Women and Politics in Africa

Study Guide: Emecheta, The Joys of Motherhood
Chs. 12-18

1.
What values/beliefs conditioned Nnu Ego's responses to urban life?  Did she ever question patriarchal attitudes?  Why did she stay with Nnaife?  

2.
What explains the behavior of Nnu Ego's husband, Nnaife?  What message do you think Emecheta is trying to convey about African men?  Are there any sympathetic male characters in the story?  Discuss and give examples.

3.
What indications are there in this story of the effects of colonialism and modernization on women, men,  and gender relations?

4.
Describe the "vicious cycle" Robertson identifies as a major problem faced by many urban African women.  How is this exemplified in Emecheta's life?

5.
In Nnu Ego's view, why are children important?  Does she treat her daughters and sons differently?  Why?  Are her expectations regarding her sons fulfilled?

6.
What happens to Nnu Ego’s daughters?

7.
Why is Nnaife disgraced at the end of the story?  What did he do?

8.
What happens after the death of Nnu Ego?  What message do you think Emecheta is trying to convey here?

