Music 42





Name________________

Midterm

Essay: Choose one and write essay (ca. 3-5 pp), citing musical examples with reference to page number and rehearsal number from our scores. You may use all of your readings, scores, and notes. Plan on spending around 4 hours, but you may take longer if you wish.

Indicate on your essay how much time you spent. Please write a well crafted essay.

Question One

Musicologist Richard Taruskin remarks in his writings Shostakovich:

 “For a nineteenth-century author, one surefire device for exposing social ills was to place a sweet innocent amid injustice and corruption and condemn the environment by contrast.”

Demonstrate this idea as played out in the symphonies of both Mahler and Shostakovich. Cite as useful examples from the performances you heard or played in where performance choices by the conductor and orchestra helped dramatize this dynamic of innocence trapped amid corruption.

Question Two


Musicologist/philosopher Theodore Adorno notes the following:


“It is an oddity that many of the most perfect melodies sound like quotations.”

Demonstrate how Mahler and Shostakovich utilize the listener’s desire and even search for that perfect melody to invoke the stark, yet unstable, contrast between the aesthetic of the old or convention with the aesthetic of new or modern. Cite as useful examples from the performances you heard or played in where performance choices by the conductor and orchestra helped dramatize this dynamic between convention and modernity.

