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Spring 2012
Books are available at Amherst Books

Eric Homberger and Alice Hudson, The Historical Atlas of New York City: A Visual Celebration of 400 Years of New York City’s History (New York: Henry Holt (2005 edition) 
The New York Conspiracy Trials of 1741: Daniel Horsmanden’s Journal of the Proceedings, ed. Serena R. Zabin (Boston: Bedford, 2004) 
Herman Melville, Bartleby (1856) 

Benjamin Flowers, Skyscraper: The Politics and Power of Building New York City in the Twentieth Century (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2010) 
Ernesto Quinonez, Chango’s Fire (New York: Rayo, 2004) 
Jonathan Safran Foer, Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close (New York: Houghton Mifflin, 2005) 
Other readings and films are available on e-reserve from our course website or the library website.
Syllabus

Jan 24 
Introduction to the course
Thomas Bender, “New York as a Center of ‘Difference’: How Metropolis Counters American Myth,” Dissent 34 (Fall 1987), 429-435

Jan 26
Film: Do the Right Thing (1989; Spike Lee) 
W.J.T. Mitchell, “The Violence of Public Art: Do the Right Thing,” Critical Inquiry 16:4 (Summer 1990), 880-899, especially 891-899 
Jane Jacobs, “The Uses of Sidewalks: Safety,” Death and Life of American Cities (1961), 29-41
James Baldwin, “Fifth Avenue, Uptown: A Letter from Harlem,” Esquire 1961…. Collected in Nobody Knows My Name (1961)
Jan 31
Nan A. Rothschild, New York City Neighborhoods: The 18th Century (San Diego: Academic Press, 1990), 3-32
The New York Conspiracy Trials of 1741: Daniel Horsmanden’s Journal of the Proceedings, ed. Serena R. Zabin (Boston: Bedford, 2004), Zabin introduction (1-36), 
Feb 2

The New York Conspiracy Trials of 1741: Daniel Horsmanden’s 


Journal of the Proceedings, Horsmanden introduction and 


conclusion (41-62; 148-159), and one of the trials of your 


choice.


Archaeology Report on the African Burial Ground, Chap. 15 http://www.africanburialground.gov/FinalReports/Archaeology/ABG_Ch15FEB.pdf
African Burial Ground National Monument 

http://www.nps.gov/afbg/index.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eJHGQgEEBko&feature=related 
Write a 2 page assessment of evidence in the African Burial Ground OR the New York Conspiracy Trials (due Feb. 4)
Feb 7
Philip J. Deloria, “Broadway and Main: Crossroads, Ghost Roads, and Paths to an American Studies Future,” American Quarterly 61:1 (March 2009), 1-25 
Dolores Hayden, The Power of Place: Urban Landscapes as Public History (Cambridge, Mass,: MIT Press, 1995), 14-43 (fn 250-258)
Feb 9
Betsy Blackmar, “Rewalking the ‘Walking City’: Housing and Property Relations in New York City, 1780-1840,” in Robert Blair St. George, ed., Material Life in America 1600-1860 (Boston: Northeastern University Press, 1988), 371-384


Ned Buntline [E. Z. C. Judson], The Mysteries and Miseries of New York: A Story of Real Life (New York: W. F. Burgess, 1849) 5-10, 82-90, 108.
Feb 14
Herman Melville, Bartleby (1856) 
Write a 2 page close reading of the representation of space in a passage in Bartleby.
Feb 16
Visit from Prof. Laure Katsaros

Walt Whitman, 
“Crossing Brooklyn Ferry” (1856/81)




“To a Stranger” (1860/67)





“City of Orgies” (1860/67)

“Manahatta” (1860/81) (1888)
Feb 21
Film: Olmsted and America’s Urban Parks (2010; Rebecca
 
Messner)
http://watch.thirteen.org/video/1887541606/
“Motive of the Plan” (1859); “Rules and Conditions of Service of the Central Park Keepers” (1859); and letter to the Board of Commissioners (13 Nov 1860) in Charles E. Beveridge and David Schuyler, eds., Creating Central Park, 1857-1861; vol. 3 of The Papers of Frederick Law Olmsted (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1983), 212-13; 219-221; 280-283
Feb 23 
Roy Rosenzweig and Elizabeth Blackmar, The Park and the People: A History of Central Park (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1992), pp. 37-58, 238-259, 373-411(fn 542-545, 571- 573, 589-594)
Feb 28
Edwin G. Burrows and Mike Wallace, Gotham: A History of New 

York to 1898 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1999), 883-


899 

Report of the Committee of the Merchants for the Relief of Colored People Suffering from the Late Riots in the City of New York (1863), Anti-Negro Riots in the North (1863)—Arno Press, 1969) 
David Quigley, Second Founding: New York City, Reconstruction, and the Making of American Democracy (New York: Hill and Wang, 2004), 3-13 (fn. 188)
Mar 1
Project Presentations comparing the spaces described by the plans and operations of Central Park OR the Draft Riots

Mar 6
William Chapman Sharpe, New York Nocturne: The City After Dark in Literature, Painting, and Photography, 1850-1950 (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2008), 132-169 (fn 368-373)

Gwendolyn Wright, “Americanization and Ethnicity in Urban Tenements,” Building the Dream: A Social History of Housing in America (Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press, 1981), 114-134 (fn 308-310)
Mar 8
Maren Stange, “Jacob Riis and Urban Visual Culture: The Lantern Slide Exhibition as Entertainment and Ideology,” Journal of Urban History 15:3 (May 1989), 274-303
Select New York City Site Projects
Mar 13
Kathy Peiss, “Putting on Style,” Cheap Amusements: Working Women and Leisure in Turn-of-the-Century New York (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1986), 56-87 (fn 205-211).


Hamilton Holt, “A Polish Sweatshop Girl,” and “A German Nurse Girl,” The Life Stories of Undistinguished Americans, as told by themselves (1911) 21-28 and 77-87.
Mar 15
Write a 4 page evaluation of the presentation of the Triangle Shirtwaist Fire at www.ilr.cornell.edu/trianglefire  
Ellen Wiley Todd, “Photojournalism, Visual Culture, and the Triangle Shirtwaist Fire,” Labor: Studies in Working-Class History of the Americas 2:2 (2005), 9-27


Richard A. Greenwald, The Triangle Fire, the Protocols of Peace, and Industrial Democracy in Progressive Era New York (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 2005), 127-153, fn. 255-260


Spring break
Mar 27
Visit with Prof. Jason Robinson

Alain Locke, “Forward,” the section “Music” Claude McKay “Negro Dancers,” J. A. Rogers “Jazz at Home,” and Langston Hughes “Jazzonia” and “Nude Young Dancer” in Alain Locke, The New Negro (New York: A. and C. Boni, 1925), ix-xi and 214-227
Langston Hughes, “When the Negro Was in Vogue” The Big Sea (New York: Hill and Wang, 1963, ©1940) 223-233
Mar 29
Jacob Lawrence, Migration of the Negro (1940-41; Museum of Modern Art and Phillips Collection, Washington, DC)—images posted 

Jeffrey C. Stewart, “(Un)Locke(ing) Jacob Lawrence’s Migration Series,” in Elizabeth Hutton Turner, ed., Jacob Lawrence: The Migration Series (Washington, DC, Rappahannock Press, 1993), 40-51
James Weldon Johnson, Black Manhattan (New York: Knopf, 1930), 145-159

Write a 2 page close analysis of one of Lawrence’s The Migration of the Negro images and the accompanying text
Apr 3

Film: Manhatta (1921; Charles Sheeler and Paul Strand) 

Film: The City (1939; Ralph Steiner, Willard van Dyke, American Institute of Planners)


Apr 5
Benjamin Flowers, Skyscraper: The Politics and Power of Building New York City in the Twentieth Century (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2010), chaps 1-2

Saturday April 7: Field Trip to New York City
Apr 10
Film: The World that Moses Built (1988; Edward Gray, Mark Obenhaus for WGBH) 

Robert Caro, “The City Shaper,” The New Yorker (5 Jan 1998), 32-55 
Apr 12
Kenneth Jackson and Hilary Ballon, eds., Robert Moses and the Modern City (New York: W.W. Norton, 2007):


Jackson and Ballon, “Introduction,” 65-66

Jackson, “Robert Moses and the Rise of New York: the Power Broker in Perspective,” 67-71
Marta Guttman, “Equipping the Public Realm,” 72-75
Robert Fishman, “Revolt of the Urbs: Robert Moses and his Cities,” 122-129
Apr 17
Ernesto Quinonez, Chango’s Fire (New York: Rayo, 2004)
Apr 19
Chango’s Fire
Apr 24
Flowers, Skyscraper, chap 3

Evening Dinner and City Site Presentations
Apr 26
Daniel J. Sherman and Terry Nardin, eds., Terror, Culture, Politics: Rethinking 9/11 (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2006):

Patricia A. Morton, “’Document of Civilization and Document of Barbarism’: The World Trade Center Near and Far,” 15-32; 

Kirk Savage, “Trauma, Healing and the Therapeutic Monument,” 103-120 

May 1
Jonathan Safran Foer, Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close (New York: Houghton Mifflin, 2005)  

May 3

Extremely Loud….
Final Paper due May 9
