Bio 29  Spring, 2009
Worksheet on Material and Methods sections:  for Lab write up 
I.  This assignment is an outline, in your lab report it will be in more detail and in paragraph form

II. General notes:

· The purpose of a materials and methods section is to describe your work in adequate detail for someone else to reproduce the experiment you have performed.

· A materials and methods section is not a  list, it is in paragraph form.

· Avoid trivial details, such as how you mixed you solution or how to zero the balance.

· Use past tense!  When you write a lab report you have already done the experiments you are describing.

· Describe what you really did (not what the directions in the handout say you should do).

III. Organizing your materials and methods 

Divide it into sections such as:

Organism: Name of the organism you used: Chlamydomonas reinhardtii wild type, obtained from Carolina Biological Supply.
Media and growth: Cultures were grown in nitrogen-containing micronutrient medium.  Maintained at ambient temperatures with shaking and 14 hr:10 hr light:dark illumination. 
Deflagellation procedure


Chlamydomonas cultures were grown to log phase


Concentrated by centrifugation


pH dropped to 4.5 using 0.5N Acetic acid


Maintained at pH 4.5 2 minutes 

.
pH brought up to approximately 7.0 with 0.2 N KOH.  This represented time zero.

Cultures were monitored in the microscope for complete deflagellation

Drug treatment

Name of drug and concentration used in cultures

Monitoring growth
Include your Microscope (objective) and camera, and timepoints
