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War is the ultimate means that States use to achieve their goals, the conduct of foreign policy by force rather than diplomacy. The decision to go to war was historically a sovereign right of States but in our time wars between States are rare. Most violent conflicts today are civil wars within countries or across borders, or else wars between a government and insurgent groups. 

Peace is harder to define than war. Peace is surely the opposite of war. But distinctions between war and peace are not always so simple. Peace can be defined as the conclusion of a single war, the maximum feasible limitation of war or even the total abolition of war. It is also possible that war and peace can coexist. 
WORKLOAD:  Class participation and two 7-8 page papers. As an advanced seminar for a political science major the workload is a long seminar paper, 20-25 pp., with a five page plan for it due mid-semester. Political science majors, seniors and juniors have preference in enrolment.

BOOKS TO PURCHASE (Amherst Books): Kenneth Waltz, Man, the State and War; Michael Walzer, Just and Unjust Wars (4th ed.); course packet available in the Political Science office, 103 Clark House. 

        SOME EXAMPLES OF ADVANCED SEMINAR PAPER TOPICS 

I.  Realities of War


a.   The pity of war

A.  The nobility in War
    
C.  War as a means of conflict resolution

    
D.  War as a perpetual scourge of humanity

II. What is War?    

   
A.  War as the human fate, the human destiny


B.  War, the State of Nature and human nature
     
C.  War as a social practice, an historical invention that can be replaced
     
D.  The plausibility of total non-Violence


E.  War as foreign policy

     
F.  The nature of wars today 
     
G.  Weapons of mass destruction

     
H.  Civil wars vs. international Wars  


 I.  Terrorism


J.  Just War thinking 
III. What is Peace?  

     A.  Peace as non-violence

     B.  Peace as the minimization of war

     C.  Peace as the abolition of war

     D.  Peace and other moral values   

      E. Peace and Outside Intervention: peacemaking, peace-keeping,

             humanitarian action, the right to intervene, the responsibility to protect.

V.  Prisoner of War Status
                                                 SYLLABUS 
PART ONE:  REALITIES OF WAR  

1. Introduction  
2. Mentality of the conqueror

Quintus Curtius Rufus, The History of Alexander
John Keegan, The Mask of Command, ch. 1, "Alexander the Great"
(rec. film:  “Alexander,” (2005)
3.  The pity of war
Film:  Euripides, "The Trojan Women" (Cacoyannis, 1971)
Simone Weil, "The Illiad, A Poem of Force"
Euripides, "The Trojan Women" (text)
(Those who need background should read “The Trojan War" (Wikipedia)

4.  The Life of the Common Soldier
Film: “A Very Long Engagement” 
J. Glenn Gray, The Warriors, chs. 2,4,6

5. Causes of War (1)

Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War, “The Melian Conference,"       
Margaret Mead, "War is only an Invention…"      

E.O. Wilson, On Human Nature, pp. 99-120
Robert M. Sapolsky, “A Natural History of Peace” 

6. Causes of War (2)

Kenneth Waltz, Man, the State and War, chs. 1, 2, 4 (P) 

7.  Causes of War (3)

Waltz, ch. 6; and pp. 187-88, 198-223; and ch. 8 (Conclusion)
8. The Military Art:  Strategy and Tactics of War-fighting 

Karl von Clausewitz, On War, Book One

Sun Tsu, The Art of War, excerpts 
9.  Nuclear Weapons (1)  
Charles de Gaulle, Memoirs of Hope, "The World"  pp. 198-217
Jean Lacouture, “The Nuclear ‘I’”
10. Nuclear Weapons (2)

Josef Joffe, "Nato and Nuclear Weapons: No End of a Lesson" 

Michael Walzer, Just and Unjust Wars, 69-86

11.  Nuclear Weapons (3) – nukes today
CTBT

NNPT
Films: “Last Best Chance,” (streamed)

Joseph Cirincione, Bomb Scare, chs. 5, 7, 8, Glossary

                           MIDTERM COURSE WORK DUE

PART TWO:  THE POSSIBILITIES OF PEACE

12.  Non-violence (1)

Film:  "Gandhi”
13. Non-Violence (2)

The Writings of Gandhi, Part III, 65-99

Ralph Waldo Emerson, "War" 

Michael Walzer, Just and Unjust Wars, pp. 329-335 

 14.  The Logical Probability of Permanent Peace

Immanuel Kant, Perpetual Peace and Other Essays, chs. 2 and 6, 
     (Hackett ed.)
15.  The Democratic Peace 
Woodrow Wilson, two speeches, (M) 

George W. Bush, "State of the Union Address, 2002" 

Michael E. Brown et al., Debating the Democratic Peace,  part I: (except the first Russett chapter), and part III: “Point and Counterpoint” (handout)
16.  Just War Principles (1)

Encyclopedia of Philosophy, "Just War"

Michael Walzer, Just and Unjust Wars, 4th ed., two Prefaces and chs. 1-6, 8-9 (P)

17.  Just War Principles (2)

Walzer, chs. 14-17

Walzer, "The Triumph of Just War Theory," ch. 1, Arguing About War
18. Fanaticism and genocide 
Documentary: “Triumph of the Will” (streamed)
Daniel Goldhagen, Hitler’s Willing Executioners
19.  The Holocaust and the Problem of Responsibility: The Case of Adolf Eichmann

Documentary:   “The Trial of Adolf Eichmann” (streamed)
Hannah Arendt, Eichmann in Jerusalem, pp. 21-35, 50-55, 68-9, 74-77, 83-111, 135-50, 244-52

"The Trial of Adolf Eichmann: Record of Proceedings…," excerpts

20.  Genocide in our time
Documentary:  “Genocide: The Horror Continues”

Samantha Power, A Problem from Hell, pp.  

21.  Humanitarian Intervention and the Responsibility to Protect (R2P)

 “The Responsibility to Protect” (Wikipedia)

Evan Gerth, “The Responsibility to Protect,” Introduction, chapters 1,2,3,8 

Alex Bellamy, “Responsibility to Protect or Trojan Horse?”

“International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights” (1976)

“United Nations Charter, Chapters 6 and 7

22. The International Criminal Court (ICC) and International Responsibilities 

 “War Crimes” and “Crimes Against Humanity” (Wikipedia)

“Mass Rape Ruled a War Crime”

"Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court." (Wikipedia) 

The Case of Serbian Leader Slobodan Milosevic


a) “Slobodan Milosevic” (Wikipedia – read online)


b)  Michael P. Scharf, “The Legacy of the Milosevic Trial”

           c)  Jamie Mayerfeld, “The Democratic Legacy of the International

                   Criminal Court” 

23.  Terrorism
Documentary:  “Terror in Mumbai”
“Terrorism,” Part 2, chapter 6, UN report, “A More secure World” (2004) 
Int. Center for the Study of Terrorism, “What is Terrorism?”

Economist magazine, “A World Wide Web of Terror” July 14, 2007 

Ignatieff, The Lesser Evil, ch. 4, "The Strength of the Weak"

24. Counter-terrorism: the treatment of “detainees
“Unlawful Combatant” (Wikipedia)

John Yoo, “Enemy Combatants and the Problem of Judicial Competence”

David Luban, “The Defense of Torture”
Michael Ignatieff, The Lesser Evil, pp. 7-12, chs. 1, 2, 6 (P)

25. Conflict Diamonds 

Film: “Blood Diamond” (L. DiCaprio)  
Documentary: “Blood Diamonds” (History Channel, 100 minutes)

Read:  “Military Use of Children” (Wikipedia) 

26.  Conclusions and Further Questions

"Laws of War," (Wikipedia)
Michael Howard, “Temperamenta Belli: Can War Be Controlled?”                                                             
1
1

