BC Minutes for April 5, 2011
Attendance:
Phillip Johnson (Treasurer)
Jasjaap Sidhu
Diwa Cody
Maia Mares
Pranay Kirpalani
Allan Landman
Jacob Ong
Geoff Ainslie
Gaby Mateo
BSU
The group is requesting funding for Caribfest. They are requesting three honorariums for various performers, advertising, and tabling supplies. For the tabling, they plan to have face painting, crafts, and other miscellaneous activities. Phil Johnson says that the tabling supplies would be a good request for Program Board and Social Council.
In addition, the group is requesting a DJ, publicity, and advertising for a party. 
They are also requesting an honorarium for a spoken word artist who will be part of the event.
They are also requesting food for hosting two BSUs from Williams College and Seton Hall. The food would be for during their discussions. They have $98 left of their $200 rule food, so they would like to use those remaining funds. 
Kirpalani says that they should halve all of the honorariums to encourage co-sponsorship. 
The BSU is also requesting lodging at Merrill Apartments for the spoken word artist. 
There is a motion to fund $3668. The party that they are having is on April 9, which means that they will need an email vote for some of the funds. The BC can emergency fund the advertising and campus police for the party. 
There is a motion to fund $3668, with $9 emergency funded, campus police and the DJ recommended emergency funding through a senate vote.
Mares, Cody, Sidhu, Mateo, Ainslie, Kirpalani, Landman, Ong in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions.
ACOC
ACOC is requesting $20 for a canoeing guidebook for an overnight trip that they are planning. They are also requesting $66 for tents, $20 for footprints for tents, and $6 for 4 bike locks. The tents, footprints, and locks were all in the budget but cost more than anticipated. 
There is a motion to fund in $112. Mares, Cody, Sidhu, Mateo, Ainslie, Kirpalani, Landman, Ong in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions.
Ventilation
The group is requesting an honorarium for Kimble Wright, who they have had before, and Audio Dax, which is a new group, and travel for one of the performers. 
Phil Johnson says that they typically halve the larger honorarium in order to encourage co-sponsorship.
Kirpalani asks if $500 is enough for travel, as the performer is traveling from New Orleans. The representative says that it is sufficient.
There is a motion to fund $500 for Kimble Wright, $300 for Audio Dax, $500 for travel, and $9 for publicity. Mares, Cody, Sidhu, Mateo, Ainslie, Kirpalani, Landman, Ong in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions. 
Mead Art Docents
The Docents are requesting funding for food and an honorarium. The Mead is having a new exhibit in the Stearns Steeple. They are installing a bathtub in the steeple and would like an honorarium to cover the installation fee, as well as other related costs.
Phil Johnson asks what about the exhibit is unique from other exhibits, in which the Mead usually covers the cost. 
The representative replies that the Mead has never been able to use the Steeple in the past, and this is the first exhibit of its kind. They would like to have an honorarium in order to have a successful exhibit and reach out to the community. The artist is a UMass student. Phil Johnson asks why the Mead has been able to pay artists in the past, but are asking the AAS for this now. The representative says that the Mead has financial constrictions, and that is why they are asking the AAS for funding. 
Kirpalani asks what the $200 rule is for the docents. Phil Johnson says that they have $40 remaining. The representative asks how clubs can get more than $200 for their food. Phil Johnson says that for receptions, and speakers, and food that adds to events, there is a $200 hard cap, but for food that is integral, such as Harlem Ren. 
Phil Johnson says that he personally thinks that the BC should not fund the event, and the Mead should be able to fund its own exhibits. He says that this exhibit is not different from other exhibits. 
The representative says that this is the first time that they are having a current five college student do an exhibit, and that normally artists who install works are professionals and their work is funded elsewhere.
Sidhu says that this type of event is the administration’s responsibility, and if the AAS shoulders the financial burden, the administration will not be encouraged to 
Kirpalani says that if they view this as a simple honorarium for a visiting artist, this is not different from other events. Phil Johnson says that this is distinct because it is a Mead event, and if the Mead wants is to happen, they will be able to work things out. The Mead is an independent organization that should be able to fund its own exhibits. 
There is a motion to fund $40 for refreshments.
Ainslie says that to some extent, financial burdens have fallen on the AAS in recent years. He thinks that there is some merit to helping outside organizations. Sidhu says that he agrees but this is something that the Mead wants to do, and the Mead is not a student group. 
The representative says he would rather save the remainder of their $200 rule for the last Evenings at the Mead event. 
Landman says that even if this group was a recognized club, the BC would still have the same position. 
There is a motion for $9 for publicity. Mares, Cody, Sidhu, Mateo, Ainslie, Kirpalani, Landman, Ong in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions. 
Charles Drew Health Professions/Medlife
The Charles Drew Health Professions Society is requesting funding for an info session. They would like food for the session. As a group, the Health Professions Society acts as an informational source for students, sending out information about internships, and other facts.
They have not had an introductory meeting yet, and this would count as their intro meeting. 
There is a motion to fund $59. Mares, Cody, Sidhu, Mateo, Ainslie, Kirpalani, Landman, Ong in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions. 
Medlife is requesting $160 for registration fees for four students. 
There is a motion to fund in full. Mares, Cody, Sidhu, Mateo, Ainslie, Kirpalani, Landman, Ong in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions. 
ASA
The ASA is requesting funding for the Night Market afterparty. They are requesting $300 for lighting. They are attempting to hire Audio Pro Media, which is already working with the group for Night Market.
Phil Johnson says that historically they have not funded lighting for parties, but just speakers/sound equipment and DJs. 
Kirpalani says that they should not fund this. Sidhu says that lights are very important at a party. 
There is a motion to fund $0. Mares, Cody, Sidhu, Mateo, Ainslie, Kirpalani, Landman in favor, 0 opposed, Ong abstains. 
Landman says that they don’t want people to come in for more expensive parties, that are more extravagant. 
Reslife/Mitzvahs and Mysticism
Reslife is requesting funding for a freshman event. The  freshman RCs had a barbecue last year, which was a success, and this year would like to have an event in which they will order food, have games, and live music. 
The event will take place April 23rd.
Ainslie says that the AAS never funds trophies or other giveaways, or T-Shirts.
Last year they funded the grill rentals and set up costs, but not the food. 
The representative says that they will request funding from Dean Fatemi, and Program Board. They would like to keep the event to freshmen. Ainslie says that in order to get funding for an event, it has to be open to the entire school. 
Phil Johnson asks what the games that they are requesting funding for are. He says that they typically will fund those types of event, but does not agree that the food should be funded.
Landman asks if the AAS ever funds food for social events. Phil Johnson says usually not, although they can’t have a barbecue without food. 
Ainslie says that he does not see the distinction between this group and the Mead, because the RCs also have a separate source of funding. 
Kirpalani says that this is a freshman barbecue, and it’s not really open to the entire school. Therefore, the AAS should not fund the event.
Sidhu says that freshman RCs are not a student group, they are paid to do their jobs, and that Reslife should cover costs of events that they put on. 
There is a motion for $9 for publicity. Mares, Cody, Sidhu, Mateo, Ainslie, Kirpalani, Landman, Ong in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions. 
Mitzvahs and Mysticism is a new group. The representative says that there are different philosophies within Judaism, and this group seeks to appeal to a different group of people, and convey a different philosophy.
They are requesting an honorarium for a speaker and refreshments. 
Landman says that this is the third Jewish group, and all of the groups are always requesting more than their $200 rule food. He asks what prevents them from The representative says that he was part of Jew Crew, but their view that Judaism is a culture and not a religion offended him, and that is why he decided to start this new group, which he sees as more like Hillel. 
Kirpalani asks why Hillel can’t just expand their services. The representative says that the two views are very different. 
The representative says the food is not the draw for the event, but a counterpart for the speaker. 
The representative plans on seeking funds from Dean Fatemi, and that she may be able to provide funding for food.
They have not had a introductory meeting yet, so the food would come out of their allocation for introductory meeting.
There is a motion to fund $559. Mares, Cody, Sidhu, Mateo, Ainslie, Kirpalani, Landman, Ong in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions. 
Landman says that the splitting of similar clubs makes him uncomfortable. Phil Johnson says that the Tango Club, and Swing and Ballroom club are separate, and not a centralized Dance Club. Landman says that many groups could split into other smaller groups and try to get more money for food that way. 
Ainslie says that the AAS does not have the right to combine clubs based on how similar they think they are. 
Cody says that instead they should enforce the $200 rule more strictly and ask clubs to have a presence on campus before they can use their $200 rule food.
THiNK
The group is holding a  movie screening and is planning to invite three speakers. They would like to have honorariums for the speakers, as well as funding for dinner for the speakers.
They were also requesting candy for tabling, but the AAS never funds candy for tabling.
There is a motion to fund $160. Mares, Cody, Sidhu, Mateo, Ainslie, Landman, Ong in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions. 
Amherst Community Garden
The Amherst Community Garden is requesting funding for seeds, shovels, and PVC Piping. Their old pipes collapsed and are unusable. They would also like to request $9 for publicity.
There is a motion to fund in full. Mares, Cody, Sidhu, Mateo, Ainslie, Landman, Ong in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions. 
Green Amherst Project
The group is requesting production costs for the Earth Day concert. Costs will include, stage, sound, and lights. The concert will take place on the social quad. 
They have requested funding from Social Council and Program Board, and got $300 from them. They also plan to request funding from Dean Fatemi.
They are also requesting hotel rooms and registration fees for a conference in DC. The conference will take place on the 15-17 of April. They have some funding from their budget for registration fees but need more, and already have funding for transportation.
The registration is closing on Friday. They need $200 for registration, so the BC can emergency vote that. 
The hotel is for 2 nights, for 13 people. They are not sure about the hotel rate, and will look into it. 
There is a motion for $2075. Mares, Cody, Sidhu, Mateo, Ainslie, Landman, Ong in favor, 0 opposed, Mares abstains.
Gospel Choir
The group is requesting funding for dry cleaning for robes. The robes would cost $15.50 each. They are also requesting funding for facilities for a concert that will take place on May 4th, and decorations, lights, and balloons. They requesting $30 for decorations. 
Phil Johnson says that the AAS has historically funded dry cleaning for events such as this. 
There is a motion to fund in full. Mares, Cody, Sidhu, Mateo, Ainslie, Landman, Ong in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions. 
Ageless
Ageless is requesting funding for an art exhibit with students and senior citizens. Last time they had the event at the senior center, but they would like to have this event on campus. The event is intended to bridge the gap between Amherst students and senior citizens. 
They are requesting $400 for framing materials, $100 for hanging materials, and $100 for food. They have not yet used their $200 rule. 
They also would like to add $9 for advertising. 
There is a motion to fund in full. Mares, Cody, Sidhu, Mateo, Ainslie, Landman, Ong in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions. 
La Causa
The group is requesting parking money for a conference. The hotel where they are staying charges $15 a day for parking. Phil Johnson says that the AAS historically does not fund parking money. 
Ainslie says that if the hotel requires parking fees, it should be funded.
Phil Johnson says that paying for parking is an issue because it is difficult to keep track of this type of funding, and the group is already at the cap for hotel fees. 
Ainslie also says that since they are taking AAS vans, it would be good to keep the vans in a safe place.
Sidhu says that a new precedent could be that groups are funded for parking only if the hotel they are staying at mandates a parking fee. He says that it would be very difficult to abuse this precedent.
Phil Johnson says that if a group stays at a hotel and a parking garage is next door, but not part of the hotel, a group could request money for that. He also says that groups often do not request this because they know they cannot get funding. 
In addition to this, the request would have to be emergency funded, but should be discussed by the entire senate. 
There is a motion to fund $0. Mares, Cody, Sidhu, Mateo, Ainslie, Ong in favor, Landman opposed, 0 abstentions. 
Senate Project
Ong is requesting funding for an honorarium for an alumni. He is also requesting refreshments for the event.
There is a motion to fund in full. Mares, Cody, Sidhu, Mateo, Ainslie in favor, 0 opposed, Ong, Landman abstain.
APU
The group is requesting funding for $9 for publicity for a lecture.
There is a motion to fund in full. Mares, Cody, Mateo, Ainslie, Landman, Ong in favor, 0 opposed, Sidhu abstains. 
