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Women and Politics in Africa

Study Guide for Midterm Exam, Spring 2010
I. Topics, issues, and themes to review:
1) According to Potash, why is it important to understand the character of kinship and family organization in Africa?

2) What does Lancaster mean by “the good, the bad, and the ugly?” How are the issues she addresses relevant for women in Africa?
3) When widows in Maragoli went to court to help their married daughters, what did they hope to achieve; was divorce the main goal? What was the most common outcome? According to Kenda Mutongi, how is the widows’ use of the courts significant; what does this show?

4) Discuss the significance of changes in !Kung society as analyzed by Draper; in what ways does the situation of !Kung in the film N!ai parallel and/or diverge from the portrait provided by Draper? 

5) Describe and discuss the significance of economic changes during the colonial period in rural areas of Africa, as analyzed by Koopman. How did these changes affect rural women, their work, work, and their control over what they produced? How were taxes important? 
6) How and why did gender relations in Baule society change during colonial rule, how are the changes significant?

7) Compare and contrast the notions of feminism of each of these analysts: Iglitzin, Johnson-Odim, and Mikell. What similarities and differences are there, and how are the differences significant?

8) To what extent does Iglitzin’s patriarchal model apply to the lives of characters in The Joys of Motherhood? Do Nnu Ego and/or Adaku ever challenge patriarchal values and constraints? Discuss; compare/contrast; and give examples.

9) How would Robertson explain the challenges and difficulties encountered by Nnu Ego, as she tried to support her family in an urban setting?

10) Why do women in Cameroon engage in prostitution? To what extent does this represent a form of “liberation” for women? Discuss. (Songue)

11) Discuss changing ideals of masculinity among the railroad workers described by Lindsay. How does this situation compare with the depiction of masculinity in the Joys of Motherhood (Emecheta), and with masculinities in Maragoli, Kenya (described by Mutongi)?
I. Identifications [Be sure to consider the significance of each of these, in relation to issues and themes in the course]
Conjugal family; Consanguinal family

Matrilineal descent; patrilineal descent; polygyny; matrilocal/patrilocal

Bridewealth; Bride service

Pastoralist society

Slash and burn agriculture/female farming system

Widows of Maragoli

“KAR men” 
Inflation in cash bridewealth (colonial Kenya)

Millenium Development Goals (Lancaster)
African feminism as defined by Mikell

Patriarchy, and Iglitzin’s patriarchal model

Mode of production

Informal economy (Robertson)
Wambui Murithi

Naadey

Matilda Smith

Funmilayo Anikulapo Kuti

Mary Chinubu

Vicious cycle facing many urban African women (Robertson)

Ibo/Igbo; Ibuza; Yoruba; Lagos

Nnu Ego; Nnaife; Adaku
Mama Abby

Kehinde; Taiwo
Oshia
Buchi Emecheta

