FYSE 28: Reading Nature

Fall 2010
	Section 01
	Section 02

	Prof. Courtright

TTH 11:30-12:50, Fayerweather 113

& occasional weekends

Office hours: W 3-4 & Th 1:30-2:30, 

Fayerweather 206 OR Converse 102D

Contact info: X 2123, nmcourtright@amherst.edu


	Prof. López

TTH 11:30-12:50, Chapin 119

& occasional weekends

Office hours: WTh 2-3, 

Chapin 23

Contact info: x5846, ralopez@amherst.edu




One of humankind’s greatest ambitions has been to understand, measure, and control nature, as well as imitate its appearance and harness its powers.  Scientists and artists labored over millennia to discover what they believed were principles and fundamental truths embedded in natural phenomena.  Rulers and citizens, masters and servants, scientists, craftsmen, doctors, cartographers, artists and historians traversed landscapes and seascapes. They mapped familiar and unfamiliar territories, documented their fauna and flora, wrote descriptions of them, and created microcosms and macrocosms of these spaces for the privileged to possess.    

The seminar will raise issues of how we know what we know about the past and about the world around us, and about how we think about, look at, and experience material culture and landscape. We will think about how we ask questions about human experience, about accumulated histories of power relations, and about change over time. We will hike through altered landscapes in the area, and walk around Amherst College to consider its design and place in the universe of education when it was founded.  We will visit Historic Deerfield and analyze its relationship to ideas about nature in the early history of the colonies, and contrast it with Louis XIV’s gardens at Versailles and their role in early modern absolutist control within Europe. We will examine how nature and the products of nature have been understood in the past, looking at botanical drawings and photographs in Frost Library’s Special Collections, rocks in the Natural History Museum, and art in the Mead Art Museum.

 Throughout the semester students will do close readings of visual and printed material, weekly will write brief analyses of historical sources, spaces, and images, and will design interdisciplinary projects of inquiry.  Students will be asked to hone and critique their own writing, speaking and thinking skills as the course progresses.

Attendance: Required. 

Readings: Be an engaged, critical reader. Don’t absorb the text, argue with it. 

Discussion: Take risks. Put your ideas out for discussion and critique. The goal is not to say something “smart,” or to get the “right answer”; rather, the purpose of discussion to work through complex ideas, to try on different points of view, to figure out what you think, and to follow an idea down a path and then be willing to change course or refine your thinking.

Written work: All written work must be typed and formatted in 12 point Times black font, 1 inch margins on all sides, left-justified (do not use full justified!), and double spaced. Written work must be submitted as a Word file. Include your name, the course, the name of the assignment, and the date in the upper left hand corner. Points will be deducted for papers that are too long and for those that fail to comply with the formatting instructions. Do not include a separate cover page. Pages must be numbered. All sources must be footnoted. You must also footnote all ideas borrowed from others – better yet, also discuss them explicitly in the text. Do not use in-text notations or endnotes. 

Plagiarism:  Please be aware! When you take the words, work, or ideas of someone else and pass them off as your own you are committing plagiarism. This includes misusing works that are cited elsewhere in your paper. Always be explicit about when you are building upon the ideas of others, and when you are taking things in your own direction. If you decide to plagiarize your will receive an “F” for the entire course and I will turn the matter over to the dean with a recommendation for expulsion from Amherst College. If you have any doubt about how to acknowledge the work of others in your footnotes, consult the style guide or come see me.

Book to purchase (available at Food for Thought Books, 106 North Pleasant Street): 

· James Scott, Seeing Like a State: How Certain Schemes to Improve the Human Condition Have Failed (New Haven: Yale UP, 1998)

· Thomas R. Dunlap, Nature and the English Diaspora: Environment and History in the United States, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand (New York: Cambridge UP, 1999)

Meetings:

1) Tuesday, September 7

Introduction

· Walk through the wildlife sanctuary and over Tuttle Hill

2) Thursday, September 9 

What is nature?

· William Cronon, selection from “The Trouble with Wilderness; or, Getting Back to the Wrong Nature,” from Uncommon Ground: Rethinking the Human Place in Nature (NY: Norton, 1995), 69-87.
Sept 12 Hike the Notch.

Reading the Land, Near and Far: The Notch

· Hike, see, draw, and write

3) Tuesday, September 14 

Landscape Painting: What Makes Nature Artful?

· E.H. Gombrich, “The Renaissance Theory of Art and the Rise of Landscape,” in Norm and Form (Phaidon, 3rd ed., 1985), 107-121, 150-153, Figs. 145-155.

· Nicola Courtright, “Imitation, Innovation, and Renovation in the Counter-Reformation,” in Antiquity and its Interpreters, ed. Alina Payne et al. (Cambridge UP, 2000), 126-142.

· John Driscoll, Introduction, All that is Glorious Around Us: Painting from the Hudson River School (Ithaca, NY: Cornell UP, 1997), 8-20.

4) Thursday, September 16 

	Section 01
	Section 02

	Meet in Mead Art Museum

The Tropics

· Nancy Leys Stepan, Picturing Tropical Nature (Cornell UP, 2001), 11-56 and 240-245.

· Philip Stott, "Jungles of the Mind: The Invention of the ‘Tropical Rain Forest'," History Today [Great Britain] 51, no. 5 (2001): 38-44.
	Meet in regular classroom

The Legibility of Nature and Landscapes

· James C. Scott, “Nature and Space,” Seeing Like a State: How Certain Schemes to Improve the Human Condition Have Failed (Yale UP, 1998), 11-52




5) Tuesday, September 21

	Section 01
	Section 02

	Meet in regular classroom

The Legibility of Nature and Landscapes

· James C. Scott, “Nature and Space,” Seeing Like a State: How Certain Schemes to Improve the Human Condition Have Failed (Yale UP, 1998), 11-52


	Meet in Mead Art Museum

The Tropics

· Nancy Leys Stepan, Picturing Tropical Nature (Cornell UP, 2001), 11-56 and 240-245.

· Philip Stott, "Jungles of the Mind: The Invention of the ‘Tropical Rain Forest'," History Today [Great Britain] 51, no. 5 (2001): 38-44.


6) Thursday, September 23 
(both classes will meet together in Fayerweather 113)

French Royal Domains and the English 18th-Century Estate, Part I 
· Christopher Thacker and Louis XIV, “‘La Manière de montrer les jardins de Versailles,’ by Louis XIV and Others,” Garden History, 1 (Sept. 1972): 49-69.

· Horace Walpole, from The History of the Modern Taste in Gardening (1771/1780) in The Genius of the Place, ed. John Dixon Hunt and Peter Willis (MIT, 1998), 313-316.

· Uvedale Price, from An Essay on the Picturesque (1794) in Genius of the Place, 351-357.

· Stephanie Ross, “Ut Hortus Poesis--Gardening and Her Sister Arts in Eighteenth-Century England,” British Journal of Aesthetics, 25(1)(Winter 1985): 17-32.

· Betsy G. Fryberger, “The Artist and the Changing Garden,” The Changing Garden: Four Centuries of European and American Art, edited by Betsy G. Fryberger (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2003), 1-27.

7) Tuesday, September 28

French Royal Domains and the English 18th-Century Estate, Part II
· Chandra Mukerji, Territorial Ambitions and the Gardens of Versailles (New York: Cambridge UP, 1997), selections.

· Elizabeth Hyde, “Gender, Flowers, and the Baroque Nature of Kingship,” in Villas and Gardens in Early Modern Italy and France, ed. Mirka Benes and Dianne Harris (Cambridge UP, 2001), 225-248, 396-403.

8) Thursday, September 30

English Landscape Garden: All of Nature as a Garden, All of Nature as a Possession

· Review Walpole, from The History of the Modern Taste in Gardening (1771/1780) in The Genius of the Place, 313-316. 

· Keith Thomas, “Cultivation or Wilderness?” Man and the Natural World: Changing Attitudes in England, 1500-1800 (New York: Oxford UP, 1983), 254-269.

· Richard Drayton, Nature's Government: Science, Imperial Britain, and the "Improvement" of the World (Yale UP, 2000), chapter 2.

9) Tuesday, October 5

The Science of Describing

· Hipólito Ruiz, The Journals of Hipólito Ruiz: Spanish Botanist in Peru and Chile, 1777-1788 (Portland, OR: Timber Press, 1998), 42-44, 47-70, 79-86 & 336-337.

10) Thursday, October 7

Seeing Scientifically, Part I

· David Freedberg, “The Doctor’s Dilemmas,” The Eye of the Lynx (Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 2002), 1-10, 275-304, 456-461.

· Anthony Grafton, Worlds Made by Words: Scholarship and Community in the Modern West (Cambridge, MA: Harvard UP, 2009), 79-97.

Tuesday, October 12 (no meeting, October Break)

11) Thursday, October 14

Seeing Scientifically, Part II

· Kärin Nickelson, “Draughtsmen, Botanists and Nature: Constructing Eighteenth-Century Botanical Illustrations,” Studies in History and Philosophy of Biological and Biomedical Sciences 37 (2006): 1-25.

During this week, make a trip to Smith Botanic Garden and Lyman Conservatory (open 8:30 to 4:00 daily): 15 College Lane, Northampton, MA 01063; (413) 585-2740. 

Walk, see, write, and draw

12) Tuesday, October 19

Gardens and the State

· Rick A. López, “Nature as Subject and Citizen: The Royal Botanical Expedition to New Spain (1787-1803)," Environmental Histories of Modern Mexico, edited by Chris Boyer (Tucson: University of Arizona, forthcoming).

· Document, to be distributed (determine later).

13) Thursday, October 21

Asian-European Aesthetic Exchange


· William Chambers, excerpt from Designs of Chinese Buildings, Furniture, Dresses, Machines, and Utensils (1757), in the Genius of the Place, ed. John Dixon Hunt and Peter Willis (MIT Press, 1988), 283-288.

· William Chambers, excerpt from A Dissertation on Oriental Gardening (London, 1772), 11-16 [available online w/ Google Books].

14) Tuesday, October 26

The Tamed Landscape

· Scott, “Taming Nature: An Agriculture of Legibility and Simplification,” in Seeing Like a State, 262-306.

15) Thursday, October 28

Place and Space: Empire, Nation, and Garden

· Eugenia W. Herbert, “The Taj and the Raj:  Garden Imperialism in India,” Studies in the History of Gardens and Designed Landscapes (2005), 250-272.

· Tamara Whited, Intro, Chapter 1 & 2, and Conclusion, Forests and Peasant Politics in Modern France (Yale UP, 2000).
16) Tuesday, November 2

The Nation in Nature

· Michael Imort, “A Sylvan People: Wilhelmine Forestry and the Forest as a Symbol of Germandom,” from Germany’s Nature: Cultural Landscapes and Environmental History, edited by Thomas Lekan and Thomas Zeller (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers UP, 2005), 55-80.

17) Thursday, November 4

Domesticating Alien Landscapes in the Colonies: Imposition of an Aesthetic Ideal, Part I

· Thomas R. Dunlap, Nature and the English Diaspora: Environment and History in the United States, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand (New York: Cambridge UP, 1999), 1st half (divide up the chapters, skim all, read assigned ones closely).

18) Tuesday, November 9

Domesticating Alien Landscapes in the Colonies: Imposition of an Aesthetic Ideal, Part II

· Dunlap, Nature and the English Diaspora, second half (divide up the chapters, skim all, read assigned ones closely).

19) Thursday, November 11

Tourism, Race, and Place in the Invention of New England

· Dona Brown, Chapters 2 & 5, Inventing New England (Washington, DC: Smithsonian, 1995).

Saturday, November 13

Nostalgia, Preservation and Landscape

· Field trip to Historic Deerfield

20) Tuesday, November 16

Collegiate Landscaped Spaces

· Blake Gumprecht, “The Campus as a Public Space in the American College Town,” Journal of Historical Geography 33(1) (Jan. 2007): 72-103. 

22) Thursday, November 18

Rationalizing Space

· Scott, “Cities, People, and Language,” Seeing Like a State, 53-83.

Tuesday, November 23 (No meeting, Thanksgiving Holiday)

Thursday, November 25 (No meeting, Thanksgiving Holiday)

23) Tuesday, November 30

What is a map?

· J.B. Harley, chapters 1 and 2, The New Nature of Maps (Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2001), 33-81.

· Elizabeth Hill Boone, “Maps of Territory, History and Community in Aztec Mexico,” from Cartographic Encounters: Perspectives on Native American Mapmaking and Map Use, edited by G. Malcolm Lewis (University of Chicago Press, 1998), 111-133.

24) Thursday, December 2

	Section 01
	Section 02

	How to Make a Map: Managing Decisions, Conventions, Silences, Uses, and Embedded Assumptions

· GIS training session


	Decoding Maps

· Meet in Frost Map room

· Examine maps together in class. Practice looking at them, decoding them, moving beyond the implied meanings. 


25) Tuesday, December 7

	Section 01
	Section 02

	Decoding Maps

· Meet in Frost Map room

Examine maps together in class. Practice looking at them, decoding them, moving beyond the implied meanings.
	How to Make a Map: Managing Decisions, Conventions, Silences, Uses, and Embedded Assumptions

· GIS training session




26) Thursday, December 9

To be determined

27) Tuesday, December 14

(Tentative) The Future of the Land
· Discuss: “Food, Inc.” a film by Eric Schlosser and Robert Kenner
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