BC Minutes for March 8, 2011
Attendance:
Phillip Johnson (treasurer)
Diwa Cody
Jasjaap Sidhu
Jacob Ong
Bao Nguyen
Maia Mares
Allan Landman
Geoff Ainslie
La Causa/Swing and Ballroom/MRC
The groups have received funding from Program Board, Social Council, and the MRC, and expects to receive funding from Dean Fatemi.
The groups are requesting funding for a performance. The BC typically halves funding for honorariums, so will commit to $500, and asks that the groups request the additional funding from Dean Fatemi. If it is necessary, the BC will make up the remaining amount. 
The event is on April 27 in the Friedman Room.
There is a motion to fund $509. Cody, Sidhu, Ong, Nguyen, Mares, Landman, Ainslie in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions.
BSU
The group is requesting for the Black Alumni Weekend. They are requesting funding for the DJ equipment, refreshments for the panel, as well as some other expenses. They have already received some funding for this event but for different items. For the DJ equipment, they are requesting rentals for turntables and speakers. 
Phil Johnson asks how they envision the panel refreshments. The representative says that they plan on cookies. There are six different panels, and three trays of cookies for each. Each tray costs $4. 
Phil Johnson asks when the food is to be eaten, and if this is $200 rule food. The representative says that it would be eaten before and after the event. 
The BC thinks that this is $200 rule food. 
There is a motion to fund in full. Cody, Sidhu, Ong, Nguyen, Mares, Landman, Ainslie in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions.
ACOC
The group is requesting emergency funding for a caving trip. They would like the money to put down a deposit for the trip. The caving trip has taken place in the past and last year was limited to 13 people. They are planning two caving trips, and last semester the trip was successful. 
The trip is in early April, and they would like the money emergency funded so that they can put down the deposit in time. 
There is a motion for $1690 for the whole trip, with $200 of the amount emergency funded. Cody, Sidhu, Ong, Nguyen, Mares, Landman, Ainslie in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions.
Amherst Dance
The group is requesting costumes, stage managers, and other items for their show. 
The committee typically funds costumes, and usually spends between $850-$1000 per semester. The group stores the costumes in Pond Storage, and try to reuse costumes as much as possible. 
There is a motion to fund $900. Cody, Sidhu, Ong, Nguyen, Mares, Landman, Ainslie in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions.
Amherst Japan Club
The group is requesting funding for a cooking night. They had a similar event last semester. They would like funding to buy cooking equipment such as a griddle, utensils, and ingredients. 
Phil Johnson asks if the group can use one of the kitchens on campus, and get a griddle there. However, the representative says that they specifically need a griddle to cook the food that they would like to make, and it is culturally significant because it would sit in the middle of the table. 
Diwa Cody asks what the food is for. The representative says that they requested food and ingredients separately because the food would be packaged and would be eaten alongside the cooked food. 
Phil Johnson thinks that the food should count as $200 rule food, while ingredients are integral to the event. 
The griddle would have to stay in the club. 
Jasjaap Sidhu thinks that the packaged food shouldn’t be in the $200 rule. He feels that this is a cultural event and that this includes food that does not have to be cooked, because it is still culturally significant. The BC agrees.
There is a motion to fund in full. Cody, Sidhu, Ong, Nguyen, Mares, Landman, Ainslie in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions.
Results
The group would like to host the Global Poverty Project. The project is intended to get people knowledgeable about global poverty and gives presentations. ISA, Globemed, and other clubs are showing interest in the event.
The event would be a dinner and presentation. 
They have requested $1000 for catering, $900 for honorarium, $30 for publicity, and $200 for facilities. 
The BC often funds cultural dinners and charity dinners. Results would like to incorporate charity into the dinner. They plan to publicize on campus. They hadn’t planned on suggested donation, but would be open to incorporating it. 
Phil Johnson says he is hesitant about funding $1000 for a dinner where the group is not sure which charity the donations would go to. However, the representative would like to make it a charity dinner.
They plan to have the dinner catered from various restaurants in town, such as Moti. They expect about 80-100 people. 
The BC always funds $9 for publicity. Social Council, Program Board, and other sources of funding might fund more for publicity. 
Jasjaap Sidhu thinks that the dinner should be tabled so that the whole senate can talk about it. He thinks that the idea of making it into a charity event just to get funding is a bad idea.
The group says that they originally wanted the dinner in order to draw in people to the presentation. But they wouldn’t be opposed to making it a charity event. 
Phil Johnson doesn’t agree with tabling. He thinks they should only fund it if its a charity event, but if they are willing to do that then he thinks it is acceptable. He recommends halving the honorarium and the food to encourage co-sponsorship.
There is a motion to fund $1209. Vote results are Cody, Sidhu, Ong, Nguyen, Mares, Landman, Ainslie in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions.
Jessica
The student says she is representing herself first but also the acappella community. Acappella groups have had difficulty finding rehearsal spaces because of a policy from the music department. They practice in the James and Stearns practice rooms, but not all rooms have pianos. They would like to request a keyboard for one of the smaller rooms. 
She has spoken with Dean Moore and the Music Department and neither has the funds for this request. 
Geoff Ainslie suggests asking facilities to tune the piano that is in one of the practice rooms. However, the piano was tuned at the beginning of the year but is too old to stay in tune, and tuning is expensive. 
Phil Johnson says that purchasing a keyboard is a problem because the AAS expects groups to maintain the purchase and keep it safe. He also asks how it would be kept by a group in the long term. The student says that there is a limited number of keys for the rooms, and so it would be easy to hold people accountable if the keyboard was broken. 
Geoff Ainslie says that the breaking concern isn’t an issue because all clubs face this problem. Phil responds that it is far easier to enter the practice room than a storage space of a club, and so it is a larger issue. The student says that the smaller rooms are not used very often and not many people can fit in it. She also says that keyboards don’t take a lot of upkeep and most likely wouldn’t be broken. 
The student says that it is difficult to get a key to practice rooms in James and Stearns because they are limited and each key is for a specific room. However, she thinks that there is no requirement for getting a key, but that getting a key costs a deposit and is difficult, so most people who get keys would only get them if it was necessary. She says that to get a key, you sign a contract, and put a payment on your account that you will get back if you return the key at the end of the year. She says that a lot of acappella groups are having difficulty practicing, 
Jacob Ong says that he has seen several practice rooms in James and Stearns unlocked, and worries that if there is equipment inside it will be easy for people to use it. However, most people on the BC and the student say they have never seen them unlocked. 
Geoff Ainslie says that he supports the idea of funding the keyboard, but suggests publicizing. However, this does not alleviate the concern that the keyboard might get broken if anyone can use it. The student says that when requesting a key to a practice room, they can ask the woman in charge of keys which rooms have instruments and what kinds are in each individual room, so in that way the information is easily accessable.
Jasjaap Sidhu: Most people who want a practice room key are there to actually practice, not to steal keyboards. He thinks that helping acappella groups is helping student life and favors the idea.
Motion to fund in full. Cody, Sidhu, Nguyen, Mares, Ainslie in favor, Landman opposed, Ong abstains.
Fencing
The group is requesting an EMT for a fencing event. 
There is a motion to fund in full. Sidhu, Ong, Nguyen, Mares, Landman, Ainslie in favor, 0 opposed, Cody abstains because she is absent.
Career Center
The Career Center is holding workshops for students which would explain how to handle summer internships. 
They would like to have Gad’s present to act out scenarios that have happened over the summer. 
Bao Nguyen asks if the Career Center has a fund of their own. However, the student argues that the Mead has its own fund but the AAS still funds acappella performances for them. In addition to this, the Career Center has little money left for events like this. Bao Nguyen asks why the career center can afford to buy cookies for weekly events but cannot afford the fee for Gad’s. 
Jasjaap Sidhu says that the Career Center is heavily emphasizing this event and making it mandatory for some students, but is asking the AAS to fund the event. 
The student also argues that the AAS pays for TYPO, and that event is established, but this event is not and is brand new. She argues that the AAS should push back against events like TYPO instead of events like the one she is requesting. 
There is a motion to table the request. Cody, Sidhu, Ong, Mares, Landman, in favor, 0 opposed, Nguyen and Ainslie abstain.
SJP
The group is requesting funding for an honorarium. A speaker is coming to Hampshire and they would like him to come to Amherst as well. The speaker was in the Israeli air force but left, and talks to people about why the Israeli occupation is not good. 
They have requested funding from other sources but do not yet have any responses. 
There is a motion to fund $509. Cody, Sidhu, Ong, Nguyen, Mares, Landman, Ainslie in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions.
THiNK
The group is planning a meal with the Multifaith Council in which there will be speakers. The theme is North Korea and the speakers would talk about hunger issues.
They are requesting decorations. They intend the decorations to simulate the different classes in North Korea, such as a North Korean concentration camp.
They are requesting $80 for publicity. They would like the event to be five college, and would also like to have high quality posters. They also plan to work with Smith and Mt. Holyoke. They are advised to go to the Five College Coordinating Board, which might be able to help with such an event. They are also advised to request funding from Dean Fatemi. 
They would also like to have banners. Banners are free and can be acquired at Keefe. 
The event is on March 30. 
Historically the BC has a $50 decoration hard cap and $12.50 for advertising for Five College events.
There is a motion to fund $62.50. Cody, Sidhu, Ong, Nguyen, Mares, Landman, Ainslie in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions.
La Causa
The group is requesting funding for registration fees for 16 students to attend the National Dominican Student Conference. 
They are also requesting funding for an honorarium. They would like to have a speaker, and are requesting $1000. In addition they would like to request funding for $102 for travel for the speaker. They also have been looking into funding from Program Board and Social Council to fund other expenses such as refreshments and decorations. They would like to pay the speaker with one check and so would prefer that the money come from one place.
Phil Johnson asks if they are going to ask the Five College Coordinating Board for funding. The representative says that they will but in the past, funding has fallen through and so they view the AAS as a safety net, as the event is approaching. 
The AAS typically funds half of honorarium requests in order to encourage outside funding, and will make up the difference.
There is a motion to fund in full except for the honorarium which will be halved. Cody, Sidhu, Ong, Nguyen, Mares, Landman, Ainslie in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions.
ASA
The group wanted to have an informational meeting, and would like $50 for food and $9 for publicity. They have not yet had an introductory meeting. 
There is a motion to fund $59 for the introductory meeting. Cody, Sidhu, Ong, Nguyen, Mares, Landman, Ainslie in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions.
All of the Asian affinity groups have collaborated to coordinate a budget for Asian Night Market. All of the groups are requesting funds for food, and decorations. They have gotten $500 from Soclal Council and Program Board, and Dean Fatemi has agreed to fund up to $2000 for the event. The total budget is $5335, so the group is requesting about $2500 from the AAS.  
The event has been in the Friedman room in the past, but there were too many people to crowd in one area. This year, the ASA has reserved the entire campus center and plans to have different rooms for each affinity group, with cultural exhibitions in each space. Food will be separated out into the different spaces. Friedman room will still be used for performances. This event is traditionally very large scale and typically funded in several thousand dollar ranges.
They are requesting funding for food, decorations, and performances. Many groups would like to bring in professionals for performances, such as the Japan Club, which will hire an instrumentalist, and some groups will not need funding for professionals and will put on their own performances. 
CAO is requesting Mahjong, Chinese chess, Chinese checkers, and other games, which will require funding for setting up. They do not plan to giveaway, but may have prizes. The AAS never funds gifts or prizes. However, they would supply the games. 
Jasjaap Sidhu thinks that for decorations, they should fund $50 per group, because they will be decorating in different spaces throughout Keefe. Each club will decorate their own space. 
Typically the AAS brings performances to $500 to encourage co-sponsorships, as well as food. They will fund $50 for each group for decorations. The total is $3662.50.
The group would like to have five college advertising. 
There is a motion to fund $3662.50. Cody, Sidhu, Nguyen, Mares, Landman, Ainslie in favor, 0 opposed, Ong abstains.
Globemed
The group is requesting funding for a date auction fundraiser. The event is planned for April 28th in Valentine. They are requesting audio money and a dessert. For the audio, they have a quote for $1000, and for the food, they think that $500-$600 would cover 150-200 people. 
They plan to fundraise for their partner organization. Globemed typically pairs a student chapter with a health provider. They would like to use this event to raise money to train more healthcare providers in a needy area. 
They plan to book the upstairs of Valentine for the date winners in the following night. 
There is a motion to fund in full. 
Jacob Ong says that the audio should be brought to $500 to encourage co-sponsorships.  In addition the BC would like to add publicity to the request.
There is a motion to fund $9 for publicity, $500 for audio equipment, and $550 for food. Cody, Sidhu, Ong, Nguyen, Mares, Landman, Ainslie in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions.
United World College Club
The group is requesting funding for registration fees for a conference. They would like to add $9 for publicity. 
There is a motion to emergency fund in full. Sidhu, Ong, Nguyen, Mares, Landman, Ainslie in favor, 0 opposed, Cody abstains.
