Study Guide/Discussion Questions, Women and Politics in Africa 

Robertson, “Women in the Urban Economy”
Songue, “Prostitution, a Petit-métier during Economic Crisis…”
1)Why might it be misleading to assume a woman has the same identity and socio-economic status as her husband or father?

2) What are Robertson’s reasons for rejecting the traditional/modern dichotomy for analyzing social change?  What alternative does she propose?

3) Robertson indicates that her main focus is on women’s work—and especially the constraints that keep women illiterate, poorly paid, or marginally self-employed. And yet, she points out, it can be difficult to find data on women’s work.  Why has women’s work not been recognized in official statistics of African governments?

4) Why do women migrate to the towns? Why are most women in urban Africa self-employed? What types of work do they do?

5) Define the informal sector. Is the growth of the informal sector a positive or negative development?

6) Robertson provides a brief life story for five women in different cities of Africa: Describe what type of work each woman engaged in; the types of challenges she faced; and how she used her income.  What insights on the situation of women in urban Africa does one gain from these case studies? What aspects of the case studies do you find especially compelling?
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7) What are the four components of the “vicious cycle” described by Robertson? [To be discussed later, not on Feb. 24: How is this cycle illustrated in the life of Nnu Ego? ]
8) According to Songue, why do the women in Cameroon she studied engage in prostitution? Does such work represent liberation for the women? Why or why not? Discuss.
