In addition to the guidelines in the syllabus, here are some things to keep in mind as you work on your journals:

As you read each your own or other’s abstracts, consider each of the following criteria:

· How effectively and concisely does the abstract state the subject of the book or article?
· How effectively does the abstract state what the author’s purpose is in writing (that is, what he or she trying to figure out)? 
· Does that abstract make clear how the author or the book or article goes about addressing his or her main question, and why he or she seems to be taking that approach? Does it consider, for example, Payne’s analytical approach, the kinds of sources he does or does not use, his text’s organization, and so forth?
· How effectively does the abstract state what the author of the book or article is arguing in relation to his or her central question? Does the abstract hint at the strengths or weaknesses of the book’s or article’s argument?
· Does the abstract make clear what is at stake in the argument (that is, why the argument might matter)?
· Finally, if the abstract accomplish each of these, does it do so in a concise, compact manner, or it is overly long?
For questions, consider the following criteria:

· Does the question show clearly its source? Is it based, for example, on an observation about a problematic term in an article or book? Does it draw on a possible contradiction in the text, or perhaps on a contrast or continuity between this text and another text we have read (or that you have read in another course)? Or maybe the question arises from some surprising finding, or, conversely, from the way the book or article affirms a previous understanding.
· Is the question stated clearly?

· Is the importance of the question clear, or does it end of the level of idle curiosity? If there is some broad issue at stake, does it show this? If the answer to the question might change or affirm our understanding of some problem, is this stated, or at least implied?
· Does the question do its work in a concise, compact manner, or is overly long?
For installment wrap up essay ask, consider the following criteria:
· Does the essay address issues that cut across multiple readings? 

· Does it mention address the texts that are germane to the issues the essay addresses? It does not need to mention every text, but it does need to address those that can shed light on whatever issue might be at hand.

· Does the essay demonstrate a genuine effort to figure things out and work through difficult issues, or does it merely summarize the readings?

· Is the essay well organized around a central issue that is then broken into subsidiary issues? And does it push each of these as far as it needs to so as to move toward real insights. 

· Is the essay well written? Mostly I am concerned with style insofar as I expect to aspire toward a style that helps you push your thinking forward. Avoid styles that make it too easy to get stuck in the realm of vagaries (the passive voice often leads to this problem) or that oversimplify issues (which abandons the difficult search for real understanding in favor of feigned erudition or timid banality). 

· Most importantly, does the essay demonstrate a genuine effort to take ownership of texts and ideas so that you can shape your own understanding of the issues and of what is at stake?
When you turn in each installment it should be organized in the following manner:

· Everything should be included in a single document

· It must follow all the formatting guidelines described in the syllabus

· For each class meeting list the readings, followed by your abstracts, then your questions. 

· Do no insert page breaks

· At the end of the document insert your critical analysis.

· Include only material from that installment (do not include material from previous installments).
