BC Minutes for September 21, 2010

Film Forum

The Film Forum had an introductory meeting, and have 33 people signed up. They are still requesting 14 passes to Amherst Cinema. 

There is a motion to fund in full. Vote results are 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions.

BSU/ La Causa

The groups are requesting funds for a DJ during a joint party that is intended for the Amherst College community and DIVOH. 

There is a question raised about whether the admissions office usually contributes to this event, but because the majority of the party attendees will be Amherst students, the admissions office will only contribute funding for security. 

Because the party is in the coming weekend, the funds will need to be emergency allocated. The BC is implementing a grace period as clubs adjust to the change in discretionary meeting time. 

There is a motion to emergency fund in full. Vote results are 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions. 

Men’s Ultimate

Ultimate is not requesting new funding but has a question about paying for a tournament that they have been approved funding for. The tournament organizers are requesting to be paid in advance but will not provide an advance invoice. However, the amount is too large for a team member to pay for and then get reimbursed for.

However, an organization is required to provide an invoice if  they require advance payment, so the advice given to Men’s Ultimate is that they should demand an advance invoice if they cannot afford to pay the costs up front.

AMMO

AMMO is requesting funds for introductory meeting food and publicity. The meeting is in less than a week so the funds will need to be emergency allocated.

There is a motion to emergency fund in full. Vote results are 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions. 

TH!NK

The group is requesting a reallocation of funds. They would like to use $9 originally intended for publicity and change it to cover extra food at an introductory meeting.

However, typically only like items can be reallocated, and additionally, the committee does not approve more than $50 for food in an introductory meeting regardless of the amount of people who show up.

There is a motion to fund $0. Vote results are 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions.

ACOC
ACOC is requesting funding for a trip to Brownstone Adventure Park. The Park is in Connecticut and the event is planned for the coming Sunday. 

There is a motion to fund $585. Vote results are 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions.

TAADA

The group is inquiring about items that were requested and ultimately tabled in the previous semester. They had requested funding for several films that were to be shown in a film series, and food to go along with those events and others. 

Because the group has not checked with the library to see if the films could be purchased through the College, they are asked to come back after they know whether or not the library will buy the films. In addition to this, they are not sure about which events they will need food for. They are asked to let the committee know when they are sure about what events they require food for. 

The group also requested publicity for two upcoming events.

There is a motion to fund $18. Vote results are 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions.

RCs

The RCs are requesting funding for the freshman barbeque. They are requesting $500 for 3 grills, and $50 for labor.

There is a motion to fund $550. Vote results are 5 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 abstention.

LEAD Conference

LEAD conference is requesting funds for a speaker, and for the printing of manuals, which will be made available to the campus community. 

The representative is unsure about the number of manuals being printed, but knows that the amount will be greater than last year, which she guesses is 700. 

The CCE is paying for other elements of the LEAD conference. Last year, this event was co sponsored by the campus center.

The manual is a guide which is unique from what can be found on the college website, and is about 50-60 pages long. It includes information about how to start clubs, events, get in touch with people, and other information that might be necessary to lead something on campus. 

The representative is asked if the group has ever considered making the manual into an online pdf file rather than printing out copies. However, the CCE is still working on updating its own webpage, and believes that a printed manual will be more accessible to the community. The manual will also be handed out during the LEAD conference, although it is not planned for use during the conference. 

Questions are raised about whether 700 copies are excessive. There was a lot of interest in the manual in the past years not only from students but also from non students involved in campus events. 

However, the committee is not comfortable funding the manuals when they feel that a more environmentally friendly option (making a pdf available) exists that may also be more convenient for many people. 

They also suggest that the LEAD conference ask for non controversial funding for items such as speakers instead of the manuals, as they have in the past.

There is a motion to fund $500 for a speaker. Vote results are 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstain.

There is discussion about other printing that the committee has provided funding for in the past, such as the Pre-Business group. 

There is a motion to table the request for manuals. Vote results are 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstain.

Ventiliation

Ventilation is a group that began last year. Their mission is to allow people to de-stress. Meetings are held on Fridays and often include up and coming acts, such as spoken word performers. 

The group is requesting funding for a PA system, and three performers. All performers are confirmed as well as locations and venues. The group has approached Dean Fatemi for funding, and she has agreed to cover what is needed after an AAS contribution. 

The first performer is from New Orleans, so they are also requesting travel expenses. The committee agrees to fund the PA system and the first performer, and to leave the remaining two for Dean Fatemi, Social Council, and Program Board. If Ventilation still requires funding after that they are invited to come back to the AAS. 

There is a motion to fund $519. Vote results are 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions.

Women’s Rugby

The team is requesting funding for fence posts and rope for their upcoming game. The game is within a week, so the money will need to be emergency funded. 

There is a motion to emergency fund in full. Vote results are 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions.

Club Hockey

Club Hockey is requesting funding for food during a fantasy hockey draft. They would like the funding to come out of their $200 rule for food. 

There is a motion to fund $0.

The club explains that the meeting is intended to get people to join the club and become more interested in hockey. The club skates regularly when there is ice. The main purpose of food during this event is to bring people to the meeting. Last year the club hosted an Olympic hockey-viewing event and used all the money in their $200 rule for food.

There is discussion over whether food is integral to the event in this case. Several committee members believe that it is not integral to this event.

The motion for $0 is seconded. There is an objection to calling.

There is a view that committee members are biased against an event such as a fantasy hockey draft, because the AAS regularly approves funding for snacks after events such as a film viewing. 

One way to decide whether this event should be funded is to make a value judgment. Several members believe that an event such as this should get funding for food. 

Another way to decide is on the basis of an intellectual argument. If, for example, Amherst Christian Fellowship requested food for a bible study even, they would most likely be rejected. 

The committee recently funded Ventilation for a performer, but the committee feels that performances are substantially different than food at events. The representatives from Club Hockey explain that the event would be one in which people get together to talk about hockey, and gain interest in the sport. Whether this type of event would actually add to the hockey experience of members of Club hockey is called into question.

Another argument is put forward. Tony Marx has recently threatened to cut the discretionary budget. It is asked whether it is worthwhile to fund food for a fantasy hockey draft, while members of the committee will have to defend the decisions made by the budgetary committee. 

There is discussion over whether this is different from Affinity groups, which regularly get funding for food on a cultural basis. 

The motion for $0 is called. Vote results are 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstain

Women’s Business Conference and Entrepreneurial Society

The clubs are requesting funding for conference fees and introductory meeting and food.

There is a motion to emergency fund in full. Vote results are 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions. 
Vote results are 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstain. 

