Women and Politics in Africa

Assignment: write a response to two of these questions, of your choice. Please type your answers, and bring this to be handed in at class on Wed., March 31.
Study Guide, Postcolonial Politics: State Hegemony and Subordination of Women
Readings:
Geiger, TANU Women, Chs. 8-9.  

O’Barr and Firmin-Sellers, “African Women in Politics,” 202-212.  
Aili Mari Tripp, “The Politics of Autonomy and Cooptation in Africa:  The Case of the Ugandan Women’s Movement,” Journal of Modern African Studies 39, 1 (2001): 101-128.  
Review: Mikell, African Feminism, esp. pp. 22-33.  

1) According to O’Barr and Firmin-Sellers, what explains the “political underrepresentation of African women in the post-independence period of African states? 

2) In light of O’Barr and Firmin-Sellers’s insights, compare Geiger’s account of what happened to Bibi Titi and the TANU Women’s Section. What policies did the postindependence state of Tanganyika/Tanzania implement regarding women’s organizations?

3) How did the UWT differ from  the TANU Women’s Section? Did the women active in Tanganyikan nationalist struggle see their hopes and goals fulfilled? To what extent does O’Barr and Firmin Sellers’s analysis apply here, regarding barriers constraining women’s political participation in postindependence African states? 

4) Given this situation, how did many women respond, in the 1970s and 1980s? Compare Mikell’s observations on this with those of O’Barr and Firmin-Sellers.Is withdrawal from the formal sector a viable strategy?  Why or why not? To what types of activities did women devote their main energies?
5) How does Tripp define “autonomy,” and why is this important for women’s movements? In what ways does her discussion of women’s activism parallel and/or diverge from that of Mikell? 
6) As described by O’Barr and Firmin-Sellers, what were the three main goals of international reform efforts during the UN Decade for women?  What was achieved? How do the authors explain why “progress has been slow?” What should be done?
