Women and Politics in Africa, Spring 2010: Second Essay Assignment

Due by 2:00pm on Friday, April 23:
Please complete the following two-part written assignment and bring both parts to turn in at the Political Science Department (Clark House) by 2:00pm on Friday, April 23:
1) Write a book review of Tripp et al. African Women’s Movements Your review should be limited to about 800 words (2-3 pages), using at least an 11 point font. All students should use the following format for their review:

a) In the first paragraph, identify the thesis of the book. Why are the authors writing? What are the messages Tripp et al. are attempting to convey? Why does it matter? 
b) The second paragraph should present a summary of the book. What do its chapters contain? How is the book organized? What evidence do the authors use to support their argument?
c) In the third and fourth paragraphs, analyze the strengths and weaknesses of the book. Where is the authors’ work compelling? Where does it fall short? Which chapter/s do you find particularly informative? What is especially persuasive? What is missing? 
d) Finally, in the sixth paragraph, place this book in the context of our course. How does the book fit into issues and themes we have been discussing during the semester? What does it add to our understanding of women and politics in Africa? How does it compare with other analyses we have read?

2) Prepare a separate written summary and discussion (no more than two pages) of the specific chapter or chapters from Tripp et al. assigned to your discussion group. (The list of chapter assignments by group will be handed out in class). Please make two printed copies of this report: one to hand in at class with your book review, one to keep for reference during discussions with your group.
Class discussions on April 26 and Apr. 28 will be led by the groups. Each group will be responsible for facilitating discussion of their assigned chapter or chapters. To allow time to prepare for this, a portion of class on Apr. 26 will be devoted to group meetings during which the members of each group will have time to plan for their class presentation/facilitation of discussion. It is important that all students attend class for these planning sessions. 
In both parts of this assignment please use double-spacing and allow adequate margins (one inch). Be sure to proofread your work carefully, and edit the writing to eliminate grammatical errors. It is a good idea to write more than one draft. After composing a draft, print this out, and use the paper copy for your editing. This is the best way to improve the prose and avoid spelling or grammatical errors, run-on sentences, and awkward phraseology.

Include your name and the date on the paper, and please number the pages. Always keep a copy of work you submit.
