Women and Politics in Africa, Spring 2010
Written Assignment on Kenda Mutongi, “Worries of the Heart”: Widowed Mothers, Daughters and Masculinities in Maragoli, Western Kenya”

Due in class on Monday, Feb. 8
Please write a brief reaction paper (1-2 pages) on the following: 

According to Mutongi, the widows in Kenya whom she studied used specific strategies to cope with their difficult circumstances.

1) What strategies were these? What did this have to do with masculinities? 

2) What is the time period covered in this article, and what was the context in which these events took place? 

3) What were the effects of the widows’ strategies? 

4) Why were the marriages that resulted unstable?

5) How did the widows use the courts; what were their objectives in going to court? Were the widows successful?
6) Assess the significance of Mutongi’s findings. Are there aspects of Mutongi’s findings that surprised you? Explain.

Please cite specific examples.

Please type and print out a paper copy of your paper. The  paper should be typed, with double-spacing and adequate margins.. Please be sure to edit your writing to correct grammar, and proofread the paper to correct any spelling errors.

