English 26

Fiction Writing I

Spring 2011
Professor Judy Frank





Office: Johnson Chapel 12, x2071





Office hours:  M 3:30-4:30, W 1-2, and by appointment 





Email: jefrank@amherst.edu

Texts, available at Amherst Books:

Anne Lamott, Bird by Bird
A reader, available in the English Department office.  You will be billed for copyright fees and for xeroxing; I’ll let you know how much as soon as I know
Requirements:

· Six short writing exercises and one short essay 

· Two short stories

· A substantial revision of one of the two as a final story

· Due Wednesday, May 11
· Attendance at Creative Writing Center events

Workshop:

Starting the week of February 21, this course will become a workshop.  Each student will have his or her work discussed in class twice; we will work at a pace of three stories per week (two on Tuesday and one on Thursday).

People having their stories discussed on Tuesday must send them to Susan, the English department secretary, via email attachment (Word programs only) by 9 am the previous Monday; people going on Thursday must hand them in by 9 am Wednesday.  The stories will be available in a box outside my office door by noon the weekday before we discuss them.  Please put your name on the story (not just the computer file), number your pages, and unjustify the right margin.

Because this is a workshop, I expect exemplary attendance and participation, and serious attention to the work of your colleagues.  Those things will determine your grade, should you be on the border between grades.

SYLLABUS, Weeks 1-4
Jan. 25   introduction, freewrite

Jan. 27   Read “Excerpts from Swan Lake” 

“What You Pawn I Will Redeem” (link on course website)

 “Car Crash While Hitchhiking”

“Cathedral”


 Bird by Bird, pp. 3-27
· Exercise (freewrite to story) due Friday by noon

Feb. 1  Read “Brownies” 

“tiger-frame glasses” 
“My Appearance”

Bird by Bird, pp. 28-53
Mini-workshop

Feb. 3  Read “Dance in America”

“Love is Not a Pie”


 “Gravity”
· Exercise (dissolving exposition) due Friday by noon
Feb. 8  Read “A Temporary Matter” (link on course website)


“The Girl on the Plane”


Mini-workshop

Feb. 10  Read  “Pilgrims”

“The Pale Pink Roast”
“Lost in the City”
Bird by Bird, pp. 54-63
· Exercise (dialogue) due Friday by noon
Feb. 15  Read   Read “Pilgrims”

 “A Temporary Matter”
Bird by Bird, pp. 64-73
 Mini-workshop

Feb. 17  Read “How to Date a Browngirl, Blackgirl, Whitegirl, or Halfie” 
“How to Become a Writer”


 “How to Tell a True War Story”

· Exercise (point of view) due Friday by noon
Feb. 22  Workshop begins!
And finally,

The Frank rules:
· No science fiction or fantasy.

· No stories that begin with waking up in the morning.

· No characters looking in the mirror.

· No stories about writers or writing.

· No sound effects. 

· No surprise endings (surprising endings permitted).

· No writing in dialect, without permission.

· No stories comprised of a character driving and thinking.

· No “taunting” or “mocking” by inanimate objects (i.e. ‘the computer screen seemed to mock her with its blank stare,” or “the bright blue sky seemed to taunt the tormented artist with its beauty,” etc.).

