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Writing Assignment 3

Consider Jay MacLeod’s statement:  “The social universe people inhabit isn’t simply received as a given from without; rather, it is produced and constructed anew by agents.” (p. 256*).  Taking care to explain what you think MacLeod meant by this statement, consider how useful and/or how limiting it is in understanding the situation of John Grimes and his family through the generations in James Baldwin’s novel Go Tell it on the Mountain.  

The paper (typed in 12-point font, double-spaced, and approximately 1,000 words in length) is due on Friday, Nov. 6 at noon. (Slip it under the door of my office, 108 Fayerweather.)
I repeat here the expectations I outlined for the last paper, and I remind you to attach your second paper to this one, inserting at the end a paragraph about what you have learned about the writing process.
*Chapter 11 (Conclusion, section titled “Structure Versus Agency: “No One to Blame but Me”), 1987 ed., 1995 printing.
Expectations: 

---State your thesis or claim in the first or second paragraph of your paper. 

---Assume your reader (your professor!) knows the novel. This relieves you of any need to reiterate the story and allows you to focus on details of the particular moments you have chosen to support your thesis.

---Support your thesis with quotations from the novel. Do not quote large blocks of text. Select the most salient sentences and be sure you frame them with your own words: why do they matter, how do they perform the role you have assigned to them? Never leave a quotation “naked.” Always explain its importance. 

---Review your first draft 

*at the sentence level (e.g., Check your grammatical expression and your spelling. Look up words whose meaning you question); 

*at the paragraph level (e.g., Does each of your paragraphs have a point that links back to ideas you have developed, says something new, and forecasts ideas you will develop?); 

*at the level of the paper as a whole (e.g., Does your paper support the claim you made at the start? Have you discovered something in the course of writing that suggests you should revise your claim?).

--Write a second draft on the basis of this review. Review it again! 
