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Description

This course explores gender and ethnicity in Latin America, focusing on the tension between universal rights and cultural rights. The first part maps the daily lives of indigenous women across the region, looking at indigenous women in Central America (Mexico and Guatemala), the Andes (Ecuador, Chile, and Bolivia) and the Amazon. We look at socio-economic indicators, gender-based violence, and political participation, while taking into consideration history and culture. In the second part of the course, we examine the ways social and political movements (e.g., agrarian reform, democratic, and environmental movements, the New Left), and, most recently, discourses of indigenous rights (e.g., Ecuador’s Pachakutik), have affected them and their communities over time.  Through various case studies, such as that of Rigoberta Menchú in Guatemala, we analyze women’s capacity to maneuver politics of identity to advance their rights as women and as Indians. The third part pays special attention to the issue of minorities within minorities, and the debate between universalism and cultural relativism.  This section explores issues such as indigenous justice, and the discrepancies between international norms of gender and the inequalities prevailing in indigenous practice. Through the lenses of gender, this course offers a window on the complexity of inequality in Latin America.

Grading system

Class participation 20% - Students are expected to prepare and attend all class sessions and participate actively in class discussions. Unexcused absences can result in reduced credit.

Class presentation 20% - Once during the semester, each student will do a short oral presentation (10 min) about one of the readings (10%) and turn in a written analytical essay (10%) to the professor via email before class starts.

Essay 20% - Each student will write two individual essays during the semester. The first exploring ethnicity is due on Sept 17 (10%). The second analyzing the international normative system on indigenous and gender rights is due on Oct 13. Papers are analytical and should not exceed 5 pages.

Research assignment 10% - The course intends to foster research skills throughout the semester. A first research assignment analyzing case-studies of indigenous justice in Latin America is due in class on Nov 19.

Conference project 30% - At the end of the semester, each one of you will conduct a formal, in-class presentation of individual research projects combined with a 10-15 pages paper. This exercise will simulate an academic conference/roundtable, in which scholars present an essay and discuss ideas during a panel. This project is not simply a final paper but consists of a semester-long research project, elaborated with the professor and discussed in class. Project topics are due in class on Oct 13 and a detailed outline is to be emailed to the professor by Nov 17. Class presentations with findings will be held during week 14. Finals are to be turned in by Dec 16.

Required Books [B]
· Icasa, Jorge. 1937. The Villagers (Huasipungo). Southern Illinois University Press.

· Menchu, Rigoberta.1987. I, Rigoberta Menchu: An Indian Woman in Guatemala. Verso.

· Speed, Shannon, Aida Hernandez Castillo and Lynn Stephen. 2006. Dissident Women: Gender and Cultural politics in Chiapas. Austin: University of Texas Press.

· Okin, Susan Moller. 1999. Is Multiculturalism Bad For Women? Princeton: Princeton University Press.

Movies/Media [S]
· What does it mean to be white? [S]

· Iracema [S]

· Daughters of the Canopy [S]
· Video in the Villages [S]
Reading and Discussion Schedule

Week 1. Introduction

Sept 10 - Course overview and introductions

Part 1. Culture and Indigeneity in Latin America

Week 2. Exploring Ethnicity

Sept 15 –Class discussion on ethnic and racial categories. 

Derald Wing Sue (2009) “What does it mean to be white? The invisible whiteness of being” [S]
American Anthropological Association (1998) “Statement on Race”
Peter Wade (1997) “The Meaning of Race and Ethnicity” 
Guest-speaker: Chris Cuomo, Copeland Fellow (2009-2010)
Sept 17 – Ethnicity in context 

Jorge Icasa (1937) The Villagers [B] 

Multimidea: An Encounter with Transito Amaguaña (in class)

Assignment (see guidelines)
“Does ethnicity matter? Analyze the social, economic, political, and cultural implications of the concept of ethnicity in Latin America”
Week 3. The Meaning of Culture

Sept 22 – The Meaning of Culture: Special session at AC Mead Art museum. 

Carol Hendrickson (1995) “To wear traje is to say we are Maya” in Weaving Identities, Austin: University of Texas Press.

Video in the villages [S]

Sept 24 - Gender Acculturations 

Irene Silverblatt (1997) "Honor, Sex, and Civilizing in the Making of Seventeenth Century Peru," Journal of the Steward Anthropological Society (25:1) 181-198

Susan Kellogg (1995) “The Woman’s Room: Some Aspects of Gender Relations in Tenochtitlan in the Late Pre-Hispanic Period,” Ethnohistory (42:4) 563-576

Week 4. Resistance and Inequality

Sept 29 – Institutionalized inequality

Deborah Kanter (1995) “Female Land Tenure and Its Decline in Mexico, 1750-1900,” Ethnohistory (42:4) 607-616

Carmen Deere & Magdalena Leon (2003) “The Gender Asset Gap: Land in Latin America” World Development (31:6) 925-47

“Iracema” [S]

Oct 1- Women and resistance

Rigoberta Menchu (1987) I, Rigoberta Menchu: An Indian Woman in Guatemala. [B]

Colleen Duggan, Claudia Paz & Paz Bailey, Julie Guillerot (2008) “Reparations for Sexual and Reproductive Violence: Prospects for Achieving Gender Justice in Guatemala and Peru,” The International Journal of Transitional Justice (2) 192-213 

Week 5. Negotiating Identities

Oct 6 – Gendered citizens

Mary Weismantel (2000) “Race Rape: White Masculinity in Andean Pishtaco Tales,” Identities (7:3) 407-440 

Andrew Canessa (2008) “Sex and the Citizen: Barbies and Beauty Queens in the Age of Evo Morales,” Journal of Latin American Cultural Studies (17:1) 41-64
Oct 8 – Migrating identities  
Blanca Muratorio (1998) “Indigenous Women’s Identities and the Politics of Cultural Reproduction in the Ecuadorian Amazon,” American Anthropologist (100:2) 409-420

Krista Van Vleet (2005) “Dancing on the Borderlands: Girls (Re)Fashioning National Belonging in the Andes,” in Canessa (ed) Natives Making Nation: Gender, Indigeneity, and the State in the Andes. Tucson: University of Arizona Press; and (2003) “Adolescent Ambiguities and the Negotiations of Belonging in the Andes,” Ethnology (42) 

Part II. Politicizing Ethnicity and Gender

Week 6. From Recognition to Legalization 

Oct 13 – International norms 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1945)

CEDAW (1985-1995)

ILO Convention 169 (1989)

Vienna Declaration and Program of Action (1993)

UN Decades for Indigenous Peoples (1995-2015)

Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007)

Assignment (see guidelines)
“The 2007 UN Declaration for Indigenous Rights in the context of international human rights law: analyzing ethnic mainstreaming”

Discussion of individual research topics for final projects.

Oct 15 – fieldtrip to the UN, NY (or guest-speaker)

Week 7. Ethno-politics in Latin America

Oct 20 – Emergence of the indigenous movement

Donna Lee Van Cott (2007) “Latin America’s Indigenous Peoples” Journal of Democracy (18:4) 

Marc Becker (2008) “Third Continental Summit of Indigenous Peoples and Nationalities of Abya Yala: From Resistance to Power” Latin American and Caribbean Ethnic Studies (3:1) 85-107

Leon Zamosc (2008) “The Indian Movement and Political Democracy in Ecuador,” Latin American Politics and Society (49:3)

Oct 22  – Ethnicity as citizenship

Andrew Canessa (2006) “Todos Somos Indígenas: Towards a New Language of National Political Identity,” Bulletin of Latin America Research (25:2) 241-263  

Ronald Niezen (2005) “Digital Identity: The Construction of Virtual Selfhood in the Indigenous Peoples Movement,” Society for Comparative Study of Society and History 532-551. 

Week 8. Dissident Women 

Oct 27 – Dissident Women of Chiapas [B] chapters 1/3.

Oct 29 – chapters 6/7/8.

Week 9. The Political Economy of Gender

Nov 3 – Electoral strategies

Mala Htun (2004) “Is Gender Like Ethnicity? The Political Representation of Identity Groups,” Perspectives on Politics (2:3) 

Nina Pacari (2002) “The Political Participation of Indigenous Women in the Ecuadorian Congress: Unfinished Business,” IDEA 

Nov 5- Politics of identity

Manuela Picq (2009) “Gender Within Ethnicity,” in O’Donnell, Tulchin & Varas (eds) Voices in the Study of Democracy in Latin America, Woodrow Wilson Center.

Helen Safa (2005) “Challenging Mestizaje: A Gender Perspective on Indigenous and Afro-descendant Movements in Latin America,” Critique of Anthropology (25:3) 307-330

Week 10. Masculinities in Latin America

Nov 10 –Machismo 

Matthew Gutmann (1996) “The Meanings of Macho” (chap. 8/9)

Clifford Geertz (1972) “Deep Play: Notes from the Balinese Cockfight”

(guest-speaker)

Nov 12– Men-streaming gender 

Gutmann & Sylvia Chant (2002) “Men-streaming gender? Questions for Gender and Development Policy in the 21st century,” Progress in Development Studies (2:4) 269-82

Oxfam reports (2000/2005)

Part III. Translating Global Human Rights into Local Culture

Week 11. Cultural Justice: Theory and Practice

Nov 17– Between culture and law

Donna Lee Van Cott (2000) “A Political Analysis of Legal Pluralism in Bolivia and Colombia,” Journal of Latin American Studies (32) 207-234 

Patricia Richards (2005) “The Politics of Gender, Human Rights, and Being Indigenous in Chile,” Gender and Society (19:2) 199-220

Nov 19– Research assignments analyzing case-studies of indigenous justice

Week 12. Navigating Universal Rights and Cultural Relativism
Nov 24– Susan Okin (1999) Is Multiculturalism Bad for Women? [B]

Nov 26 – Seyla Benhabib (2002) “On the Uses and Abuses of Culture” and “Is Universalism Ethnocentric?” in The Claims of Culture: Equality and Diversity in the Global Era, Princeton University Press.
Week 13. Multiculturalism Beyond Culture

Dec 1- Equality with diversity

Sarah Song (2005) “Majority Norms, Multiculturalism, and Gender Equality” American Political Science Review (99:4) 473-89
Dec 3- Autonomy

Anne Phillips (2006) “Really Equal: opportunities and Autonomy,” The Journal of Political Philosophy (14:1) 18-32

Mujeres Creando (2009) “Feminismo Comunitario,” Bolivia 

Declaration of Indigenous Women (2009) Encuentro Feminsita de America Latina e del Caribe
Week 14. Final Student Conference

Dec 8 – Conference projects

Dec 10- Conference projects 

Week 15. Conclusion

Dec 15- Class conclusion
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