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Qualities of a Very Good Paper (in the A range)

1) A very good paper has a clear and original thesis that appears at the beginning of the essay. 
2)  The author defends his or her thesis with a careful reading and use of the texts on which the paper is based. Well-selected quotes and, when appropriate, the juxtaposition of complementary or contradictory ideas enrich and elaborate the argument.

3)  The paper flows logically from its opening argument, through the supporting evidence to its conclusion.  The transitions are smooth and link the paragraphs in a rational and clear manner. 

4) The writing has few or no mistakes; the grammar and spelling are correct.  Ideally, the writing is lucid and expressive without extra verbiage or rhetorical flourishes.

