American Studies 11 (The American Dream) Fall 2009
Advice for Paper #3


To find reviews from the time of a book’s publication, be sure you know when the book was first issued.


Having established the date of publication, the next step might be to consult an index of book reviews. Two indexes especially recommended for this assignment are Book Review Digest (Ref Z 1219 C95) and the Combined Retrospective Index to Book Reviews in Humanities Journals, 1802-1974 (Ref Z 6265 C65).  Both are print-format listings, located in the Reference Collection on the main floor of Frost. The former came out annually, and you must find the volume covering the year of publication for the book you’ve chosen; the latter, a ten-volume set, is arranged in one alphabetic sequence, by author of the books reviewed. In both cases, you are looking for citations to book reviews. Copy down all the bibliographical information; if the journal title is abbreviated, see if abbreviations are expanded in the front matter of the volume you are consulting, or ask a reference librarian for assistance. Additional sources for reviews are electronic indexes. Two with broad coverage are Academic Search Premier and Academic OneFile, and a discipline-specific index is America—History & Life. Our librarians have organized this material on the Library’s homepage: go to Fine Articles, Books, then to Book Reviews and look around.


Other sources for citations to reviews are author bibliographies. Scholars have compiled references to early book reviews for some major authors. Use the online catalog to find such author bibliographies; search for author, last name first, using the ‘Subject begins with’ option, and look for ‘bibliography’ as a subject subdivision. You might also find references or shortened reviews in compilations of scholarly articles on the author you choose.

Once you have a few citations (we recommend you copy down information about several because we may or may not have easy local access to some cited items), look up the journal’s title in the library’s on-line catalogue. When you find a listing, click on the ‘call numbers & availability’ link and scroll down to determine if and where we (or another local library may) have the particular volumes you need. The journals may be in the Frost stacks or available on microfilm (the microforms area is on Level 2 in Frost).  Others – like those cited as being in The New York Times and The Nation – are available electronically; use the ‘Journal Locator’ on the Library’s homepage to get access.
You may find that a journal you seek is located in our off-campus storage (“The Depository”). We ask you to take special care with these old volumes. First, be gentle when you make a photocopy from a fragile volume. Second, return a Depository volume to the REFERENCE DESK in Frost and put librarian Michael Kasper’s name on it. He will be sure that these volumes are available to other students who request them.

Happy hunting! Remember to ask at the Reference Desk in Frost if you are having trouble.
