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Broadly stated, the “right to privacy” can be understood as a “right to be let alone.”  But that language of rights tends to universalize and decontextualize a concept that has a traceable history and that exists within particular social landscapes.  In this seminar we will examine the idea of “privacy” and the values protected by it, exploring how the very idea of the “private” developed and how it has been represented in literature and culture in shifting ways.  Drawing upon novels and films, historical studies, philosophical texts, legal cases, and political/cultural debates, we will consider, for example, the relation between privacy and property, the emergence and development of individual self-consciousness, the conflict between sexual privacy and state police powers, and the redefinition of privacy through technology.  Who has the privilege of privacy, and how does access to privacy inflect social identity?  How and why does law either protect or puncture private spaces in liberal democracies?  Given the power and lure of technology in contemporary society, has the idea of privacy been emptied of meaning?   

Course requirements 
· weekly response papers and revisions

· several moderate-length papers (3-5 pages)

· one short research project

· class participation

Required texts

· Orwell, 1984
· Graff and Birkenstein, They Say I Say
· Harvey, The Nuts and Bolts of College Writing
Multiliths will be available at the LJST office, 208 Clark House; a number of readings are accessible as links at the course website.

Honor Code:  I maintain an honor code in all my classes.  See accompanying handout.

Syllabus
M=multilith

E=e-reserves

What does “privacy” mean?

E
Rear Window (FILM)
M
Bolling, “Privation and Privilege” 


E
Murphy, “Social Distance and the Veil”

E
Thompson, “The Right to Privacy” 

E
Gavison, “Privacy and the Limits of Law”

M
Simmel, “The Secret and the Secret Society” 
Histories of the Private
M
Arendt, “The Public and the Private Realm”

M
Elias, “Changes in the Behaviour of the Secular Upper Classes in the West” and “Shame and  Repugnance”

M
Aries, from A History of Private Life
The Social Landscape of Privacy:  Gendered Domains

M
Pateman, “Feminism and the Marriage Contract”
E
Glaspell, “A Jury of Her Peers”
M
Allen, “Privacy in Public”

Legal Theories of Privacy

M
Allen, “Privacy in American Law”
M
Amar, “Fourth Amendment First Principles”
M
Warren/Brandeis, “The Right to Privacy, the implicit made explicit”
E
Prosser, “Privacy, a legal analysis”

E
Allen/Mack, “How Privacy Got Its Gender”
Privacy and Space
E
Douglas, “The Idea of a Home: A Kind of Space”
M
Young, “House and Home:  Feminist Variations on a Theme”

M
Kyllo v. United States
Privacy and the Body
M
Locke, from Two Treatises of Government
M
Griswold et al v. Connecticut
M
Roe v. Wade
M
Lawrence v. Texas
M
Quinlan v. New Jersey

 Privacy and the Mind
M
Rousseau, The Confessions of Jean-Jacques Rousseau

E
Gerstein, “Privacy and Self-Incrimination”
M
Miranda v. Arizona
M
Able v. US
Privacy and the Image

M
Debord, “Separation Perfected”
M
Pavesich v. New England Life Insurance
M
Sidis v. F-R Pub. Corporation
M
Four Navy Seals v. AP
E
Sontag, “Regarding the Torture of Others”

E
Wilson, “Obama Shifts on Abuse Photos” 

State Secrets
M
Shils, TheTorment of Secrecy, “Publicity, Privacy and Secrecy”

M
New York Times v. United States

M
Goldsmith, “Secrecy and Safety”   
M
ACLU v. NSA

Surveillance
M
Orwell, 1984

M
Foucault, “Panopticism”

M
Olmstead v. United States

M
Katz v. United States

M
Slobogin, “Public Privacy:  Surveillance of Public Places and the Right to Anonymity”

M
Gilliom, “Introduction” and “Welfare Surveillance”

E
The Conversation (FILM)
Cyberprivacy
E
Lessig, “Remaking Privacy in Cyberspace”

M
Cocking, “Plural Selves and Relational Identity”

M
Moreno v. Hanford Sentinel

E
Allen, “Gender and Privacy in Cyberspace”

M
Solove, The Digital Person, Introduction, chs. 2 and 3

M
New Jersey v. Reid

E
Harvard Law Review, “In the Face of Danger:  Facial Recognition and the Limits of Privacy                    

                Law”
The End of Privacy?
E
Allen, “Coercing Privacy”

M
Etzioni, “Big Brother or Big Benefits?  ID Cards and Biometric Identifiers”
