LJST 09: topics for second papers:

(6-8 pages, due Nov. 19)

1. Paradise Lost is probably unique among this course’s texts in having its basis (most would say) in religious belief, i.e., religious faith, a picture of humanity, history and universe conditioned by that faith, a close connection to sacred scripture, and a concrete relation to the “supernatural” -- by contrast, religion in our other major texts often seems incidental or derivative of more fundamental social orders. Compare Milton’s utopic/dystopic portrayals with those of one or two other such portrayals from the semester so far (i.e., Plato, More, Bellamy, or Huxley) as a means of exploring what difference Paradise Lost’s specifically religious basis makes to the political and legal aspects of utopia/dystopia which most concern us in this course.
2. What is the importance of nationalism to utopic discourse? Remember that a “nation” is sometimes usefully defined, not only as a geographical territory occupied by a sovereign government and its people (though these aspects are highly important), but also as an association of persons who may share a culture, history (real or imagined), and certain values. Bellamy’s utopia in Looking Backward is often (justifiably, or not?) called “nationalist”; using his text and one or two others (i.e., Plato, More, Milton, or Huxley), explore how nationalism becomes relevant (or not) to utopic ambitions and imaginings, how the presence of nationalistic considerations shapes the texts you have chosen, and what consequences this shaping has for political and legal understandings.
