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Women and Politics in Africa-Study Guide Questions

M. Etienne, “Women and Men, Cloth and Colonization”

Koopman, “Women in the Rural Economy”
Please come to class prepared to discuss these questions for class on Feb. 22
1) According to Koopman, how does whether a society’s mode of production is pastoralist, agricultural, or hunting/gathering affect degree of patriarchy, and the degree of women’s autonomy?  What difference does the nature of the political system make?

2) This takes place among the Baule: It will be helpful to recall the location, the social organization, the trade patterns that characterized this area, and the early colonial resistance patterns in which these people were engaged. What were the issues behind that resistance campaign?

3) What were the requirements for marriage among the Baule? What was “brideservice?” How wide a range of choice did women have in selecting their marriage partners? How was this important in the later relationship?

4) In economic production:  Was there any clear and established method by which men could appropriate the products of women’s work?  Was there a clear policy of subordination in the sexual division of labor?

5) In the economic sphere:  Who controlled the goods produced among the Baule? How did this partnership in production constitute the material basis of a marriage relationship?

6) According to Etienne, what were the two essential products in Baule society?

What labor requirements were characteristic of each of these?

Who was responsible for “initiating” the production of each?

Who was responsible for dispensing each?

How did each relate to the wider social integration of society?

7) What role did women have in the production of yams? How much work autonomy did women have? Could they interplant other crops among the yams? If they did, who had responsibility for the control over its distribution?
8) What did the introduction of machine-made thread mean for men? Since men could now purchase thread independently of women’s labor, why wouldn’t this be seen as an advantage for the society as a whole, and especially for women? Aren’t “labor-saving” devices always “good?” How did this affect the earlier, precolonial production relations?

9) What were the factors that affected production relations with regard to introduced cotton?

10) How did the presence of agricultural offices affect the production relations of society? With whom did they deal? What did this mean for women?

Within this system, who “initiated:” cotton cultivation? So what?  Didn’t this just mean less labor responsibilities for women?
How did this affect women’s claims to their former “second-year” prerogatives in the field?

11) But since men were identified by the colonial power as primarily responsible for tax payments—even for women—weren’t they properly associated with cash crop production?  With their control over this cash, what did men do with it that affected relations with women and production? 
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