
First Looking Assignment 

In an essay not to exceed four typewritten pages in length, please give a formal analysis comparing the two ritual bronze vessels listed below.   Although the content and organization of the paper is your own responsibility, you might discuss such issues as the initial artistic impact of the works,  the treatment of form, the treatment of of surface and the relationship between form and ornamentation.  How important for the Chou caster was the motif of the taotie?  What were the primary concerns of the casters of the two vessels?   
You. Mid-2nd millennium  B.C.E Shang, (Zhengzhou phase).Height 31 cm. Hubei Provincial Museum.  GBAC #9, pp. 89 and detail on p. 102.

Zeng Zhong You Fu Hu.  Western Zhou, 8th century B.C.E.  Height 66 cm.  Hubei Provincial Museum.  GBAC  #62, pp. 237.  Zeng Zhong You Fu refers to the inscription on the vessel which reads, (You Fu, second son of [the marquis of] Zeng, used bronze to make this precious ritual hu vessel.  


OR

Jia. Zhengzhou phase, mid-2nd millennium  B.C.E. Height 30.1 cm. Pay special attention to the "architecture" of the vessel. GBAC #6, pp. 85 and details on pp. 100-101.

Hu.  Eastern Zhou, mid-5th century B.C.E.  Height 44.2 cm. Pay special attention to the variety of ornamentation on the vessel.  GBAC #69, pp. 277-9 and fig. 96, p. 267. 

Please focus on the formal similarities and differences of the works to be compared and do not discuss their iconography or historical context in great detail.  For those who have never written a formal analysis of two works of art before, please refer to Sylvan Barnet, Writing About Art.

(Courtesy of Anne Nishimura Morse and Robert Bagley)

Due Monday, September 27
