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Introduction:

In an essay honoring Richard Wright, Ralph Ellison observes, “it is impossible for me to reread certain passages from Joyce or Elliot or Sir Thomas Browne without seeing once again the deep magenta skies that descend upon the Tuskegee campus at dusk in summer.”  In many ways, this course is an extended reflection on this thought as it appears in Ellison’s novel Invisible Man.  Ellison wrote Invisible Man as an emphatic confirmation of the existence of the universal in the particulars of the black American experience.  The same can be said of the larger aim of this course.  It will provide students with an opportunity to study a single text over a lengthy period of time while simultaneously contemplating some of the broadest themes of Black Studies.  Because of its broad range of influence and reference, Invisible Man is one of the most appropriate books in the black tradition for this kind of attention.  The course will proceed through a series of comparisons with works that influenced the literary style and philosophical content of the novel.

Requirements:

Every other week students will hand in a 1-3 page essay on the assigned reading.  One half of the class will hand in essays on even weeks and half on odd weeks from week three until week eleven.  Therefore, each student will hand in four such essays by the end of the semester.  The specific requirements for this assignment will be discussed in class.  In addition to the bi-weekly assignments, students will also complete a 20-page research paper on a topic approved by the professor.  You should hand in all assignments by e-mail in RTF or Word format to jbferguson@amherst.edu.  You should also bring copies of your short essays to class with you. 

Grades:
Final grades will be calculated in the following manner: Bi-weekly writing assignments: 30%, Research paper: 50%, Class participation: 20%.

Reading List:
The readings for the course are as follows:  (All books are available at The Jeffery Amherst Book Store and all readings are on reserve at the library.)

Ralph Ellison, Invisible Man

—, Shadow and Act 

—, Going to the Territory 
Fyodor Dostoyevsky, Notes From Underground

James Joyce, A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man
Andre Malraux, Man’s Fate

Ralph Waldo Emerson, essays
Herman Melville, “Benito Cereno”

Mark Twain, Huckleberry Finn

Ernest Hemingway, The Sun Also Rises

W.E.B. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk

Richard Wright, Black Boy
Course Schedule:

Week 1

September 12: 

Introduction
Week 2

September 19:

Ralph Ellison, Invisible Man
Week 3 

September 26:
Fyodor Dostoevsky, Notes From Underground
Week 4

October 3:
James Joyce, A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man

Week 5

October 10:
Andre Malraux, Man’s Fate
Week 6

October 17:
Ralph Waldo Emerson, “Self-Reliance,” “Experience,” “Circles,” “The Poet,” “The Divinity School Address,” “The American Scholar,” “Illusions,” and “Fate”

Week 7

October 24:
Herman Melville, “Benito Cereno”
Week 8 

October 31:
Mark Twain, Huckleberry Finn
Week 10

November 7:

Ernest Hemingway, The Sun Also Rises
Week 11

November 14:

W.E.B. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk
Week 12

November 21:

Thanksgiving Break!!!!
Week 13
November 28:

Richard Wright, Black Boy 
Week 15

December 5:
Ralph Ellison, Shadow and Act
Week 16
December 12:
Ralph Ellison, Going to the Territory
Research papers due on Monday, December 17!!!
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