BC Minutes for March 29, 2011
Attendance:
Phillip Johnson (Treasurer)
Gaby Mateo
Diwa Cody
Jasjaap Sidhu
Maia Mares
Allan Landman
Pranay Kirpalani
Esther Fervier
Jacob Ong
Geoff Ainslie
Black Alumni Weekend
The student is requesting $200 for speaker lodging and additional funding for catering. They were initially granted $1250 for catering, and are now requesting an additional $300 for catering. 
There is a motion to fund in full. Mateo, Cody, Sidhu, Mares, Landman, Kirpalani, Fervier, Ong, Ainslie in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions. 
There is a motion to recommend emergency funding for the request. Mateo, Cody, Sidhu, Mares, Landman, Kirpalani, Fervier, Ong, Ainslie in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions. 
ISA
The group is requesting funding for publicity, a police officer, and DJ at a party that will take place on April 8th. They are also requesting funding for refreshments during an art exhibition, and they also plan on tabling. They would like to have different spices that people can try on popcorn. For the tabling event, they would like to associate it with Asian Night Market but would like to have the tabling be separate. 
Landman asks if the tabling is similar to having candy at a tabling event. The representative says that this is more like a cooking night, in which people try out new cultural foods.
The representative says that this event will take place on the day of Asian Night Market. 
Ainslie says that if they fund this, other clubs could use tabling to promote food events during the day. 
Kirpalani thinks that the tabling issue is complicated, but Night Market is a very big event and this tabling could be considered part of the event. Landman thinks that if there was popcorn at the actual Night Market, this might be acceptable. 
Ainslie says that he thinks this is fine. This is like advertising for their event.
Phil Johnson says that thinking about it as promotional is tricky because $200 is a lot for advertising and this is bad. But as a cultural event, this is more acceptable. 
Kirpalani says that this might also get more people to come to the later Night Market event. 
Phil Johnson says that they haven’t used their $200 rule yet, so the refreshments at the Mead event will be alright.
There is a motion to fund $552.50 for the party DJ, publicity, security, and refreshments at the Mead, and $0 for the popcorn and spices. Mateo, Cody, Sidhu, Mares, Landman, Fervier, Ong, Ainslie in favor, 0 opposed, Kirpalani abstains. 
Pride Alliance
The group is requesting funding for an honorarium for a speaker. The speaker is an Amherst College professor. Phil Johnson asked why they are giving a professor an honorarium, since they usually speak for free. The representative says that the professor didn’t ask for money and she is not sure if they should have an honorarium.
They are also requesting Gay? Fine By Me T-shirts. They are requesting 600 T-shirts. Last year, the BC funded the T-Shirts. In previous years, the T-Shrts were funded by the college, and then the Interim Student Life fund, which also disappeared. The AAS never funds giveaways, so it is difficult to justify funding this.
Ainslie asks if the representative has spoken to Dean Fatemi. She has not yet spoken with her. 
There is a motion to fund $0. Cody, Mares, Kirpalani, Ong in favor, Ainslie opposed, Sidhu, Fervier, Mateo, and Landman abstain.
Landman says that Amherst College used to fund the shirts, and now that the college is doing better, is it alright to let the shirts fall by the wayside? 
Cody says that they do not know that the college will not pay for the shirts, and perhaps if the AAS does not fund it, the administration will consider funding the shirts again as they viewed them as important in the past. 
Ainslie agrees that he would vote to $0 the request in order to have the administration consider it. 
Phil Johnson says that the AAS was only supposed to fund the shirts, as well as other items through the Interim Student Life Fund for a few years. 
Landman motions to reconsider his vote. Ainslie motions to reconsider his vote, and change his vote to in favor of $0.
There is a motion to $0. Mateo, Cody, Mares, Kirpalani, Ong, Ainslie, Sidhu, in favor, Landman opposed wishing to table, Fervier abstains.
Landman says that the AAS should reconsider funding if the administration and other sources of funding do not approve the shirts. 
Phil Johnson says that as a body it is important to make the administration understand what is important to students. 
Peruvian Education Initiative
The group is requesting funding for table tents and food. They had held a Super Smash Brothers tournament and would like to hold another tournament. Last time they requested food and were not funded for it, but they are requesting again.
Kirpalani says that the AAS has a strong precedent of not funding food that does not significantly add to the event in some way, and this does not. 
Cody suggests that the group speak with Dean Fatemi about food at the event.
There is a motion to fund $9. Mateo, Cody, Sidhu, Mares, Landman, Kirpalani, Fervier, Ong, Ainslie in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions. 
Fencing Club
The group is requesting $22.40 for a sabre cuff.
There is a motion to fund in full. Mateo, Cody, Sidhu, Mares, Landman, Kirpalani, Fervier, Ong, Ainslie in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions. 
ASA
The group is requesting funding for an after party connected with Asian Night Market. They are requesting $150 for a DJ and $140 for a police officer. They are also requesting publicity. The event will be five college, so they are requesting $12.50 for publicity. 
There is a motion to fund in full. Mateo, Cody, Sidhu, Mares, Landman, Kirpalani, Fervier, Ong, Ainslie in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions. 
Pride and Color
The group is requesting $200 for hotel rooms for three visiting artists. The event is being coordinated by Hampshire, UMass Pride Alliance, and Amherst Pride Alliance.
Phil Johnson asks where the party is taking place. It is taking place at Hampshire College. The AAS historically has funded events that take place at other schools. He also thinks that the event could be funded by the Five College Coordinating Board. Other similar events are ACOC and La Causa five college events, but often those events have events at Amherst as well.
The representative says that he emailed the Board but has not yet gotten a response. 
The BC thinks that as long as this is a five college event, it is acceptable to fund. 
There is a motion to fund in full. Mateo, Cody, Sidhu, Mares, Landman, Kirpalani, Fervier, Ong, Ainslie in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions. 
Senior Ball Committee
The group is requesting funding for the Senior Ball. The items they are requesting are tents and tables. The amount that they are requesting is the same as last year, and the AAS has traditionally funded this request. 
There is a motion to fund in full. Mateo, Cody, Sidhu, Mares, Landman, Kirpalani, Fervier, Ong, Ainslie in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions. 
Amherst College Public Health Collaborative
The student is requesting funding for a hotel in New Haven and reimbursement for a conference registration.
The student has not paid for the conference yet. 
There is a motion to fund in full. Mateo, Cody, Sidhu, Mares, Landman, Kirpalani, Fervier, Ong, Ainslie in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions. 
Andrea Wise
Two students are requesting funding for Pro-Life Week. The event is usually hosted by the Republican Club. However, the club has been out of session and is not running the event.  The students would like to have video, discussion, fliers, and a speaker. 
They are requesting funding for refreshments at a movie screening and discussion. They are also requesting funding for the speaker event. 
In the fall of 2009, the AAS did fund some informational materials and posters in addition to regular publicity.
The food that they are requesting for the event usually falls under the $200 rule, but that budget normally applies to established clubs. Phil Johnson says that it is unclear whether the AAS can fund food for an event put on by two students, and advise that they look to a club for sponsorship. 
Kirpalani thinks that they should be funded $9 for publicity, and $50 for the poster campaign and related materials. 
The BC would like to table refreshments pending group sponsorship. 
The event is week-long. 
There is a motion to fund $393.75 for the honorarium and printed materials, and table all of the refreshments. Mateo, Cody, Sidhu, Mares, Landman, Kirpalani, Fervier, Ong, Ainslie in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions. 
ACRA
The crew team is requesting funding for dues. Each member is required to pay semesterly dues of $200, but five members cannot afford the dues. 
Motion to fund in full. Mateo, Cody, Sidhu, Mares, Landman, Kirpalani, Fervier, Ong, Ainslie in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions. 
Debate Team
There is a motion to  hear the request even though the representative did not submit a request. 
The team is requesting $1000 for the Amherst Debate Tournament. They would like to pay for judges at the tournament. They are planning to recruit as many as they can within their budget. 
Phil Johnson says that they already have $1000 for tournament expenses. 
The representative says that this is their best estimate for how much judges would cost. Normally, they use members of the team, but the tournament is the same weekend as the Spring Concert, and they expect that those judges will defect to the concert. 
They will need about 40 judges in total for the tournament. They plan to offer $130 to each judge from outside of the college.  Other teams will bring some judges, but they need to make sure that there are enough judges to run the tournament. 
There is a motion to fund in full. Mateo, Cody, Sidhu, Mares, Landman, Kirpalani, Fervier, Ong, Ainslie in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions. 
