BC Minutes for November 16, 2010
La Causa
La Causa is requesting funds for extra security that they paid for at a party that already took place. They did not get an approved request for it, because they had not been notified of the extra cost in time.
This would be ex post facto, so the AAS cannot recommend funding for it, although the group is advised to speak with Dean Fatemi.
There is a motion to fund $0. Vote results are 7 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions.
BSU
The group is requesting registration fees and hotel costs for the Black Solidarity Conference. There are 39 people attending for 3 nights, and they would need eight rooms. The total would be $3500, including tax.
They are also requesting $3,510 for registration fees. Their request for this had been tabled in the budget. 
There is a motion to fund $7010. 7 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions.
SJP
The group is requesting one $500 honorarium and $9 for publicity. They would like to have two alumni come and speak about their experience with the Israeli - Palestine conflict. The group has sought other sources of funding and one of the honorariums has been covered by Dean Fatemi.
The advertising should be emergency funded.
There is a motion to fund $509, the $9 will be emergency funded. Vote results are 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 abstention. 
Ageless
The group was funded for one Singing Supper in their budget, but the other was tabled. The art department has agreed to pay for Pasta E Basta, but they would like to request funding for a student photographer and an a capella group. They would like to have the photos in order to hang them in the senior center as well as around Amherst. The AAS has never funded a student photographer, but is uncomfortable doing so because many groups would want this.
They are requesting funding for Big Y and Walmart. Typically the group buys salad and salad dressing, dessert, soda, and drinks at Big Y, and tablecloths and paper products at Walmart because it is cheaper. 
The food is integral to the event because it is a Singing Supper. 
There is a motion to fund $270. Vote results are 7 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions. 
Mr. Gad’s House of Improv
The group hosts a Murder Mystery of some sort every year. This year Tony Marx agreed to be the murder victim. They have already gotten some funding from Program Board and Dean Fatemi. They would like to have the event in a dinner theater format, and would like to have food from Pasta E Basta. 
The committee is uncomfortable about funding this because the group is a closed group. However, this is a performance that is open to the campus. 
The event is interactive and the audience interacts with the group, and tries to guess who the murderer is. The plan would be that students would come in, sit down, and watch videos introducing the members. They then have dinner, and while they eat they interact with the members of Gad’s. After that, the rest of the murder mystery will take place. There will be improv games and a final reveal. 
Dean Fatemi might be a good source of funding for this type of event. However, the AAS does not typically fund A Capella performances, but they do fund the Interterm Musical. However, this event is for the campus community, and not centered around the group. 
There is a motion to fund in full, minus $150 which is covered by SoCo. 
The view is put foward that this could be a valuable event for the campus, the students will enjoy it, and the exclusive nature of Gad’s should not be taken into account because the event it for the students.
The motion is seconded. However, in general, the AAS does not fund GADs, Acapella groups, and dance groups that are exclusive (such as DASAQ). If they began to fund this, then it could mean that the AAS would have to begin funding all groups that put on events for free, and this would probably mean funding acapella groups in the future.
The committee would be breaking precedent. In the constitution, the AAS is to fund events put on by groups who have unrestricted memberships and/pr participation, so the event is technically constitutional. However, in this case, participation could mean anyone who is watching the event. 
The group is not asking for anything that would be required for them to put on the show, such as constumes, but they are only requesting things that are unrelated to watching, such as food for the participants. 
This is a large event and Dean Fatemi may not be able to fund all of it. However, this exclusionary rule is something that the committee is reluctant to break. There is a question raised that sports teams would also request funding, but that seems like more of a stretch since they would still have to create a service for the campus. 
The group representative argues that their event is interactive, and that the service is not all about the performance. 
There is also the argument that if a group wanted to hire Gad’s to perform at the exact same event, it would most likely be funded, but because Gad’s is requesting funding for the event, it is a problem. 
4 in favor, 3 opposed, 0 abstentions. 
Russian Club
The club existed until about two years ago. The club has recently reformed. The club would like to hold a concert on December 8th, and would like to have the St. Petersberg Men’s Ensemble perform at the event. They were invited last year by the Russian department. They have not found co sponsorship yet, but are going to see Dean Fatemi. 
The Russian House is for students to live there and practice Russian, and is centered on the language, while the Russian Club exists to expose the Amherst community to Russian culture. 
The food would be partially for the purpose of attracting students, but also they would like the Ensemble to talk to the students and give a speech. The food would come out of the $200 rule. The club is recognized. 
There is a motion to fund $800. There is an objection. The objection is that the event should not be funded because this is the purpose of the Russian Department, but they do not want to pay for it. 
However, the Russian clubs exists in the same way that there are the Amherst Japan Club, the ASA, and other cultural clubs. 
The club has requested the funding from Residential Life, but they said that they did not feel that it was something that they would pay for. 
However, this is the Russian Club, and not the Russian House, and the club wants this event. The Amherst Political Union recently held a speaker, but the Political Science department had nothing to do with that. The argument is that the Russian Club will foster discussion in a way that the Department will not. 
They are not sure where the event would be held. They would be required to have the room booked before the AAS considers funding. 
The motion is amended. The new motion is to table. Vote results are 7 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions. The group is asked to come back when they know where the event will be held. 
Green Amherst Project
The group submitted their request late. They are having an event tomorrow, and their funding backed out at the last minute. They are having a film screening in Fayerweather at 7PM. They have done publicity, and would like $200 from their $200 rule for the screening. 
Their source of funding had been a program that funds events at schools but they did not fund in the end. 
There is a motion to emergency fund $200. Vote results are 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 abstention. 
Med Life
The group is requesting funding for a benefit dinner. They would like to fund raise for the building of a clinic. 
They would request money for catering from Bueno Y Sano. They would be requesting $1662.50 for 200 people. 
They would also request $9 for advertising. 
The event would take place on December 8th, in the Friedman room. They have not yet sought other sources of funding. 
There is a motion to fund $800, because this is the first time that the group is hosting this event. There is an amendment for $400, because the group will go to Dean Fatemi. This number is appropriate because other groups, such as the AIDS Coalition, have hosted successful benefit dinners for $800. 
