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Paper Topics

1.  Compare Alexander Hamilton’s economic vision for the young United States with the evolving views of Thomas Jefferson.  Does Jefferson wind up in the same place as Hamilton in his remarks on manufacturing in 1816? What were both were hoping for as results of their plans, both practically and intangibly?  What remained constant in Jefferson’s view and what changed?    You should synthesize Hamilton’s view (in a page or so)  and then spend the rest of the paper on Jefferson.  Please pay close attention to both writers’ rhetoric in making their arguments.  They were both careful stylists writing with the intention to persuade. Use examples to show how did they tried to achieve this. 

2.  Alexis de Tocqueville wrote that citizens of the new United  States had an overruling passion for equality that surpassed their desire for liberty  He argued that  Americans’ love for equality was “ardent, insatiable, incessant, invincible; they call for equality in freedom; and if they cannot obtain that, they still call for it in slavery.  They will endure poverty, servitude, barbarism, but they will not endure aristocracy.” Look at Lucy Larcom’s and Chester Harding’s narratives in light of Tocqueville’s statements about equality and liberty. Do you find evidence of their passion for equality?  What of their love of liberty? How would you describe their central passions when looking back at their lives, and how do your observations confirm or diverge from Tocqueville’s? 

Whichever topic you select, the paper should be 4-5 pages.  It should be concise, well-organized and express a thesis which you then substantiate with carefully selected evidence from the readings. 
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