam

e
political

ideas.
This

I
am

able
to

prom
ise,

both
because

I
can

rely
upon

the
friendship

that
exists

betw
een

the
tw

o
ofus,and

because
he

has
also

spontane
ously

bound
him

selfby
the

m
ost

rigorous
guarantees.

For
it

is
im

possible
that

a
m

an
w

ho
has

brought
a

personage
of

consular
rank

into
the

dock
on

the
charge

of
breaking

the
law

s
of

the
state

should
him

self
be

a
disorderly

citizen.
It

is
inconceivable

thata
m

an
w

ho
refuses

to
accept another

m
an’s

acquittal
for

bribery
should

ever
dream

of
offering

anyone
a

bribe
him

self.
O

ur
country,

gentlem
en,

has
in

its
hands

tw
o

actions
brought

by
M

arcus
C

aelius.
T

hey
can

be
considered

as
hostages

against dangerous
behaviour;

butthey
should

also
be

w
elcom

ed
as

pledges
of good

intentions.

This, judges,
is

the
city

w
here

a
few

days
ago

an
accusation

w
as

brought
against Sextus

C
loelius5z

and
failed.Y

et for
tw

o
5
2
.

Sex.
C

loelius
(or,

according
to

another
statem

ent
by

C
icero,

C
lodius

him
self)

burnt
the

shrine
of

the
N

ym
phs

in
the

C
am

pus
M

ar-

years
past

you
have

seen
that

individual
helping

to
stir

up
sedition

and
even

acting
as

its
principal

instigator.
H

e
is

a
person

w
ithoutproperty

or
credit,

w
ithouthope

or
hom

e
or

resources.H
is

lips,his
tongue,hishands,everything

abouthim
is

corrupt.
T

hose
w

ere
the

hands
w

ith
w

hich
he

burnt
a

sacred
tem

ple,
the

archives
of

the
R

om
an

people
and

the
records

ofthe
state.

H
e

w
recked

the
m

onum
ent

ofC
atulus.53

H
e

dem
olished

m
y

ow
n

house,4
and

setfire
to

m
y

brother’s.
O

n
the

Palatine,
before

the
eyes

of
the

entire
city,he

incited
slaves

to
m

assacre
and

incendiarism
.

A
fter

such
a

creature
has

been
acquitted

here
in

R
om

e
itself;

and
acquitted

through
fem

inine
influence,Iim

plore
you

notto
allow

M
arcus

C
aelius

to
be

sacrificed
to

her
w

an
to

n
tem

p
er.

N
ev

er
let

it
be

said
that

this
sam

e
w

om
an,

in
collusion

w
ith

the
brother

w
ho

is
also

her
husband,

has
been

able
first

to
preserve

a
thieving

rogue
and

then
to

destroy
a

fine
young

m
an

as
w

ell.
A

nd
w

hen
you

have
considered

the
position

ofthe
youthful

C
aelius,

I
urge

you
to

keep
also

before
your

eyes
this

u
n

happy
old

gentlem
an

w
ho

is
his

father.
C

aelius
is

his
only

son
and

his
support;

on
the

future
ofC

aelius
depends

allhis
peace

ofm
ind.

T
he

one
thing

he
m

ost
dreads

is
that

his
son

should
be

in
trouble.

Subm
issive

to
your

authority,
he

kneels,
figuratively,

before
you,

appealing
to

your
hearts

and
em

otions,
and

pleading
for

your
com

passion.
B

id
him

rise!
T

hink
ofyour

ow
n

parents.
T

hink
ofyour

children
and

how
fond

you
are

ofthem
.

Feelfor
him

w
ith

the
sym

pathy
ofsons

or
fathers,and

bring
com

fort
to

his
grief.

H
eaven

forbid
that

tins,
w

here
records

w
ere

kept.
R

ecent
research

has
dem

onstrated
that

the
nam

e
of

C
lodius’

principal
henchm

an
w

as
Sex.

C
loelius

and
not

Sex.
C

lodius
as

w
as

supposed.
53.Q

.
L

utatius
C

atulus
sen.

built
the

Porticus
C

atuli
on

the
Palatine

to
com

m
em

orate
the

battle
of

V
ercellae

(ioi)
54

D
uring

C
icero’s

exile
C

lodius’
gangsters

destroyed
the

Porticus
C

atuli
and

C
icero’s

ow
n

house,
and

then
burnt

dow
n

Q
.

C
icero’s

residence
(N

ovem
ber

s”).
2
1
2

2
1

3



P
O

L
IT

IC
A

L
S

P
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O

X
xxii,

79
this

venerable
figure, already

in
the

course
ofnature

approach
ing

the
lastdays

ofhis
life,should

desire
death

to
com

e
to

him
even

m
ore

rapidly,
because

of
a

w
ound

dealt
him

not
by

fate
but

by
yo’urselves.

A
nd

do
not,

I
beg

you,
be

the
w

h
irl

w
ind

or
sudden

tem
pest

w
hich

shall
strike

dow
n,

in
his

early
prim

e,
this

youth
w

hose
splendid

qualities
have

planted
such

sturdy
roots.

Save
the

son
for

his
father

—
and

the
father

for
his

son!
Y

ou
m

ust
not

give
people

the
ãhance

to
say

that
you

disdained
an

aged
citizen

w
hose

hopes
are

nearly
at

an
end;

and
that,

instead
of

helping
a

young
m

an
full

of
prom

ise,
you

actually
preferred

to
crush

and
destroy

him
instead.Ifyou

restore
C

aclius
to

m
e,

and
to

his
ow

n
people,

and
to

our
country,you

w
ill

find
in

him
a

person
pledged

and
dedicated

and
bound

fast
to

yourselves
and

to
your

children
after

you.
A

nd
it

is
you

above
all,judges,

w
ho

w
ill

reap
the

abundant
and

lasting
fruits

of
his

exertions
and

endeavours.

i

C
H

A
P

T
E

R
F

IV
E

IN
D

E
F

E
N

C
E

O
F

T
IT

U
S

IIN
N

IU
S

M
IL

O
I

I
In

6
th

e
Flist

T
rium

vira
e,w

hich
had

b
gun

to
show

sigiso
strain,

w
asatched

u
g

t
the

Co
ference

ofLuc
(Lucca).

Cicer
ubm

itted
to

thLj renew
ed

ai
cracy

and
w

as
m

uc
criticizedfor

is
by

con—
servaifves.

C
aesar

histe
ed

back
to

G
ul,

w
hich

e
as

in
the

proces
of

conquering.
om

peius
(w

ho
Cicero

aini
hoped

to
seduaj

from
the

allian
sought

to
ontrol

om
e

t
rough

its
ood-4pply

and
an

ar
y

Spain;
a

d
assus

w
ant

d
to

w
in

glory
n

the
east.Instea

he
as

killed
b

the
Parthians

53), and
a

direkt confrontation
b

tw
een

m
peiu

and
C

aesar
con

equently
develoed.

M
e4nw

hile
Pom

peiu
found

that
e

governm
ent

ofR
e

w
as

being
rpidly

reduced
t

anarchy
y

t
appalling

excesses
fgang

warfare\—
w

hich
he

w
as

notso
uick

to
tdow

n
as

he
m

ig
thave

been,sice
he

saw
itm

l
htlead people

t
in

ite
him

to
assui

even
larger

j4w
ers.

The
p

ncipal
gang—

lea
er

as
Publius

odius
Puicher,\the

brother
of

C
lodia

w
hom

icero
d

attacked
his

defence
df

C
aelius,

a
r

volutionary
w

I o
—

alt
ugh

at
di

rent
tim

esfavJured
both

1y
esarand

Pom
pe

us
—

attac
d

him
self

no
party, exScised

itfiuencc
over

the
prolet

natasprovi
er

oflarIcss,
and

posseed
arnsiderabl
1e

control
over

e
urban

voti
m

achie.
A

rival
h

4
ljan

w
as

T
tus

A
nnius

M
to,

a
violent

n
lem

an\of
Sam

nite
o
in

w
ho,

as
\Clodius’

enem
,

enjoyed
the

s
portf

Cicero
apd

he
tradztionalconservative

e
m

ents.
In

the
wikiter of

53
the

\ckirm
ishing

anidisturbances
betw

een
the

tw
o

t/ughs
çvived

(after.
period

of ccnparative
calm

)
w

ith
in

crea led
bitterIess,

w
hen

Ivilo
w

as
standing

for
the

consulship
and

C
lodius

for
h
e

praetorsI4.i.
O

n
i8

January,
each

w
ith

his
follow

ers
and

thugs,
they

encountered
ote

another
on

the
A

ppian

2
1

4
2
1
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