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Second Looking Assignment
In a short essay not to exceed five typewritten pages in length, please compare and contrast the basic formal aspects of the two Chinese paintings listed below.  The paper should be based on observation and analysis.  For both pairs of paintings you should consider the following issues:  the use of perspective, the treatment of space, the use of color and ink, the effects of brushwork and the quality of the line.  How does the format effect the composition?  The differences are subtle, but quite striking; try to be selective in your comments. 
Besides comparing the formal qualities of the paintings, also consider the motivations of the artists.  What are the artistic concerns of Ma Yuan and Ni Zan, of the anonymous Southern Song painter and Wu Zhen?  To help you answer these questions you may want to make reference to Wen Fong, “Toward a Structural Analysis of Chinese Painting,” and Richard Edwards, “The Artist and Landscape.”  While the historical context of the artists is important to their aesthetic decisions, be sure that you focus primarily on the paintings themselves and not on the biography of the artists.
Pair 1
Ma Yuan (act. ca. 1200).  Watching Deer by a Pine Shaded Stream. Album leaf.  Ink and light colors on silk.  24.7 x 26.1 cm.  Cleveland Museum of Art.  Eight Dynasties of Chinese Painting, entry 52.
Ni Zan (1301-1374). The Rongxi Studio.  Hanging scroll, ink on paper.  74.7 x 35.5 cm.  National Palace Museum, Taipei.  PTP, pl. 157

Pair 2
Anonymous.  Towing a Boat in a Rainstorm.  Fan mounted as an album leaf.  Ink and colors on silk. 24.1 x 25.7 cm.  Metropolitan Museum of Art.
Wu Zhen (1280-1354). Fisherman Recluse on Lake Dong-ting.  Hanging scroll, ink on paper.  146.4 x 58.6 cm.  National Palace Museum, Taipei.   PTP, pl. 153

Remember that the scale of the paintings is quite different from the way they appear in illustration.
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